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PART I 


SUMMARY OP THE ADMINISTRATION. 










































the year. 34,6 72 covers were received and disposed of at the Dead Letter Office. 
The income from the boat transit service was Rs. 12,408 and the expenditure 
Rs. 12,788. 


The 


Tin 


-REVENUE AND FINANCE. 

sd to Rupees 78,878 against Rupees J 




. 64,328 . . L 

sources except items 2 and 5 notably the latter, which (sale proceeds of articles 
not credited under any other major head of revenue) yielded but Rs. 3,350 or 
Rs. 7,701 loss than in 1071. 

The ont-tnrn of the salt pans was 1,03,300 maimds or a deere. 
maimds as compared with 1071. 28,7,195 rmrandg of Bombay sal 
during the year against 3,43,052 in the year previous. The qi 
6,20,087 maimds against 6,20,790 in the preceding year, showing a decrease of 
703 maimds. The gross receipts amounted to Rs. 18,99,618 and the charges to 
Rs. 3,43,612, leaving a net revenue of Rs.. 15,56,006 or Rs. 15,486 less than 
in 1071. 

The number of stamp papers and adhesive labels printed during the year st 
was 4,42,999 and 1,80,000 against 4,88,484 and 60,000 respectively in the previous 
year. The gross revenue amounted to Rs. 3,56,213-1 a. 9-p. against Rs. 3,46,644 
a. 1- and p. 8 or Rs. 9,569-0-1 more than in 1071. The expenditure was Rs. 
16,548-8-4 against Rs. 24,229-14-11 in 1071. The decrease is due to the absence of 
the charges for the purchase of paper for cards, adhesive labels Ac. The net 
revenue "was Rs. 3,39,664-9-5 against Rs. 3,22,414-2-9 or Rs. 17,250-6-8 more 
than ill 1071. Three stamp references Were made to the High Court under 
section 42. Anchal labels, cards and embossed envelopes to the value of Rs. 
40,136-7 ch.-8 c. were sold during tlm year'showing an increase of Rs. 1,118- 
13 ch.-8 c. in value over the previous year. 

The gross revenue derived from tobacco was Rs. 9,75,216 against Rs. 10,43,059 m 
in the preceding year. Deducting the charges vis. Rs. 44,183, the net revenue 
was Rs. 9,31,033 against Rs 10,03,788 in 1071. The total revenue realized from 
Abkari, Opium and Bhang was Rs. 6,35,398 or Rs. 10,897 less than the year 


from exports, being 96 per cent of the aggregate customs revenue. The cost of 
collection was Rs 27,990 and the net revenue Rs. 5,96,243 showing a decrease of 
Rs. 18,244 as compared with the previous year. The export duty on all kinds 
of palmyra fibre was temporarily abolished during the year. 

The total revenue of the year including the roceipts uuder debt heads fa 
amounted to Rs. 88,05,556 or Rs. 1,03,435 less than the preceding year. The 
most important among the sources which contributed to the increase are “Land 
Revenue” and “Miceilaneous” whilo those mainly responsible for the fall, which 
aggregated nearly two lacs are “Salt,” "Customs” “Tobacco” and “Forest,” 


trade, agricultural distress Ac. The total expenditure under all" fields amounted 
to Rs. 80,16,723 or Rs. 7,66,510 more than in 1071 and exceeded the income of 
the, year by Rs. 61,167 which subtracted from the opening balance reduced the 
closing balance to Rs. 97,02,154 composed of Rs. 26,13,930 in cash, Rs. 65,98,870 
in promissory notes, Rs. 3,60,617 in goods, andRs. 1518,737 in investments infixed 
deposit with Messrs. Arbutlmot A Co. and the Cochin Branch of the Madras Bank. 
The year’s total expenditure was not only the highest on record but outstripped 


es of impro 1 
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placed under the charge of separate Sanitary Officers. An addit 
Officer was sanctioned for Shencottah. The system of collection ai 
of vital statistics continued the same both in the rural and mbf 
total number of births registered was 46,975 against 56,739. Tl 
' births to female births was 105-53 to 100 in urban and 108-47 


e year. There were 4,52S deaths from cholera, 80 from f 
fevers, 3,887 from dysentery and diarrhoea, 1,748 from an 
ents and 17,821 from unspecified causes as compared with 7,0 
>, 1,530, 639 and 21,583 respectively in the preceding year. 

























6 to 3 and the strength also fell from 1,743 to 858. Of 26 candidates for 
Matriculation 7 passed. Private unaided English High. Schools rose in number 
by 4 and in strength from 868 to 2,151. These schools presented 206 candidates 
for Matriculation, of whom 53 were successful. 

The number of English Middle Schools remained stationary, but the strength 
increased by 443. Primary Schools decreased in number by 1; the total strength 
also decreased. 

The total number of Vernacular Schools of all grades at the end of the year 
• was 3,170 as compared with 3,201 at the end of 1071: the decrease being chiefly 
due to the extinction of ill-managed Prbnary Schools of the lowest grade. 
The total strength increased from 1,45,600 to 1,48,876. Government Schools 
increased by 18; aided schools decreased by owing to the withdrawal of grants 
under the former rules; while private unaided schools increased by 13. 

The number of training institutions remained the same as at the end of the 
previous year. From the English Normal School Trivandrum, 34 candidates 
appeared for the Teacher's Normal Certificate Examinations, and 28 passed. 

In accordance with the scheme of re-organisation referred to in the last h 
' ’ t the Industrial School of Arts, » 

. e satisfactory. The 

Id showed a considerable increase. 


The Vernacular Elementary Examination was held twice during the year. 2,103 es 
candidates were examined, and 534 passed. For the Magistrate’s Examination, 772 
candidates appeared and 229 passed. For the. Vernacular Higher Examination, which 
was instituted during the year, 43 candidates appeared, but only 4 were successful. 


4 books 


were registered for copyright against 11 in the previous ye 
l English, 8 in Malayalam and 1 m Malayalam and Tamil. 


Of % 


At the Agricultural Demonstration Farm, the area under cultivation was 
extended by 6 acres. The crops again suffered from floods, but the out-turn ^nFa™. 
was fairly satisfactory. The sugar-cane crop was particularly good. A number 
of students were trained at the Farm with a view to their being afterwards 
engaged as teachers in Primary Agricultural Schools. 

The number of juvenile offenders in the Reformatory increased from 13 to 15. !SET*" 1 
Under the auspices of the Public Lecture Committee, 14 lectures were 
■delivered on a variety of scientific and literary subjects. 

The Superintendent Mr. Ingleby’s second term of engagement having expired p^ m£kntl 
at the close of the year. Government permitted him to retire. It is proposed to fordeus. 
appoint a trained native Head 1 Gardener. The net cost to Government was Rs. 
27,557-19-6 against Rs. 27,365-26-9 in the previous year. Several improvements 
and additions were made to the gardens. One emu, one pair of gray kangaroos, 
three wallabies, one walleroo, a pair of hare kangaroo and a pair of African 
dwarf goats were obtained in exchange for some surplus animals-from the gardens 
and added to the Zoological. Department. Three lion cubs were born in the 


broidery were added to the collection of indigenous 

Thb electrical time-gun-firing apparatus was nearing completion 


lid-day gun was fired . 
in the previous year. The average error of the 
The usual meteorological observations were 
statements sent to the Meteorological Departi 


ily_on 11 occasions again; 
made and weather telegrams 


26 
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Rainfall statements were also fu 
the year the number of stations at 

The profit to Government wa 


1,660-16-6 during the year. 


SECTION VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

During the year, copper cash, silver chuckrums and fanam pieces and gold 
coins named Anantbaramen fanams were coined in the Sirkar Mint worth 
Rs. 4,700 chs. 25, Rs. 13,071 chs. 12, Rs. 13,394 ohs. 24 and Rs. 5,276 chs. 22 res¬ 
pectively. The gold coin is not a legal tender. The Mint was worked at a profit 
of Rs. 0,977 chs. 10 c. 2 or Rs. 5,265-4-8 more than that of the preceding year. 

• There were at the beginning of the year 120 elephants to which 18 wore added 
by capture. Of these 16 died and 2 were sold in auction, leaving 120 at the close 
of the year. The expenditure exceeds the receipts by Rs. 20,075-0-11. The 
savings of the elephants working in the P. AV. and other Departments were not 


The value of work turned out in the Press was Rs. 81,292-11-11 leaving an 
increase of Rs. 2,661-1-15 over the previous year. The total cost to Government 
was Rs. 12,208. 

There were 535 subscribers in the year, being 3 less than in 1071. There was 
an increase of 8 in the number of copies officially circulated and an increase of 
10 in the number of copies struck off. 

The value of the stock at the beginning of the year was Rs. 28,704-4-6 and 
that of purchases inclusive of transmission charges Rs. 62,512-11-10. The value 
of the articles issued was Rs. 62,421-13-1 and the value of the stock remaining at 
the close of tie year Rs. 28,795-3-3. The stationery required for the year was 
mostly purchased from a Bombay firm. 

36 cases involving the examination of 100 artioles were attended to, of whioh 
21 cases related to human poisoning and 13 to suspected blood stains. Poison 
was detected in 8 of the former; and in 12 of the latter the presence of mammalian 
blood was found. There was one case of water analysis and another of an earthy 
looking substance supposed to contain common salt. 




PART II. 


DEPARTMENTAL CHAPTERS. 




CHAPTER I. 


GENERAL AND POLITICAL. 


(M. E. 1072—15th August 1896 to 14th August 1897.) 

1. Tie chief event- of the year was the celebration of the Sixtieth Anniver- 
-y of the glorious reign of Her Most. Gracious Majesty the Queen, Empress 

!. The auspicious and unique event was hailed with joy by His Highness 
Maha Rajah and his subjects and was celebrated with loyal rejoicings 

























and 2 juvenile offenders. 

“ At the termination of the Durbar, attar and pan wovo presented to the 
Resident, Mrs. Nicholson, and to the Commandant of the Nayar Brigade by His 
Highness the Maha Rajah, and to the other European gnosts by Their Highnesses 
the Elaya Rajah and the First Prince. His Highness the Malm Rajah and the 
Resident then left the Hall under the usual salutes from the artillery and the troops. 

“ In pursuance of the programme, there was a general illumination of the 
town on the night of the 22nd by the State and the public. The main roads and 
streets in the town, the Public Buildings, the Palades and the Residency were lit up 
and the illuminations proved a success on the whole in spite of the rainy weather. 

“At 8 y. u. the same evening, His Highness the Malta Rajah gave a State 
Dinner in the Dining Hall (Public office Buildings) at which the British Resident, 
Mrs. Nicholson, Their Highnesses the Elaya Rajah and the First Prince, and all 
the European ladies and gentlemen of the station with a large number of visitors 
from outside were present. The usual guard of honor was drawn up on the grounds 
and the hand of the Nayar Brigade played a' programme of music specially selected 
for the occasion. Both the Dining Room and the Durbar Hall, which was fitted up 
as a drawing room, were brilliantly lighted and tastefully decorated. 

“ Her Majesty’s health was proposed by His Highness as follows 


Majesty the Queen-Empress—a toast whi< u . 

is peculiarly welcome and interesting on this memorable and auspicious occasion. This dav, 
perhaps at this very moment, it is being honored and blessed in every part of Her Majesty’s 
vast dominioosj if not throughout the world. Her Majesty’s reign has proved an immense gain 
to civilization. The name ‘ Victoria 1 finds a happy and glorious significance in all that is con¬ 
nected with Her life and Her role- Victory of Virtue—victory of peace—in short Victory of all 
that is good and great- In paying homage to Her and honouring Her name, we obey the 
loftiest^dictates of duty_aud respond to, the highest instincts of humanity—Ladies and Gentle- 

“ The toast- was received with enthusiastic cheers, the guests standing up 
and singing the National Anthem while the band played. 

"After dinner there was a display of fire-works on the maid an behind the 
Public Offices, which, though somewhat marred by the rain, was effective. Large 
crowds assembled on the maidan to witness the show. 

“ The poor were fed at the capital: on the 22nd Instant at four different centres. 
Special arrangements were made to maintain order. • Arrangements had also been, 
made vdth the District Officers for the poor being fed at Paror, Kottayam, 
Alleppey, Quilon, Padmanabhapuroin, and Nagercoil. Treats were provided for 
the inmates of the Leper and Lunatic Asylums at the capital and the incurables in 
the Taikad Hospital. Donations were also given to the Leper Asylums at hfeyoor 
• and Alleppey and the Hospital at Magnamy. The poor of the Priend-m-need 
Society, tiie Women's Workshop, and the St. Vincent de Paul's Society, Trivan¬ 
drum, were also given money doles through their respective managers. 

“Arrangements were made for providing treats for school-children Through- 
out the State, and the duty was delegated to the Inspectors of schools and heads 
of private educational institutions in the country. A sum of Rs. 2,500 was allotted 
for this.purpose. 

“The arrangements regarding the treat to school-children at Trivandrum 
tvere made* by the Principal of the College acting along with the Headmasters of 
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" He next proposed His Highness’ health as follows 
nces, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

‘ We have just joined in drinking the health of Her Majesty th 


does indeed comprise ■ 

E!i? e '"' r ' ch '' 


of loyalty to th 
Stills which, com£ 


is in happy imlopciuh'iiee of aggression, has 
._ ..... thofriendamp and nmlov the iegis of that. 

3 


of that State, who is present with ns to-nigllt,... ... ... . -- -- ~. r ._ 

once again by State ceremonial, by public beneficence and by permanent memorials of a vain- 
able character, his affection and ioyaity for Her Majesty^and foi^the limpire over whicli^She 

that these are the genuine expressions of confidence in tlio Strength, the wisdom and the friend¬ 
ship of the British power as centred in Her Most Gracious Majesty. 

‘ I now invite you all to join with me in wishing long life, health and happiness to our 
honored guest, His Highness the Mal:a Rajah of Travancore, and prosperity and happiness to 

“It was received with cheers and His Highness made an appropriate 
acknowledgment. 

DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE PEOPLE. 

% “ Special thanksgiving services were held on the 20tli dime in the Anglican 

Church at Trivandrum, the Roman Catholic Church and tho London Mission 
Chapel, as also in Churches and Chapels throughout the country. 

“ The people of Trivandrum, as already stated, very cheerfully responded to 
the invitation to decorate their gates and have a general illumination on the 22nd 


“A public meeting called by M. R. Ry- Shimgrasoobyer Avergal, v, r. was 
held at the Victoria Jubilee Hall, Trivandrum, on the 18th May 1897 at 4-30 p. m. 
in connection with the celebration of the Sixtieth Anniversary of the reign of Her 
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress. 

* “ Proceedings of the meeting. 

‘M. R. Ry. Shnngrasoobyer Avergal presiding. 

‘Proposed by M. R. Ry. Rama Vaxroa Raja Avergal, Raja of Parapanad. 

‘ Seconded by Mr. R. Ramanatlia Rao. 

‘I. That this meeting considers it desirable that a loyal address of congratu¬ 
lation representing all sections of the community be sent on completion of the 60th 
year of the glorious reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty , the Queen-Empress, en¬ 
closed in a suitable casket. 

* Carried unanimously. 

‘ Proposed by Mr. Vedadrisadasa Mudaliar. 

‘ Seconded by M. S. Ry. Sri Narayanan Tampi. 

£ II. That a telegram* of congratulation be despatched so as to reach Her 
Majesty on June 22nd. 

* Carried unanimously. 

‘ Proposed by the Rev. Father John. 

: Seconded by Mr. Davood Sait. ’ 

‘III. That the 22nd of June be observed as a 

throughout the State. 

* Carried unanimously* 

1 Proposed by Mr. C. X Karim , * 

‘ Seconded by Mr. V- Subram&ny Iyer. 


day of public ’rejoicing 
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CHAPTER II. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND. 


r.Awn R.TCVHKlifi. 



In. the demand for the Trivandrum Division tlie receipts from the Viruthy 
Settlement—Es. l.o2,371—-are included, though their collection was in charge of a 
special Officer quite unconnected with the division—Es. 39,805 sale proceeds of the 
forest land, and Rs. 40,714 paid by the British Government under tlio lease of the 
Periyar project tract are. likewise independent items included in the demand for 
Kottayam. These amounts were directly received into the Hnzur Treasury. 
Leaving them out, the demands and collections in the two Divisions stand as 



Thus the actual rates of collection so far as division administration is concern¬ 
ed were 95,93,- 96 and 95 for the four divisions respectively. Quilon stands first, 

I rivandrum is considerablyJoeloiv the rest and Padmanabhapuram shows a decided 
improvement over the previous year. In fairness to Kottayam it should be stated 
that, so tar as the items of revenue go which belong to the Devaswom lauds in. 
Cochm territory, the local authorities could not resort to any compulsory process, 
and they were net wholly to blame for the unrecovered balance which amounts to 
Es. 13,421. In the matter of recovery in this respedt the CochinDewaahaskindly 
promised assistance, and the Division Peishcar- is expected to communicate with 
him in cases of difficulty. * . 

5. In the followmg 5 taluks the collections were effected with b"t a nominal 
balance at the close of the yearTiruvalla, Shertalay, Thodupuzha, Moovattu- 
pnzha, Kunnatnad. In 6 others—Quilon, Kottarakara, Pattanapnram, Kunnattur, 
Cliengannur and Yycome—the arrears ranged from Es. 100 to Es. 300. 





6. The remissions—Rs. 1,35,506—are composed of two items (1) representing 
taxes permanently reduced from time to time and (2) those remitted on the year’s 
perished crops and fallows. Item (1) is entered year after year as a mere matter 
of form and properly speaking should not be borne in the current accounts. In 
respect of the settled taluks this item does not appear. Item (2) alone concerns 
the year’s transactions. The latter amount was Rs. 78,235, being less than the 
previous year’s by Rs. 30,804—-the result of a more favorable season. The remissions 
(2) boar on wet land alone and stand thus distributed:— 



In the case of the Padmanabbapuram Division remissions arc allowed on 
perished crops and m certain parts ot Tovalay and Agastisvarom oil fallow lands. In 
the Trivandrum Division remissions are limited to perished crops and only iqr two 
taluks, Trivandrum, and Neyyattmkara. In . the Qiulon Division the taluk of 
Shencottah is treated more or less on the same tooting as Tovalay and Agastisvaram. 
In the rest of Qmlon and throughout tiie Kottayam Division the system of remission 
applies exclusively to PazhaniUm areas biennially and in some cases trienniallv. 

It is noteworthy that the remissions in the Trivandrum Division were almost 
■nil, being only Rs. 43. 

7. Under wet there was an addition of 5,320 acres assessed to the public 
revenue in the year. This raises the total wet acreage under registry to 5,85,798. 
Calculated on the aggregate of net demand phis the year’s remissions—total. Rs. 
19,44,755, the incidence of tax comes to Rs. 3-chs. 8-c. 1.5 per acre. This rate, 
however, cannot be taken as strictly representing the average burden, for the 
reason that the aggregate figures entered contain not only actual land tax but 
sundry items of receipts such as prices realised from lands publicly sold, acreage 
rates on Puthuvals registered, back arrears due on such registry, &c. 

8. Deducting the amount of Rs. 34,263 written off in the year as irrecoverable, 
the demand under old arrears amounted to Rs. 3,59,702 against Rs. 3,62,551 or 
Rs. 2,849 less than in the year preceding. Of this amount, Rs. 57,317 were 
collected against Rs. 52,774 in 1071, leaving a balance of Rs. 3,02,385 at the close 
of the year as compared with Rs. 309,777 or Rs. 7,392 less than at the close of the 
year previous. 
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bulk of the arrears against Kottayam—Rs. 1,48,082 out of 1,67,225-733 noticed in 
tie previous report, belongs to tie Devaswom lands in Cochin territory. 

10. The arrears date from 1056 and are shown below 



Steady efforts are being made to bring about a complete clearing. In the 
current year the arrears up to 1065 will be wiped off so. far as they relate to the ■ 
Southern Division, where alone they are heavy and involve mostly disputed items 
with no satisfactory data for enquiry. Tor a similar reason, the arrears against 
the Trivandrum taluk prior to 1064, the year preceding the introduction of the 
new settlement rates, will be struck off. Measures were adopted for this purpose 
and the sanction accorded belongs to the present year. 

11. The aggregate amount of land revenue is compared below:— 



13. The net revenue after deducting the expenditure from the receipts 
amoun ted to Bs. 19,78,889 against Ks. 19,07,689 in 1071. > The ratio of expenditure 
to receipts formed 15 per dent against 18*75' in the previous year. 
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coercive process. Of those served with demand notices, 54,224 persons or 8.V8 per 
cent paid up their dues at once as compared with 71'7 per cent, in the previous 
year, and the amount so paid formed 54-2 per cent of the demand against 61*6 
in 1071. 

The number of persons whose property was attached was slightly iu excess 
of the year before, though the amount in respect of wind) such proceedings had 
to be taken was less by Its. 4162. In Quilon the nutnhev of defaulters whose 
property had to be attached rose from 197 in 1071 to 1350 ; of whom, however, 90S) 
paid their tax before the property attached was brought to sale. 1 ho number oi 
persons whose property Was actually sold was 60 against 121 in 1071 ; the annum! 
for which sale had to be effected was much the sairm in both, years. ^ Immovable 
property was sold in 37 cases against 90 in the previous year. Particulars ol the 
extent of land attached and sold, the amount for the recovery of which it was 
attached, its estimated value and the actual sum realised by sale have-not been 
furnished by the Peishcars, who will be called upon to supply this omission iu future 


The percentage of property attached and sold was 6-3 and *4 against i 
respectively in 1071. The percentage of defaulters whoso property w 
is only *07 against T2 in 1071. In regard to the compulsory process it 
observed that the ryots generally speaking have yet to get habituated 

- rule of punctual payment, having been long accustomed to 

iL- “fills a lax system. As the Regulation comes to bo applied me 
ip _w " v j= more strictly, the tax-payers will more generally become rec 
' I w Sill IS to fc ke idea of voluntary payment within the prescribed him 


|| ‘ h [ m the several divisions are shown m the margin. 

lilt j i 163 persons were employed for service of process in addition 

lei® j I to the ordinary revenue agency and they cost Rs. 7,434 as compared 

-- with 137 persons and Rs. 4,588 in the previous year. 

6. 22 appeals were admitted under section 50 of Regulation I of 10G8 against 
Inclusive of arrears there were 36 oases for dispoial of which all but 6 were 
Dosed of—12 confirmations, 13 modifications and 5 reversals. 


in the ICottayam Division 
dl were alone as in last ye 
lie cases being with the I 


and in the settled ti 
lar attended to by the ! 
Settlement Deparlmei: 






Tlie number of cases of registry of waste lands disposed of was 1,65.3 as com¬ 
pared with 1,520 and of escheat 14 against 1 in the year previous. The disposals 
compare favourably with the previous year. In Chirayrnkil the balance of Puthuvals- 
tliough much less than in 1071—is considerable and tho Peishcar’s attention has 


19. With 23 cases brought over from 1071 there were 121 appeals to the Appeal. 
Huzur from the decisions of the Peishcars in revenue cases. Of this number, 107 
were disposed of—46 confirmed, 29 modified and 82 reversed. Last year the 
number of appeals received was 105 and disposals 82. 

20. The extent of wet land and the number of gardens registered during the wastelands 

year outside the regular settlement operations were 5,320 acres and 2,789 against reg5stsred - 
1,051 acres and 4,923 showing an increase of 4,269 acres and decrease of 2,134 
gardens. ' 

21. Jihe following statement compares the revenue derived from the disposal of 
revenue cases during 1071 and 1072:— 
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Tlie total receipts amounted to Rs. 64,843 against Rs. 77,051 or Rs. 12,208 
less as compared with the previous year. 

22. The provisions of the Land Conservancy Regulation (II of 1067) were ex¬ 
tended to the taluks of Pattanapuram, Tiruvallah. Ckengannur, Kunnattur and 
Kottarakara. 


' Together with 
there were 373 oases 



70 cases of unauthorized occupation of Government lands, 
for disposal. 318* of these were disposed of, leaving a balance 
of 55—32 in Trivandrum, 21 in Quilon, and 2 in Padma- 
nabhapuram. Considering the small number of cases for dis¬ 
posal, the balandfe in the Trivandrum and Quilon Divisions 
calls for remark. 


23. The amount of fines imposed under tbe Regulation was Rs. 1350f and, 
inclusive of the outstanding balance of the previous year, the amount for recovery 
was Rs. l,465f of which Rs. 1,131* were recovered and Rs. 8 were written off as 
irrecoverable, leaving a balance of 326* at the close of the year. The greater 
portion of the arrears was in Kottayam (Rs. 196) and Trivandrum (Rs. 115*) 
34. The subjoined table shows particulars of the disposal of cases of transfer of 
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Out of 26,201 cases 15,197 were disposed of, leaving a balance of 10,704 cases 
or 41‘8 per cent of the number for disposal. Trivandrum show r s as in 1071 the high¬ 
est percentage of disposals and Padmanabhapuram the lowest. In regard to the 
latter division it has to be noted that the transfer cases belong to Tovala and 
AgastisVaram only. The Settlement records of these two taluks were made over in 
the year to the Revenue Department and the local officers could not be expected to 






apply themselves at once to fresh cases of transfer of Pnttahs. Details had to be 
studied and the conduct of business arranged under the new system for which time 
was needed. It is hoped that the Peishcar will see to the speedy clearing of the 
file, as every facility is afforded by the Settlement in this direction. 

In Kottayam 6 appeals were preferred to the Peishcar against the decisions of 
the subordinate officers and with the 2 which remained at the close of 1071 there 
were 8 appeals of which 3 were disposed of. 

25. There were llo appeals in the other Divisions, the taluks being mostly under 
the Settlement Department in the matter of Puttah transfers. Three appeals 
were preferred to. the Huzur from the decisions of the Kottayam Peishcar of which 



As usual the circuit work of the Quilon Peishcar compares unfavourably with 
that of hi$ colleagues. The Peishcar of Padmanabhapuram, though he was in 
camp 227 days, did not inspect the only Tobacco Bankshall in the division or a 
single Proverthy Granary. 


27. The following statement gives particulars of cases of .acquisition of land for 
public purposes:— 



The percentage of disposal was 62-2 against 68-5 in 1071. The Trivandrum 
Peishcar disposed of the largest number of cases and his work represents the high¬ 
est percentage of disposal. In Trivandrum as in Padmanabhapuram last year, the 
number of ex parte decisions showed an increase. The arrears werp the heaviest in 
Quilon and the percentage Of work turned out was also small. Two Appeals were 
disposed pf by the High Court and two were left for disposal when the year closed. 

The amount of compensation paid was Es. 71,882 against 37,158 in 1071. Rs. 
60,207 were for lands in the Trivandrum Division. 

28. Ko loans appear to have been granted during the year. Two old cases of Adrian 
application for loans were pending with the Tahsildar of Agastisvarain and the 
delay is very unsatisfactory. • 
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OHAPTOli 


29. The following are some of tlie. measures adopted during the year hearing- 
on Land Revenue:— 

(1) For the benefit of those who had to pay up Chumathala- Chilaru Mirhoin 
(liabilities and ont-standmg-s) a low rate of 2| fanams per paroh of paddy was fixed 
for purposes of commuting- the gram demand m tlie case of payments made before 
the close of the year. 4 similar concession was extended m regard to arrears on 
Puthuvals or waste lands registered m the settled taluk of Nedrnnangad. 

(2) Interest on arrears ot tax due m the Trivandrum and Padmanabliapivraui 
Divisions and m the taluk ot Hheueottnh was remitted on payments made before 
the close of the year. 

(8) As adverted to m para 35 ot the last report, all arrears under the head 
of “ Mutlialelpu ” and all sendees in that connection were abolished. 



SURVEYS (1896-97.) 


60. The operations of the department during the year were of a multifarious Sr'S 11 "" ” f 
character and embraced all the divisions of the State. Sur.-cjY'”" 1 

Dapnnnnt. 

81. The regular or ordinary Cadastral Survey was in progress in 5 taluks— &<kstmi 
Changanachery, Kottayam, Shertallay, Vaikam and-Ettumaimr. The first two were (jjTotWrv. 
completed and the last taken up during the year. 

Survey of scattered patches of cultivation continued in all the taluks of the W/i* 1 ™ 1 
Southern Division and also in Neduinangad and Nevyattmkara—Trivandrum Dm- =u»ciii.n«.u,. 
sion. This is a finish iug- process for purposes of Settlement, as explained in para 
38 of the last year’s report. There were 8 taluks—Kalkulam, Vilavancod and 
Nedumangad—where individual holdings comprised m village sites and other 
minor circuits had to be separately surveyed as coming under Pnttahs. 

Other items of a miscellaneous character that engaged the field party were:— 

(1) Revision of survey of the areas covered by the Kodayar project works in 
progress. 

(2) Separate measurement of individual irrigation tanks in surveyed taluks. 

(3) Revision of survoy of 1S6 fields in the taluks of Trivandrum, Nedu- 
maugad, Chiraymkil, Tovala and Karunagapalli referred by the Settlement 
Department. 

(4) Rectification of village boundaries in the taluks of Shencottah and Kartiea- -~ 

palli. 

The area measured in all was 341’89 square miles against 835-59 in 1071. 

Requisitions made by the Settlement Department for aid of the survey party 
in certain miscellaneous items gave rise to correspondence between the two depart¬ 
ments, and rulings were passed by Government defining the procedure to be 
followed. 

32. Boundary survey, ordinary, was carried on in the taluks of Changanachery, jtamfrw 
Bbertallay and ‘Vaikom. There was also miscellaneous survey in six taluks in “ mI ' 
the south. The total out-turn in this item of work was 309-52 against 306'95 
square miles in the preceding year. 

33. Rail- areas to the extent of 358-6!) square miles comprising the taluks of ai»«or 
Changanachery and Kottayam and some scattered areas belonging 1 to 6 of the " 
southern taluks were held ready for settlement. The corresponding figure for 

1071 was 329 -53 square miles. Including the out-turn of the year under report 
the aggregate area surveyed and inside over to the .Settlement Department is 
3,415-82 square miles covering 1 22 taluks. There remain 9 taluks to be worked 
out by the Survey Department. 

34. The work done in mapping was:. UbwatUt 

(«) Village, mays. —446-69 square miles under Cadastral Survey—ordinary, 

special and miscellaueoiisu-in 8 taluks. ' 

(b) Ihpnblicatinn of village map*. —69-50 squa.ro miles in the taluks of Tovala,, 
Agastisvaram and Trivandrum. 

(/-•} Topographical taluk maps. —779-79 square miles embracing the 4 taluks 
of the Trivandrum Division and the Quilon taluk. 

(d) Special map *.—Police reference map of Travaneore, No*J.... 



CHAPTER If. 


35. Field measurement sketches of the Karunagapalli taluk comprising 1,48,870 
survey fields were duplicated during the year. 

36. Subjoined is a statement comparing the progress of work under all items 
with that of the previous year. 



The out-turn in almost every item shows an improvement over the previous 
year. The result would have been more marked hut for the employment of a third 
of the establishment during the whole year in surveys of a miscellaneous nature in 
the completed talnks of South Travancore which of course could not be helped. 

37. 128 observations for azimuth were taken and worked out during the year. 
The variation of the magnetic needle was 30'—50" east, and the average number 
of angles between observations, 52. 

38. The progress made in the survey of the State until tho end of the your 
under report is shewn below t— 



39. A statement of the strength of the establishment as it stood at the beginning 
and end of the year will be found in the Appendix. Excepting a small increase in 
the temporary staff of the field establishment no tangible change has been made 
in the department. 

40. The cost of the department for the year was Its. 90,468 against Rs. 82,798 
in the year preceding. The increase was due to the slightly higher average field 
establishment maintained during the year, to increased special allowances on account 
of surveyors in the Periyar tracts, excessive line clearing in surveying Periyar water- 
spread and decreased stoppages for short out-turn. 







> were thro’ .... 
ifl merits. In 156 1 


41. The cost of survey to the State up to the end of 1072 amounts to 

Rs. 14,53,848-chs. 15-c. 7 and the average rate per square mile for the taluks of **»rnmtU 
Changanachery and Kottayam (completed in the year was Rs. 133-22-11 and 
Rs. 190-25-8, respectively, which testifies to the judicious economy exercised by 
the Survey Superintendent in regulating the progress of work. 

42. Mr. Tomlinson recurs to the comparative results of survey measurements •“ 

over ayacut areas. But, as remarked in para 4-9 of the last year’s report, the nmt*. 

comparison is of no practical value for want- of a common basis. So far as fresh • 

areas of cultivation go, he gives 16,189 acres as being brought to book in the case of 
the 3 surveyed taluks of Pattauapuram, Shencottah and Kottayam. 

43. There were in the year six convictions for default under the Boundary 

Regulation (III of 1058). Regulation. 

44. There were 1,482 complaints preferred by ryots against demarcation and & 
registry. Of these 994 were disposed of with the result that 

cases or 16 per cent, rectification of original demarcation o 
rendered necessary against 10 per cent in the previous year. 

45. An important item of work accomplished in the year under report was the 
survey of the Periyar water-spread. Mr. Tomlinson observes, ‘ The extremely g>«ad an* 
tortuous configuration of the Reservoir formed of numerous creeks and the border- bucSS?” 
ing tangled mass of bamboo jungle taxed the powors of surveyors to the utmost.’ 

The Periyar lake as defined and surveyed with the appurtenances has been found 
to comprise 8,686’68 acres against 8,100 acres estimated in the lease deed. 

The coffee and tea estates in Peermade and Periyar tracts were also surveyed 
during the year disclosing cases of unauthorised interference with the boundaries 
of original grants. The general survey of the whole tract has been a decided 
advantage in every way. 

46. It is gratifying to note that the out-turn for the year, viz. 358*69 square §Jjf tun, 3£ 
miles has exceeded the forecast and that it is the highest on record. If the pro- 

gress of work in the year under report and in the previous years be steadily main- reeord ‘ 
tained in the future, the completion of the survey operations throughout the State 
may well be expected within four years. Even then there may be items of a mis¬ 
cellaneous character as in the past for which a margin will have to be allowed. 

47. The usual statement of. taluks completed and remaining to be surveyed 
and a diagram showing the progress of work up to the end of the year under 
report will be found in the Appendix. 

48. The Superintendent was out on.circuit 104.days and travelled 1,426 miles 
visiting 25 villages in the taluks of Shertallay, Vaikain, Ettumanur and Changana- 
•cliery where alone regular survey operations were in progress. 

Miscellaneous Survey. 

49. In the year under report, twenty applications for waste lands for coffee 

and tea cultivation in the Peermade, Devicolum and Shencottah ranges aggregating 6 w ’’ 
ah area-of 6,000 acres were received, inspected and reported upon by the Assistant 
in charge of the Department. Of these, 2,500 acres of land were sold by public 
auction. The Assistant had also to investigate and report on a dispute by the 
North Travancore Land Planting and Agricultural Society regarding a plot of 
land advertised for sale. 

50. The out-turn of field work was 4,296 acres and 97 cents. It might have. 
been better, but for the fact that the Assistant and ono of the surveyors were laid 
up during a good part of the working season. 91 maps were also prepared by the 

department. 

51. The additional hands sanctioned at the close of 1071 were entertained JjJJjWkk* 
during the year, so that there are at present 2 surveyors, 2 draftsmen, 2 com- ' . 
puters and 1 clerk. 

52. The cost of the establishment during the year amounted to Rs. 5,985-ch. 8- Cost. * 
c. 4, as against Rs. 3,666-chs. 19-c. 14, in the year preceding*. This increase 

is due to the addition to the strength of the department. The cost of regular 
survey was Re. 1-4 pies and that of rough survey 4 as., per acre. 






55. In 4 taluks, Tovala, Agastisvaram, Nedumangad and Kartikapalli, the 
work had been dosed in the previous year so fax as to admit of the settlement rates 
of assessment being introduced at the beginning of 1072. There were, however, 
minor items of work whiolf still remained behind and which did not finally eloso 
noth the year. The Settlement Peishcar’s attention was drawn to the pending 
appeal eases in all these places and to the uncleared file of Putlnwal applications in 
Nedumangad. 

Leaving out these 4 taluks there were 15 at. various stages of progress. 

1. Quilon—at the closing stage. 

' 2. Ivarunagapalli—next in advaneo. 

3. Neyyattinkara—under assessment operations. 

4. Yilavankod, Kalkulam and Eraniel—under preparation for assessment. 


5. Kottarakara, Ampalapuzha, and Tiruvalla—where registration formed 





These 


;ributed:— 



Waste lands form *55 per cent and Porambokes 26*65 per cent of the total 

58. Out of areas * cultivated and occupied * the wet area in the two taluks taken 
together is 23,594 acres or 36*20 per cent. 

59. The occupied area for the first time brought to account at the present 
settlement was 352 acres or *54 per cent of the aggregate extent of cultivation. 

60. The scale of rates of assessment adopted for these taluks was as below:— 



The rates in the first column bear on the first crop. On double crop land 
half rate is added for the second crop. Thus, if 7 cottas be fixed as the assessment 
on an acre for the first crop, the rate for the second crop would bo 3$ cottas. So the 
total assessment on an acre would be 10£ cottas. A deduction of 10 per cent is 
allowable for unprofitable areas measured into the fields. Thus the net assessment 
on land falling under grade I is 9£ cottas. The former ayacufc rate stood at 10 
cottas. The assessment is payable half in grain and half in money at a commuta¬ 
tion rate of 2 Rs. a cotta. The latter was fixed many years back and is very low 
compared with the ruling market prices in recent years. Still in the interests of 
the ryots the commutation rate was left undisturbed. 

61. In respect of garden or planted areas the assessment is £ combination of 
tree and dry rates. Unlike Other parts* the following trees are subject to tax in 
South JUavancore in addition to the cocoanut, jack and arecanut:— 

'Rate. 

: ' 1. Palmyra .8 cash. 

, 2. Tamarind .'. 2 chs. 

3. Mango 12 cask. ' •>' 

4. Punnai .».. ; ... 12 cash. . 






OHAPTBE II. 


The tax applies only to bearing trees. 

62. The dry rates per acre are of 13 grades from 15 fanams to 1 fan am, and 
the rates applied in the twt> taluks were fanams 15-10-8^-7-6-5-4-3-2-1^ and 1. 

63. Owing to various tenures on* which permanent remissions are allowable as a 
matter of long established right, the full assessment does not represent the Govern¬ 
ment revenue. In Tovala 70 per cent and in Agastisvaram 78 per cent of the 
full assessment form respectively the proportions of revenue actually payable to 
Government as shown below. The percentages 63 and 66 given in the Settlement 
Peishcar’s report are calculated without the 10 per cent discount on the full assess- 



The demand of revenue as per former accounts aggregates Rs. 2,69,767. 
Deducting the settlement figure of net demand its. 2,59,664, the difference is 
Rs. 10,103 against the present revision. As the settlement accounts were not closed 
and as there were still some puttahs to be issued, the settlement revenue must 
exhibit a higher figure and consequently the difference must be lower than Rs. 

64. In the Peishcar’s report the loss of revenue is stated to be Rs. 34,000 which 
is clearly an error. The ayacut revenue has been wrongly entered as Rs. 2,93,796. 

65. The fall of Rs. 10,103 is 3‘7 per cent of the ayacut total and bears entirely 
on wet cultivation. The garden and dry areas have yielded an increase of Re. 
4,039 over the ayacut. Having regard to the exceptionally heavy burden on wet 
lands in the two taluks, the relief now afforded is not too liberal. 

66. The following table compares the rates per acre of full assessment and net 
demand on wet and diy land:— 






REVENUE SETTLEMENT. 


67. The trees assessed at the settlement were as below:— 


Talnks. ] 

J 

< 

i 

1 

1 

l 

I 

1 ! 

T „ al „., 

' 5,807 

,,496 

so 

1,118 

M*»i 

+.B ; 

,,099 

1,04,465 

A * Mbra ~”.j 

8S.274 

94 

,,660 

6,949 

416,561 

8,764 

94,1-19 j 

6,09,950 

T :z: 




5,066 




7,14,685 


68. The subjoined table gives the increase or decrease in the number o£ trees 
of the several descriptions compared with those recorded at the previous settlement 
of 1012—60 years back:— 


-90,745 + 6,418 — ] 


As regards this comparison it has to be noted that there is no 
of'the palmyra and^ others, young trees not come to hearing. 
The co 


at tree has varying 
la and 2| chs. for A 


block rates; the average rates per tree sti 


Is. 14,168, 


at chs. for Tovala an 

70. The total area covered by tree tax is 3,966 acres, yielding an aggregate 
assessment of Bs. 19,491. The average incidence is nearly Bs. 6 an acre. 

71. The extent of dry area is 84,990 am 
which gives an average rate of 11 chs.-5 ca 

72. The wet area is 23,594 acres with a total assessment of Bs. 3,28,000. The 
average per acre is Bs. 14 

73. The average rates of assessment above given do not represent the actual 
burden of tax. The following figures compare the full assessment, the proportion 
of net revenue and the average burden on '' wet ’ and ‘ garden and dry ’ areas:— 







From this it -will be seen that the favourable tenures predominate m> 


74. The average wet 
gated and rain-fed. The incident 
data are furnished as to 

75. 


tax of Es. 9J- an acre relates to 


76. The number of survey fields coining under puttabs is 32,295 covering 20,253 
acres in Tovala and 71,128 covering 42,298 acres in Agastisvaram. So the average 
size of a puttah survey field is -62 in the former and -59 in the latter taluk. 


Single. Joint. Total. 

. 7,021 1,796 8,817 

- 67,70 22,779 

79. The average number of survey fields for every puttah w; 
pectively in the two taluks. The maximum number of survey fi 
a puttah was 132 in Tovala and 149 in Agastisvaram. 

80. The amount of tax payable under a single pnttab is in 


Tovala . 


12 & 13 


Es. Oh.. C. Rs. Ch. 

880 4 „ „ „ 

510 15 13 „ „ 

81. The cases of transfer of puttahs fall under the following heads:— 

(1) Cases where puttahs were granted on claim of lineal succession —Tovala 
10,541 or 37-89 per cent, Agastisvaram 26,490 or 50-20. 

(2) Cases where puttahs were granted on deeds of sale, partition, gift &c.— 
Tovala 12,600 or 45-30 per cent, Agastisvaram 20,376 or 38-61. 

82. The other cases rela,te to Puthuvals or fresh areas of cultivation. 

83. The appeals from original decisions in registration cases in tho two taluks 
together were 661 or less than 1 per cent. 

84. These appeals'do 
that year there were onl“ ' 
balance of 127 cases. ' 

for Tovala are correct as to the disposals—200 c_,__ 

,1s- 646 and balance 22 making in all 668—ai-e: _ 

atjuluk Again he speaks of these disposals 
’ ” is observed above, there were only 

' ’ is they- •-« 


_ nt the work of the year under report. In 
only 375 cases to be dealt with including the previous year’s 
;. The Peishcar’s statement is misleading. While his figures 


total 452 ca 


of his 


e filed, the. taluk 


f they^elatedto 1072, while,°as 

appeals which should have been worked off <__ 

Itaviug been made over for collection of the settlement r 

he admits, 94 ap B eals still left at the close of the year. His attention will again bo 
drawn to this point on which he offers no explanation in the report. 

85. The total number of objection petitions on rough puttahs in "both the 
taluks together was 5,446 or. about 17 per cent of the aggregate number of 
puttahs. Of this, the petitions for reduction of rates were not' more than 7 per 
cent, the rest being of a miscellaneous nature. Tho comparatively low percentage 
of objections to rates of assessment speaks to the moderation and fairness of the 
revision effected generally. 




86. The settlement of the two taluks has not only afforded palpable relief of 
the exceptionally heavy burden on land but has resulted in the removal of many 
inequalities and anomalies which characterised the former system. 

T. The rates were laid on only bearing trees, those below beariug being totally 
exempted as in other parts of the State. 

XL Numerous petty cases which complicated the accounts and which pressed 
hard on certain tenures were abolished. 


,pp^K 


III. The water rate which was uneven m its incidence and partial in its appli- 
tion was revised on a uniform principle with reference to the sources of water 
ly and_the irrigation works maintained at public cost. 

i of allowing fallow remissions on wet areas which was 
fraught with anomalies was corrected and placed on a satisfactory tooting with 
regard to actual conditions of cultivation. 

V. The practice of periodical inspection of dry crops raised on wet areas 
and taxing them at varying r^tes afforded large scope for irregularity and abuse 
on the part of the petty local officials. In the interests of the ryots concerned the 
system was simplified and a uniform proportion of the wet assessment was fixed 

Tliis change has been acceptable to 'the ryots and appreciated by them. 

VI. Another important change effected was as regards the largo traot of dry¬ 
land measuring upwards of 3,000 acres on the Tuvalu, frontier. It was for the 
first time brought under permanent assessment m accordance with the general 
scheme of settlement. .Formerly no tax was laid on the land. The revenue was 
dependent on tlie crops Raised. The tenure was of the nature of an assignment 
and the state of things was anything but. satisfactory. This was noticed under 
para 66 of the Administration Report for 1068. Now the individual holdings 
comprised in the tract have all been settled with the occupants who have thus 
acquired permanent rights of property. The assignee’s interest has been severed 
from the tract and he lias been compensated* by a fixed annual money grant. 


87. The area of the ta-luq as per present survey is acres 44,374-36 or a little 
more than 69 square miles. It is thus distributed :— 

(1) Cultivated and occupied area 37,913-43 acres. 

(2) Uncultivated and unoecupiahle area 6,460-93 acres. 

The first includes the area covered by Government buildings, Government 
gardens &c. measuring 103-3S acres; the rest 37,810-05 represents the aggregate 
of private holdings of which the area under Government puttalis is 36,376-41 acres 
and the remainder 1,433-64 consists of free-bold properties totally exempt from 


to the public revenue. 
Wet 
Garden 


90.* As in other parts tlie parah unit applying to wet area has been fixed at 
14 cents. Formerly it varied with each revenue field. Judged by this fixed 
standard of 14 cents, the extent of wet lands—28,792 acres as per survey—is 
equivalent to 1,69,647 parahs. But the ayacut figure is 1,89,014 parahs. * The 
difference—19,367 parahs—represents the decrease by survey. In other words tlie 
ayacut parah averages only 12 cents, being less by 2 cents tlian the fixed standard. 











the high proportion of additional revenue, 

95. The rates oii coeoarmt trees give an average of 2 clis. a c., which is 
moderate and not higher than the ayaont average. As regards the other two 
•classes the rates' are uniform; so the increased revenue was not due in any degree 
to increased burden in the way of assessment rates. 


96. The following figures compare the average settle 
per acre on all descriptions of land 

Rs. chs. c. 


Garden ... ... 7 17 ., 

Dry . 11 9 _ 

-Wet .23*’ 10 

Garden and Dry... 3 7 10 

While in the Nanjanad taluqs—Tovala and Agastu 
the highest, in Kartikapalli it was not, even half of the 


! garden 


cent were single and 4,740 or 37 per cent joint puttahs. 

98. The maximum number of survey fields in one puttafa was 382, the minimum 
1 and the average 6. 

, 99. The maximum revenue demand under a puttah is Rs. 828—the minimum 3 

-cash and the average Re. 1 chs. 8 e. 13. 

100. The number of objection petitions on rough puttahs was 3,020 as per 
returns received, while the number entered in the Peishcar’s report is 3,663. The 
latter figure is 28 per cent of the total number of puttahs. This is higher than in 
Tovala and Agastisvaram. The report is silent as to the number relating to 
rates of assessment and the actual disposals. In regard to the latter the returns 
show that 23 petitions were pending at the close of the year under report. The 
.■settlement rates were introduced at the beginning of the year. 

101. The cases for registration enquiry were 29,028. 

(1) Cases in which puttahs were granted on claims of lineal succession 17,628, 

(2) On deeds of sale, partition, gifts &c., 7,998, 

(3) On Puth avals or fresh areas of occupation not registered before, 1,632. 

The remaining 1,770 cases involved the adjustment of Government rights. 

102. Each case involved a little over 2 survey fields and each puttadar had two 
<5ases for registration on an average. 

103. The appeals from original decisions were 613 or 2 per cent of the total, 

number of registration cases and. those from the appeal decision of assistants were . 
219. There was a balance of 85 appeals pending at the close of the year and they 
do not appear to have been disposed of even now. The Peishcar’s attention lias 
been repeatedly drawn to the matter and it is hoped that the file would be com¬ 
pletely cleared without further delay. * 

104> One important measure carried out in connection, with the settlement of 
this taluk is the abolition of the much abused Pnzhanilam system already referred 
to; as observed in para 75 of the previous Administration Report ‘the change has 
been welcomed by the ryots. The tax is now laid on the lands at a permanent 
annual rate and the scare of the Village Officials’ periodical visit so obnoxious to* 
the ryots.has been removed.’ 










110. This taluk was finally settled by the end of 1071 and the settlement rates 
wove introduced at the beginning of the year under report. 

111. The Settlement Peishcav gives no analysis of the results, the figures not 
being fully ready. 

112. There were more arrears left here than in the other settled taluks at the 
year’s close—about 600 registration cases, 1,000 survey fields to he brought under 
chittali, rough puttahs to he got ready, 82 petitions on rough puttahs, 7C fair 
puttahs due on rough puttahs already issued mid 128 appeals.. These are not 
reported to have been cleared yet. 

11$. Of the taluks in progress, Quilon.i.s the most advanced. Here the 
assessing process was over in 1071, and in the year under report the rates for 

villages except 3, the latter having been dealt with in the previous year. 

114, The field party was mainly engaged during the year in 

1. Registration. 

2. Disposal of revenue cases. 

8. Divide work. 

4. Abstract statements. 

5. Chittahs and 

6. Rough puttahs. 

Under registration the cases filed in the year were 532 and those investigated 
were 1,094. The disposals were 2,341 against 904 in 1071. 

115. The revenue cases, including the previous year’s balance were 1,059 of 
which 197 were investigated, leaving a balance of 862 cases at the close of the 
year. The Settlement Peishcar s own file was cleared of 281 cases. 

110. The number of survey fields subdivided for puttahs was 816. This is an 
item of work which devolves on classifiers m connection with registration enquiry. 

to btMvorked was completed m the year, and preliminaries to the preparation of 
cbittahs were commenced. In 11 villages, some progress was made in preparing 
rough puttahs, 4,830 being ready by the close of the year. 

118. One village, Kilikollur, was tried by the Settlement Peishcar in view to 

its final settlement at the shortest term possible. He put on 15 hands in that 
village who, he reports, have brought the village to a completion in 3£ months. 
But there are arrears still left under various items—cbittahs. rough puttahs, 
petitions, fair puttahs, registration cases and appeals. It is the completion of a 
taluk that is a proper test. The supervising staff and the higher grade officers, if 
they concentrate their attention on a village, as they must in the matter of such 
experiment, the progress of other villages cannot but suffer to that extent. The 
Peishcar is for increasing the establishment at the rate of 15 men he used for his 
experiment. As regards the question of raising the held establishment, Govern¬ 
ment have dealt with it fully and have sanctioned a revised scale as liberal as 
could be, consistently with the interests of general administration. It will be 
noticed in detail later on. This scale should stnotlv guide tho department 
hereafter. ' 

119. During the year the assessing operation was conducted in the ICavimaga- 
palli taluji. This is the most important process and devolves solely on the 
Settlement Peishcar and his higher grade subordinates. The 12 villages composing 
the taluk were' distributed for this work as follows2 villages to the Peishcar, 
3 to his local Assistant and the remaining 7 to four Supervisors. The Assistant and 
the Supervisors have done their respective villages. The Peishcar does not seem 
to have yet taken up any of the villages assigned to him, nor does it appear that 
he was personally controlling the process, an essential condition of the present 















(33) 


CHAPTER III. 


PROTECTION. 


LEGISLATION - (1896-97.)’ 

142. There was no change in the pci^omiri of the Council during- the year under 
report. 

143. Three meetings of the Council were held in 1072. Several of the Bills 
under consideration involved questions on which further discussion became neces¬ 
sary before they could be brought up in the Council. 

' The attendance averaged 8—5 officials and 3 non-officials—out of a possible 9. 

144. Three Regulations were passed during the year including the one passed as 
an emergent measure under section 10 of the Legislative Council Regulation (II of 
1063):— 

Regulation I of 1072. A Regulation to provide for the better prevention of 
the out-break or spread of Dangerous Epidemic Disease—received the assent of 
His Highness the Maha Rajah on the 24th February 1897. 

In view of the grave danger threatened by the rapid progress of the plague 
in British India, a special law of the kind was deemed urgently called for in the 
interests of public health and was accordingly passed in exercise of the special 
power under section 10. Regulations so passed have force only for G months; a 
subsequent Regulation has therefore been since passed through the Council mak- 

lUgulation II of 1072. A Regulation to shorten the language used in Regu¬ 
lations passed in Travaneore and to make certain provisions relating thereto— 
passed by the Council on the 29th May 1897, received the assent of His Highness 
the Maha Rajah on the 13th June 1807. This is a close adaptation of the Madras 
Act I of 1891. 

Be{/uJaUon III of 1072. A Regulation to provide for the construction, repair 
anti maintenance of Irrigation works and for the conservation and distribution of 
water for purposes of irrigation—passed by the Council on the 29th May 1897, 
received the assent of His Highness the Maha Rajah on the 19th June 1897. 

This important measure adopted after much deliberation and discussion brings 
the interests of agriculture throughout the State under a regulated system of even 
treatment in respect of irrigation with due regard to.special local conditions. The 
scope and effect of its operations arc calculated to be of far-reaching benefit to 
the ryots. 

145. The following Bills were introduced during the year— 

(1) A Bill to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure (V of 1067). 

(2) A Bill to amend the Abkari Regulation (I of 1034.) • 
j[3) A Bill to amend the Stamp Regulation (I of 1059). 

146* The Appendix contains the usual details about pending Bills. There were 
11 Bills for consideration including the 3 introduced in the year. Two Bills became 
law as Regulations II and III of .1072. The Departmental Enquiries Bill, the 
Penal' Code Bill and the Game Preservation Bill continued at the final reading 
stage. "With regard to the first named, it has since been withdrawn and a simpler 
Bill introduced in its place. And the last has been passed into law. 









The aggregate cost shows a marked decrease (—7724). The fall in most of 
the items is mainly traceable to the lower actual strength of the Force in 1072. 
The outlay for ‘ rewards ’ has more than trebled. 

The total cost (Rs. 2,00,105-chs. 18) gives an average of Rs. 122-clls. 17-c. 8 for 
a policeman or ehs. 2-c. 3 per head of population against Rs. 123-chs. 17-C.12 
and 2 chs. 4 c. respectively in the previous year and Rs. 188-as. 2-p. a and 1 n. 
01 p. in the Madras Presidency (1895). 

154. The departmental punishments inflicted upon the members of the Force 
are particularised in the following table:— 






The total number of punishments rose to 1,353 from 924 in the previous year— 
an excess of 429. The advance is found common to all the grades and in respect 
of the several kinds of punishments excepting “suspension.” The largest 
increase is in the award of black marks to Constables. With regard to Inspectors, 
no one was suspended during the year, but there was one case of dismissal against 
none in 1071, 12 were fined. 2 degraded, and. o awarded black marks; while in 
1071, with 3 cases of suspension there were only 9 of fining, 2 of degrading 
and 3 of black marks. Among the Head Constables, dismissals rose from 2 to 3 
fines from 13 to 43, black marks from 13 to 19, while there was a falling "off under 
degradation and suspension. The noteworthy increase in punishments, while 
it doubtless indicates a closer vigilance^uid control on the part of tho higher officers, 
is an unsatisfactory feature. Particulars of the offences which might disclose the 
real causes of the variation, would be useful information. 
















1 r,:i Till' nnmbur of those occurrences went up from 151 to 206. The numb® 
„f Im.i-,-- destroyed and tlie value of property lost, however, fell xrom 3,4 to -11 
■mil K- 1 -’O »»9 to Rs. 37,207 respectively. Fires were most frequent (83) m tin 
Trivandrum DR-ision, though the heaviest, damage (Rs. 25,110) sustained was, a 
in 11)71 in Ouilon. “There was,” says Mr. Bensley, “a wave of mischievous in 
veudifri-an during the hot weather in Trivandrum but the actual loss from tlicsi 
o 0( j fttes {s extraordinarily small. In the preceding year, the loss by fires was 
\i< \ o ) OOQ vrhile with a numerically greater number of fires, the damage done 
during tim year under report was less tlum one-third.” It was evidently wanton 
mischief suggested perhaps by a real accident with no other object than to keep 
lip a scare. Hail better detective resources been brought to bear on the matter the 
ldiscliicf would possibly not have gone even the length it did. Tn some cases the 
burning was confined to cadjans in the thatching over mud walls and the like. 

lij t." The Superintendent succeeded in introducing a better system of registers 
of Known Depredators ” during the year and they are reported to have been 
completed in most Taluks with accurate entries. 838 persons wore brought on 
tin 1 register as Habitual thieves and House-breakers. 131 of these were conviefcod 
and a goodly number are already in the jails. Details are subjoined :— 



From the number of gambling houses returned there appears to be consider¬ 
able scope for the operation of the Gambling Regulation recently passed. 


following compares the amount of grave 


during, the past 




results for the past 



There was an advance in the number of cases to be'dealt with—4,492 against 
4,093—though the number placed before the courts for trial was almost the same 
in the two years. Cases referred as false rose from 1,365 to 1,724—the increase 
almost covering the difference in tlje aggregate file. Cases transferred to the 
“undetected list” also rose from 17 to 50. Particulars of this list—how oases are 
relegated to it and what becomes of them afterwards—are not furnished. Mr. 
Beasley will supply the omission in his next report. The ratio of conviction in 
respect of cases and persons arrested shows no material variation from tho previous 
year’s results. The amount of lost property to be recovered was much the same in 
both years, but in the year under report the percentage of recovery was a decided 
improvement. 


167. The above results are shown below viewed separately under the Penal 
Code, Local and. Special Laws, and Nuisances:— 



| 

| 


1 


| i 



ti 

• 

fl 

jl 

pi 

•si 

p 

jt 

Jr 

J!i 

5^ 

i 1 

Otanrnk the Penal Code . 1 

69-0 

63-09 | 

57-7 

: 70-2 

64-8 

76 

Do. against Local and Special Laws ... 

90-3 

82-8 


893 

81-7 


>”■“”* '... 

939 

*» 



98 , 



As the cases under the Penal Code constitute the real test of Police efficiency, 
the year’s results were on the whole favourable. With regard to Nuisance cases 
the Police had considerable relief during the year.. Mr. Bensley observes:—“ Cases 
have been chiefly taken direct by the Magistracy thus saving us from this vain 
labor. ” Only 78 eases from the Conservancy department passed through the Police. 







shown below:— 



In Quilon and Trivandrum a. falling off is observed under all heads except 
recovery of property in which they prominently share the general improvement 
already noticed. Padmanabhapuram which ranked last m 1071 shews better 
results standing foremost in the matter of recovery of property—89-02 per cent. 
Kottayam shews improvement under all heads. 

169. The duration of investigation in cases charged varied from M to 69-6. 
(Todupuzha) against 17 to 25'5; and in those referred as false from 8'6 to 42-07 
against 4'2 to 51-6 respectively in 1071. In the same order, the period of deten- 
tion in Police custody ranged from less than a day to 2 - 6 days and 8*5 days. In 
1071 it varied from less than a day to 8'6 days and 15 days respectively. 




The: 


xt table compares the results of t]ie two years:— 


i Do. i’o £ 20 do. 


The number of witnesses examined bv the Police were 16,504, averaging 
nearly 4 per case dealt with. . 

170. 96 cases—or 37 more than in 1071—were pending disposal when the year 
closed. Of these, in 34 the pendency was under one month, in 25 between 1 and 
2; in 14 between 2 and 3; and in 23 above 3 months. As in the previous year, 
Quilon had the heaviest arrears (43)—13 being more than 3 months old. Trivan¬ 
drum and Padmanabhapuram contributed 8 each, but in Padmanabhapuram all 
the cases were under three months. Kottayam had 37 cases pending- 7 of which 
were of more than 3 months’ standing. 


Ill: Under this head the volume of crime to be dealt with differed little from 
the previous year but the results attained were far from creditable-^23 murders 
or 2 igore than m 1071 were reported during the year—20 cases were charged 
with the result that conviction was secured only in 8 or 40 per cent against 13 or 
f 1 ^ P^cent, The percentage of conviction of the arrested also went down so 
“ 88-2 fr .°™ 4o - Tt f e re ® ults “e left unexplained. The largest number i. e. 
50 pffl-eent of the cases charged was, as usual, from the Kottayam Division, of 
which four were brought to conviction. In Quilon, Trivandrum and Padmanabha- 
imram, the number charged was 5, 2, and 3 respectively and the number convicted 









was 2 each hi the first t wo and none in Paihnanabhapin-am. The results in regal'd 
to culpable homicide were much better. There were in all. 17 cases 1.0 of which 

172. The number of dacoities reported during- the year exceeded the previous 
year’s figure by 9—44 in Kottayam, 21 in Qnilon j 9 in Trivandrum and 5 in 
Padmanabhapuram. The bulk of the increase was in Kottayam. In Qnilon and 
Padmanabhapuram there was a fall. Of these, 12 cases were charged and 66 were 
referred as false. With regard to percentage of conviction, the improvement 
noticed in the last Report was not only not maintained but it went down exceeding¬ 
ly low, being 16-6 against 36'8—almost a return to the poor results of 1070. The 
aggregate value of the property lost was only Rs. 44, which shows that the cases, 
though technically grave, were not really of a serious uature. The whole of the 
property lost was recovered. 

173. The total number reported rose from 311 to 370. Of these 325 or 87-8 
per cent were referred as false and 45 charged. The cases reported comprised 14 
on the highways and 51 in dwelling-houses. The percentage of conviction both 
as regards cases and persons shows considerable improvement, being 55'5 and 40-2 
respectively against 33’9 and 23'1 in 1071. On the other hand, the proportion of 
recovery of property was extremely unsatisfactory, being only 7’8 as against 81-7 
in 1071 and 78'8 in 1070. This is not explained in the Superintendent’s report. 

174. 350 eases of house-breaking were reported against 343 in 1071 and 131 
were charged. There was conviction in 79 or 60’3 per cent of the cases and in 
respect of 46-03 of the persons arrested, against 67'8 and 45'8 respectively. Under 
recovery of property the results were much more satisfactory. Out of Rs. 12,590 
lost, Rs. 9,418 or 74'8 per cent was recovered against 46’4 in the preceding year. 

175. 192 eases were reported in the year as against 176. 107 were charged 
and in 78 or 72-8 per cent, conviction was obtained against 76-2 in 1071. The 
ratio of recovery of property, however, rose from the very low figure of 1071, tin., 
34 05 to 91-06. 

176. The number reported was 1,574—an excess of 425 over the previous year. 
956 of these were charged. 779 or 81-4 per cent were convicted against 83 per cent 
in 1071 ■ The percentage of conviction to persons arrested shows a slight increase 
while the ratio of recovered property declined, being 67'8 and 78-3 against 65-8 
and 79'7 respectively in 1071. The largest number (5T7) of thefts was in the 
Qnilon Division. 

177. The improvement noted in the last report under this head was barely 
maintained during the year under report. The number of cases referred by Magis¬ 
trates was 883 against 884 in 1071. "Kottayam contributed the largest number 
(347) as in the two preceding years. 610 were referred back as false and 540 


178. The number of cases referred by the Police shows an increase, being 1,114 

as compared with 859 in 1071. 890 or 79'8 per cent of these were directed to be 

struck off against 82-8 per cent. It is not stated whether the remaining cases 
were pending the orders of Magistrates or were taken on their files and tried, and 
if the latter, with what result. This information which would indicate the care 
bestowed by the Police in investigating cases referred as false should be furnished 
by the Superintendent in his future reports. 

179. Inclusive of arrears, accidentals &e., there were 5,182 cases for" investiga¬ 
tion. Of these only 73 or 1-4 per cent were handled by the Assistant Superintendents, 
2,547 or 49-1 per cent by Inspectors and 2,562 or 49-5 per cent by Head Constables. 
The corresponding proportions for 1071 were 1-8, 46'9 and 51-18. Ho details are 
given showing the work done by the Assistant Superintendents individually, nor, 
in reference to the remarks in the previous year’s, report, has any explanation been 
offered for the apparently less personal part taken by these officers in the investi- 









CHAPTER 


ARMS, AMMUNITION &c. (1896-97.) 

187. 92 permits as against 81 in 1071, were issued during the year for import¬ 
ing guns, gun-powder, revolvers, cartridges, percussion caps, sulphur, &c. A 
detailed statement shewing- the several stores, for the import of which permits 
were issued, and those aotually imported will, as usual, be found in the appendix. 
There was an increase under all items except empty cartridges and sulphur. The 
increased import of rifles, guns and revolvers was by privileged persons who 
passed through the country. 

188. Twelve export permits, mostly for exporting- guns and revolvers carried 
tor self defence, were issued against fourteen in the year previous. 

189. 66 licenses were issued for the sale and manufacture of arms, ammunition 
&c., being one less than in 1071. Of these 65 as against 64 were for sale and only 
one for manufacture. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE (1896-97.) 

Tribunals. 

190. The number of Courts that exercised criminal jurisdiction in 1072 was 
the same as in 1071, viz. 68, as specified below:— 

The High Court. 

5 Sessions Courts. 

6 District Magistrates’ Courts. 

7 First Class do. 

82 Second do. do. 

12 Third do. do. 

This is exclusive of the 3 Courts of the Special Magistrates appointed for the 
trial of European British subjects and that of the Special Appellate Judge. 

The state of Grime. 

191. The total number of cases filed in the criminal Courts during the year 
was 18,316 against 17,966 in the preceding year.' Of these, 15,902 or 86-82 per 
cent were for offences under the Penal Code and 2,414 or 13-18 per cent fo roffences 
under Special and Local laws as compared with 15,415 or 85 80 per cent under 
the former and 2,551 or 14'20 per cent under the latter in 1071. There was thus 
an increase of 350 cases, being the result of an increase of 487 under the Penal 
Code and a falling- off of 137 under Special and Local laws. The ratio of offences 
reported to population was 1 to 140, against 1 to 142 in 1071. Offences under 
the Penal Code stood in the ratio of 3 to every 161 persons and those under Special 
and Local laws, 1 to every 1,060 persons: against 1 to 166 and 1 to 1,003 res¬ 
pectively in the previous year. 

192. 641 of the eases reported were dismissed under section 181 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code and 1,099 were struck off as false, frivolous ,or vexatious against 
676 and 490 respectively in the year before. The large increase under the latter 
class—609—is noteworthy. Deducting these, the number of cases returned as true 
was 16,576 or 90‘50 per cent of the number reported against 16,800 or. 93-51 per 
cent in 1071. Of the cases returned as true, 14,285 or 89'83 per cent were under 
the Penal Code and 2,291 or 94-90 per cent under Special and Local laws, against 
14,376'or 93-26 per cent and 2,424 or 95-02 respectively in the previous year. 

193. Although the total number of cases reported shows an increase of 356 
from the preceding year, there was a falling off in the number returned as true 
over 16,800 to 16,576. The decrease, sir, 224—was made up of 91 cases under the 
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„ , ,, , n ,i I'Cj under Special and Local laws. Almost; all classes of offences 

..ffictitnr'lmm-m body and offences against public justice sliew a falling off both in 
. I . number of cases reported and those returned as true. Among offences relating 
to m-onertv there was a decline in cases of criminal breach of trust, receiving stolen 
property and mischief. On the other hand, there was an mcrease m the number 
of cases reported and those returned as true as regards theft (+ 879), extortion 
f+ 20), criminal misappropriation (+18). The abnormal increase under theft is 
attributed by the High Court to the scarcity that prevailed during the year m 
several parts of the State. There was also a rise in offences against public tran- 
ipiillity (+ 28), contempts of the lawful authority of public servants (+ 38), offences 
relatinn- to public health (+19) and offences relating to com and stamps (+11). 
Among offences affecting human body there was a slight increase (+ 5) m rape. 

;es were reported during the year against 
■e of murder, abetment of murder and 


l'i4. Of offences affecting life ( 
77 in the previous year, of which 2 
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lent!* by radi or negligent acts and 19 of attempt at or abetment of suicide, the 
•orrospoiuliug tignres for 1071 being 30, 22, o, and 15 respectively. The first three 
~ses shew°a dear falling off while the last shows a slight increase. The falling 
has occurred m all the Districts except Padraauabhapuram and Quilon, the 
eppey District being quite free from cases of this class. Padmanabhapuram 
ws an increase of 2 cases of murder over, the preceding year and 1 case each of 
<ing death by rash or negligent act and attempt at suicide, but had no cases of 
culpable homicide not amounting t-o murder while there were B such cases in 1071. 
In Quilon, though there was a falling off in the number of murder cases from 12 
to 0, culpable homicide not amounting to murder rose from 6 to 10, causing death 
by rash or negligent act from 1 to 2 and attempt at suicide from 7 to 11. 









Offince^ -mm«r public iustice fell from 130 to 75 the decrease being notice- 
., ■ i„ .,11 thi/Districts except the Cardamom Hills which shows a slight increase. 
There Wis „]<o a falling off in offences relating to religion from 11 to 4, mainly in 
Otiiloti and Pinlniambhapuram. Offences against com and Government stamps 
I xhiliif an unusual rise from 4 to 15, due to the detection a.nd arrest m Travancore 

| f rvt ral hatches of false coiners from foreign parts who had migrated into this 

c-rtutrv to pursue their operations. There was a small increase in offences 
irlitin" to documents, while offences relating* to marriage rose from 13 to 
dr tbrmcrease being contributed mainly by Padmanabhapuram which had 15 
such eases against 1 in the preceding year. 

>.i| pm-red under Special and Local laves aggregated 2,414 against 

■'111 in ion, thus dmwing a decrease ol 137. The decline is noticeable mainly 
hi off •nr- under the Police (-200), Abkari (-lib), Cattle Trespass (-50) and 
llr i -h of Contract f -2d) Regulations.- Cases under the Towns Conservancy and 
Improvi-ment Tobacco, Forest and Boundary Regulations increased by 108, 68, 25 
•uid 21 respectively over the corresponding figures for the previous year. Then- 
„ .. ,i... . Juba increase in cases under the Stamp, Opium and Bang, Revenue Re¬ 
covery, Gambling and Anns Regulations, while those under the Salt and Anchal 
Regulations shewed a slight falling oft. To the total litigation under Special and 
Local laws, offences under the Police Regulation contributed 31’2 per cent, those 
under the Abkari and Towns Improvement and Tobacco Regulations, 16-0, 13 6 
nnd 15'2 per cent, respectively against 87'7, 19-7, 8-6 and 9'8 in 1071. 


T’lu 


■s miller tlie Police Regulation w 
s also a slight decline m 


202. The total number of cases for disposal during the year amounted to 18,756 
consisting of 18,316 cases filed daring the year and 440 oases brought forward 
from tlie previous year and those ordered to be retried, the corresponding figures 
for 1071 being 18,390, 17,966 and 424 respectively. Out of the total of 18,756 
cases, involving +7,078 persons, 9,044 eases involving 23,576 persons wore disposed 
of under sections 1 SI, 224, 225, 236, and 25G of the Criminal Procedure Code 
against 8,339 cases involving 22,452 persons in 1071. Deducting these, the 
number actually brought to trial was 9,712 cases involving 23,502 persons against 
10,001 eases mvolving 22,144 persons in the preceding year. There was thus an 
increase of 705 cases and 1,124 persons in the number disposed of without trial, 
while those brought to trial showed a falling off of 339 cases with, however, an 
increase of 1,058 persons. 9,544 cases against 22,923 persons were disposed of 
during the year leaving 168 cases involving 579 persons pending at the close of the 
year against 9,937 cases affecting 22,127 persons aind 114 cases affecting 317 persons 
respectively in 1071. Of the persons tried 28-80 per cent were convicted against 
29-48 per cent in 1071. The percentages of conviction under the Penal Cod! and 
under Special and Local Laws were 22-56 and 76-71 per cent respectively against 
22 o4 and r7'0o per cent m the previous year. The fall in the percentage of con- 
victions under Special and Local laws is suggestive of want of sufficient care in 
starting prosecutions. 

208. The ratio of conviction in grave offences against life fell from 56-30 to 
■W-iSper cent the decline being specially noticeable under causing death by rash 
or n^igrat acts, minder and attempt at suicide. In culpable homicide the percent- 
M 1 40 f ® ^.°® enoea "g-x* jra-blio health, *eft and criminal 

misappropriation the ratio of conviction shows an increase, while a falling off is 
ropery, dacoity, receiving stolen property, and 
to - C ° m in nd GOTernm ®‘ stamps. Turning to compoiiidable 
oneness, there is a nse ra the percentage of conviotions in hurt, wrongful restraint 
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and wrongful confinement and defamation, and a decline in cases of mischief. The 
ratio of conviction secured under Special and Local laws shows an increase in offences 
under tie Salt, Stamp, Gambling, Anchal, Criminal Breach, of Contract, Boundary 
and Cattle Trespass Regulations, and a decline in those under the Police, Tobacco, 
Revenue Recovery, Opium and Bang and Forest Regulations. 

204. The total number of public servants charged as such was 291 against 271 
and the ratio of convictions 14-4 against 15T 
per cent in 1071. The marginal table gives 
details. The further fall in the ratio of convic¬ 
tion which in the last year was commented upon . 
as unsatisfactory calls for notice. The High 
Court observe:— “From the fact that of the 
public servants charged in 1.071 and- 1072 as 
many as 177 and 156 respectively are grouped 
together as haying been charged with offences 
other than those enumerated in the table and 
from the smallness of the ratio of conviction se- 

those committed by them in their official capacity 
are also included in the statements of at least 
some of the Courts. We intend to call for de¬ 
tailed statistics from the current year forward 
which will enable us to deal with the subject more fully.” 

The increase in the number of public sen-ants charged and convicted was 
contributed exclusively by the servants drawing Rs. 10 and under, while those 
drawing between Rs. 10 and 25 showed a decline. As in 1071, no person drawing 
Rs. 25 or above was convicted during the year under report. 

205. One out of every 55 persons according to the census population was in¬ 
volved in criminal proceedings during the year against 1 out of 57 persons in 1071. 
The ratio in the case of males was 1 to 29 and in the case of females 1 to 481 against 
1 to 81 and 1 to 471 in the year previous. The several creeds occupied the same 
position in both years, the Mahomedans taking the lead with a ratio of 1 to 28 
against 1 to 30 in 1071. Christians and Hindus follow in order, their ratios 
being 1 to 4-5 and 1 to 68 respectively against 1 to 47 and 1 to 66 in the previous 
year. The contribution by Hindus, Christians and Mahomedans to the total 
number of pel-sons involved was 62'90, 25’02 and 12-08 per cent respectively 
against 63-07, 25'12 and 11-81 per cent in 1071. Classified according to sex, 
94-37 per cent wei-e males and 5'63 per cent females against 94 and 6 per cent 
in the year before. The ratio of females charged to males was 1 to 17 against 1 
to 15 in 1071. The ratio of persons convicted to the total population was much 
the same in both years, being 1 to 404 against 1 to 405. The ratio in the case 
of males was 1 to 209 against. 1 to 212 while in the case of females it was only 1 
to 7,872 against 1 to 5,867. 

206. The number of juveniles charged was 482—430 males and 52 females 
against 785 or 718 males and 67 females in 1071. The striking decrease in the 
number, 303—288 males and 15 females-is satisfactory. Out of 482 juveniles 
charged, only 290 were brought to trial, the oases against the remaining 192 being 
dismissed, rejected as false or vexatious, withdrawn or compromised. Of the 
number charged, 60 or 20-69 per cent were convicted against 48 or 6-11 per cent 
in 1071. Tlus»is doubtless an improvement, but tbe percentage is still too low 
and points to the necessity for a better sifting of the complaints at the outset of 
the proceedings. The larger proportion of the convictions was for thefts aij in the 
previous year. Out of 60 juveniles convioted during the year 54 were males and 
6 females against 47 and 1 respectively in 1071. Only 5 of the convicted juveniles 
were sent to the Reformatory against 9 in the previous year. No satisfactory 
explanation has been offered for the very limited use of which the Reformatory has 
been made by the Criminal Courts. Their attention will again be called to the 
matter. 







Original Jurisdiction. 

208. Including the arrears of the previous year the total number of oases for ki». 
disposal was 18,751 against 18,382 in 1071, showing an increase of 369. In pre¬ 
liminary enquiries there was a falling' off from 493 to 455 while trials rose from 
17,889 to 18,296. Out of 18,751 oases for disposal, 18,590 were disposed of against 
18,273 in 1071, showing an increase of 317 oases. The arrears at.tlie close of the 1 
year were_161 cases against 109, the increase occurring exclusively in trials. The 
disposals however were in excess of the institutions by 272 cases. The average 
disposal by a Magistrate was 326 cases against 321 in the previous year. 

209. The following table shows the distribution of the file among the several 
grades of Magistrates:— 





The District Magistrates took up 27 cases more than in tlie previous year, 
their file being 111 cases against 117, while tlie file of the First Class Magistrates 
fell from 1702 to 1051, showing a decrease of 51 cases. The increased work of 
the year chiefly devolved on the Second and ThircTclass Magistrates. 

210. In the cases disposed of by the Magistracy during- the year, the number 
of persons involved was -16,516—2,083 in preliminary enquiries and 44,483 in 
trials, against 44,560, 2,076 and 42,490 respectively in 1071. Of persons involved 
in preliminary enquiries the percentage of committals to the Sessions Courts was 
much the same in both years, being 14'6 against 14-7. Of the persons tried by 
the Magistrates, 6,202 or 18-9 per cent were convicted as against 6,136 or 14'5 
per cent in the previous year. 


211. Out of 6,202 persons convicted during the year, 3,892 or 62-8 per cent 
were let off with fine against 3,965 or 64-6 per cent in 1071. There was an increase 
in the number sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, 1,586 or 25 p 6 per cent against 
1,394 or 22-7 per cent in the previous year. 69 persons against 50 were whipped 
in lien of other punishments, while tile number sentenced to fine and imprison¬ 
ment fell from 350 to 293. 15 persons against 4 in the preceding- year were impri¬ 
soned and whipped. The number of persons ordered to -work off advances in 
breach of contract cases also rose from 32 to 46. No person was sentenced to 
imprisonment, fine and whipping while there were 10 such in 1071. The rise in 
the number of persons whipped and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment and the 
fall in the number let off with fine are signs of improvement. Of the fines inflict¬ 
ed 99'1 per cent were below Rs. 50 against 99-05 in 1071. Only one person 
was fined more than Rs. 200 against .1 in the previous year. The number of 
persons sentenced to imprisonment showed an increase of 106, simple imprison¬ 
ment showing a falling off of 46 and vigorous imprisonment—an increase of 152. 
The number of persons sentenced to imprisonment for 6 months and above was 
108 against 99. Solitary confinement was awarded as part of imprisonment in 1 
case at. Alleppey while there was no such case in the previous year. 

212. 591 cases against 552 in 1071 were referred by the Magistracy to the 

Police for investigation, all of which were returned investigated during the year. 
The number of persons arrested by the Police under warrants issued by the Magis¬ 
tracy also showed a large increase, being- 14,335 against 11,324 in 1071. The 
average duration of cases for investigation and of pendency of warrants for arrest 
was 21 and 7 days respectively against 18 and 6 in the year preceding. The rise 
is attributable to the increase in the number of oases referred lor investigation and 
of warrants issued. It is hoped that the Magistracy are fully alive to the import¬ 
ance of so using Mieir power of referring cases to the Police" for investigation as 
not to materially interfere with the legitimate and by far the more important 
duties of the Police in reference to cognizable offences. * 


213. The duration of preliminary enquiries and trials before 










of trials remained stationary—22 days. Excluding the period taken up by tl 
Police for returning cases referred to them for investigation and for arrestn 
persons, the average duration of preliminary enquiries and trials before the supen- 
Magistracy was 21 and 15 days respectively against 25 and 14in 1071. In the snl 
ordinate Magistrates’ Courts the duration of preliminary enquiries and trials w; 
25 and 12 days respectively against 22 and 10 in the year previous. Exclude 
the time taken up by the Police, the figures stood at 18 and 8 respectively again 
15 and 7 in 1071. This is due iu part to the increased work winch devolved < 
the subordinate Magistracy, but nevertheless the result must be viewed as unsati 
factory. 

214. lbl cases were pending when the year closed—40 before the superb 
Magistracy and 115 before the subordinate Magistrates, the corresponding ligur 
for 1071 being 109, 61 and 48 respectively. 17 of these were preliminary enquiri 
and 144 trials against 17 and 92 in the preceding year. 24 of the cases pendii 
were ot more than 3 months’standing against 5 in 1071—18 before the superb 
and 0 before the subordinate. Magistrates. The increase was chiefly in 1,1 
Cardamom Hills where 12 cases were pending arrest of the accused. The inerea: 
m the total arrears before the subordinate Magistracy is attributed to the heavine 
of then* files during the year. 

33,289 to 34,229, showing an increase of 940. The number of witnesses examine 
by the District Magistrates increased by 78 and those by the subordinate Magistral 
by 972 while m the First Class Magistrates’ Courts there was a decrease of 11 
The average number examined by a-District Magistrate was 50, by a First Cla. 
Magistrate 823 and by a subordinate Magistrate 640, against 37, 839 and 61 


216. The District Magistrates took up 14-4 cases, 10 preliminary enquiries- and 'W 
134 trials against 117—16 preliminary enquiries and 101 trials in tbe preceding ^ 
year. Of the 10 cases for preliminary enquiry, 5 were in Quilon, 1 in Alleppey 
and 4 in the Cardamom Hills.. Out of 5 cases at Quilon 4 were transferred to 
other Courts as also the single case at Alleppey. The remaining case at Quilon S 
™ rejected under section 181 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The District 
Magistrate of the Cardamom Hills alone disposed of 3 preliminary enquiries 
ha'mg one case pending at the close of the year. The other District Magistrates 
held no preliminary enquiries at Ml. In trials, the District Magistrate of the Carda¬ 
mom Hills disposed of 55 cases. Quilon, Trivandrum, Alleppey, Padmanabha- 
puram and Kottay am follow in order, their disposal being 13, 7,7,4 and 2 respectively. 







But 1*2 out of the 18 m Quilon, 4 out of 7 in. Trivandrum, ail the 4 cases in Bad- 
manabhapuram and l case each in Kottayam and Aileppey were cases referred for 
enhanced punishment. Leaving out the District Magistrate of the Cardamom 
Hills who disposed of 50 original cases against 39 in 1071, the disposals by the 
other Distinct Magistrates after deducting the cases for enhanced punishments and 
those dismissed in limine, amounted only to 11 cases against 21 in 1071.. Govern, 
men! must again repeat the remark made in para 182 of the last year’s "Report 
and insist upon District- Magistrates taking- up more original work. 

217. The First Class Magistrate of Padmanabhapuram disposed of the largest 
number of preliminary enquiries, a*-:—28, the disposals by the Trivandrum, 
Kottayam and Quilon Magistrates being 17, 13 and 8 respectively. Aileppey had 
l> and Arukutti 2 of such cases while Devicolam had but 1 case. Under the head 
of trials, the Kottayam Magistrate had the largest number of disposals—128, while 
Quilon, Padmanahliapuram and Trivandrum had 312, 274 and 201 cases respectively. 
Arukutti, AHeppev and Devicolam follow in order with 181, 81 and 20 cases 


218. Among the subordinate Magistrates, the Third Class Magistrate of Kot- 
tayam disposed of the largest number of preliminary enquiries (21) and the Second 
Class Magistrate of Tovala the smallest (1). In trials the Town Second Class 
Magistrate o± Trivandrum had, as usual, the largest number of disposals (1,200). 
The Second Class Magistrate of Aileppey comes next (929). Among the Tahsildar 
Magistrates, the Karnnagapalli Magistrate showed the largest number of disposals, 
ns. —721, • those at Kunnatnad, Shertallay, Mavelikara, Changa-nachery, Quilon, 
Minachel and Kartikapalli following in order'with disposals over 500 cases. 

219. The number of appeals preferred to the District Magistrates from the 
decisions of the subordinate Magistracy showed a slight falling off from 787 to 781. 

respectively while Quilon, Kottayam and Aileppey showed a decrease of 4, 37 
and 5 cases respectively. 

The total number of appeals for disposal, including arrears, was 802 affecting 
1,558 persons against 804 appeals affecting 1,495 persons in 1071. The disposals 
during tho year were 778 appeals affecting 1,497 persons against 785 appeals 
affecting 1,461 persons in the preceding year. The arrears at the close of the 
year were 24 appeals against" 19 in 1071. None of these was of more than a 
month’s standing, while in the previous year there were 8 such appeals. 

220. The general result of the disposals in 1071 and 3072 is shown in the 







of previous years being Eg. 77,771 against Rg. 96,479. The amount recovered 
and remitted on appeal or revision was Rs. 24,980 and Rs. 2,45:5 against, Rs. 27, 111) 
and Rs. 2,227 in the previous year, while the amount struck off as irrecoverable 
. was Rs. 22,227 against Rs. 20,340. Deducting these, the balance at the close of 
the year was Rs. 28,111 against Rs- 46,796 m the previous year or a decrease of 
Rs. 18,685. This is satisfactory, but, as observed by the High Court, better 
results could liave been secured vt the Magistrates had paid due attention to the 
Government circular ot 189-j. The heaviest portion of the um-ecovercd balance 
(Rs. 18,692) was in the Kottayam District. With reference to the remarks made by 
the British Resident in para 22 of his review of the Report for 1071, a new state¬ 
ment is added m the Appendix showing the years to which the unrecovered 
balance relates. Out of the fines recovered Rs. 4,143 and Rs. 615 respectively 
were refunded and awarded as compensation against Rs. 4,041 and Rs. 379 in 1071 
revenue to Government from Magisterial fines of Rs. 20,222 against 
Rs-. -^,696 in the year previous. The amount awarded as compensation formed 
2-46 per cent of the fines realized against 1 -89 per cent in 1071. Distributing the 
fines imposed among the total number of persons sentenced to that punishment, 
the average per head was Rs. 7 40 against Rs. 7-61 in the preceding year. 

I'l fhe shape of fees in criminal vahalatha, criminal appeals, complaints of 
trespass and defamation &o., the amount levied fell from Rs. 5,719 to Rs 5 543 
while the sale proceeds of. instruments used m the commission of offences ’rose 
from Rs. 1,655 to Rs. 3,080 makmg a total ot Rs. 8.623 against Rs. 7,374 in 1071 





'22o The number of cases filed in the (Session Courts during the year showed 
n slight falling off from 140 to 142, Alleppey, Parur and Nagercoil exliibited a 
decrease of 8, 4 and 2 cases respectively; while Trivandrum and Qnilon showed an 
incite of 5 eases each- The heaviest file (45) was in Trivandrum and the 
lightest (12) in Parur. A-Peppcy. Quilon and Nagercod had 35, 83 and 16 eases 

225. The total number of cases tor dispose inclusive ut the 6 cases pending at 
the close of the previous year and 1 case receive*! b> Iraustur was 148 involving 
11-1 pei -oil'. igam-4 154 cases affecting 332 persons in 10/1. Of these cases 
affecting 311 persons were disposed of during the year against 149 cases affecting 
326 persons in the preceding year, the arrears at the end ot the year being 7 cases 
affecting 23 persons against 5 cases affecting 0 persous m 1071. 4 out pf the 
7 oases were m Trivandrum, 2 m Parur and 1' N rercoil, all of less than a 
month’s duration and awaiting trial at the opening sessions of the. current year. 
Of the 311 persons tried, 130 or 41-80 per cent were convicted against 174 or 
:>3*37 per emit in 1071. The comparison is unfavorable to the year underreport. 
As m loll the highest percentage of conviction was in Trivandrum (51 Tl) and 
the lowest in Parur {32-14.) 

227. Ov the persons convicted 2 were sentenced to death and 8 to life 
imprisonment against 0 and 7 respectively m the previous year. The number 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment roll from lo2 to 114, while those sentenced 
to simple imprisonment were 13 against 11. (.he number of persons sentenced 
to whipping and those let off with fine showed a decline being 2 and 1 
respectively against 5 and 2 m 1071. As in 1071 there was no case of solitary 
confinement. 

223. 8 cases under Local and bpecial laws, (2 under the Registration Regulation 
and I under the Forest Regulation) were tried by the Sessions Courts during- the 
year, while there was no -such ease m the previous year. There was a marked 
decline m the graver offences, murder and attempt at or abetment of murder ( —1.0) 
culpable homicide not amounting to murder f — 4), dacoity (- 4) robbery (— 2) 
and kidnapping ( — 3). Offences relating to com and Government stamps and 
those relating to documents, forgery, grievous hurt, mischief by fire and false evi¬ 
dence showed an increase. Among the persons convicted, there were 5 females and 
1 juvenile against 3 and 2 respectively m 1.071. The conviction against the single 
juvenile (male) .was tor abetting the iorgerv of a document, but it was quashed m 
appeal bv the High Court, 

229. The average duration ot a sessions trial was 13 days against 9 m the 
previous rear. The increase is attributed to a recent circular of the High Court 
requiring all cases to be hied as soon as the records are received from the Magis¬ 
tracy instead of deferring the filing of cases to the actual commencement of the 
sessions as. was formerly the practice m some courts. Leaving out the interval 
between the receipt of records and the commencement ot the sessions for which the 
courts are not responsible, the average duration was but little over 6 days Parur 
and Ntigercoil show the shortest duration (;j dn.vsj and Alleppey the longest (8 
rlavs). Trivandviuu and Qmlon intervene with 7 and o days respectively 

230. The number ot appeals preferred to-the Sessions Courts during the yea'* 
showed a decrease oh 19 from the previous year being 155 cases affecting 313 per¬ 
sons agamst 174 cases affecting- 28(> persons m 1071- The decrease wax shared by 
Ragercoil, Qmlon and Alleppey, the tailing off at Nawercoil from 30 to 14, cases 
being notable. "Parur and Trivandrum had an increase of 1 and 8 cases respective¬ 
ly. Inclusive of arrears and those remanded and received by transfer the total 
number of appeals tor disposal was 163 affecting 324 persons against 183 affecting 
302 persons in 1071. The disposals amounted to 160 cases involving 321 persons 
agamst 180 cases involving 299 persons in the preceding year, tlic number remain¬ 
ing undisposed of at the close of the year being the same in both years v‘z. 3. 


















case. Exclusive ol this delay and the period for preferring appeals, arrival of 
prisoners and fhondi. articles. Arc, the average duration was 14 days against 13 in 
the year preceding. 

238. Excluding appeals from sentences of death and life imprisonment wluch 
are usually heard with referred cases, 61 appeals involving 83 persons were receiv¬ 
ed during the year against, 88 involving 152 persons in 1071. Including 2 appeals, 
pending at the close of the previous year, the number for disposal was 66 against 
<x0. Of these. 64 cases were disposed of leaving 2 cases at the end of the year. 
The number of appeals preferred bv Government against acquittals was the same 
as in 1071, vk., 10. 

•239. The number of persons involved ui the appeals disposed of was 83 
against 151 m H>71. Of these, the percentages of confirmation, modification and 
reversal were 72-84. 247 and 24*(>9 respectively against 54*31, 27T5 and 18'54 in 
the preceding year. Tins is doubtless indicative gt an improvement in the quality 
of work turned out by tne Subordinate courts. Of the appeals preferred by 
Government all of winch were disposed ot 8 were successful against 7 in 1071. 

240. The average duration of an appeal was 32 days against 23 in the preced¬ 
ing year. Excluding the delays for arrival of prisoners and fhondi articles, for 
reception of additional evidence, annual recess and other causes not attributable to 
the 6ourt, the average duration was only 12 days, the same as in the previous year. 

241. The number of revision cases disposed of by the High Court was 314 
against 313. In 92 of the disposals the sentence or order was quashed, in 17 cases 
modified, in 28 cases irregularities of law or procedure were pointed out and in the 
remaining 177 cases interference was declined, the corresponding figures for 1071 
being 63, 31, 09 and 150 respectively. The number ol‘ calendars and appeal state¬ 
ments revised by the High Court during the year was 2,467 against 2,971 in the 
previous year, the number of cases in which irregularities of law or procedure were 
pointed out-being 133 against 147. 

242. 15 of the Criminal Courts were inspected by Judges of the High Court 
against 17 in 1071. 

243. From the reports received, the Circular order of Government requiring 
quarterly inspection by the District Magistrates of the Courts subordinate to them, 
docs not appear to have received sufficient attention. This has often been pointed 
out and once more the 1 attention of the District Magistrates is drawn to the in¬ 
structions in the Circular. 

244. The following are the salient features m the administration of Criminal 
Justice during the year under review:— 

1. An increase in the number of offences reported under the Penal Code and 
a decrease in those under Special and Local laws. 

2. A falling off under both heads in cases returned as true and in those 
rejected, in liiuiu<‘, but an increase in those rejected as false or frivolous. 

3. A satisfactory falling off m almost all classes of offences affecting* the 
human body, those against public justice, mischief by fire and other heads of grave 
crime—both reported’ and returned as true—excepting robbery, dacoity and offences 
relating to coin and stamps. 

4. A decrease in the number of cases actually brought to tidal with an increase 
in the number of persons involved. 

5. A decrease in the number of juveniles charged with an increase in the 

number convicted. , 

0. A slight increase in the ratio of conviction in offences under the" Penal 
Code with corresponding decrease as regards offences under the Special and Local 

7. A great falling off in the ratio of conviction in almost all heads of crime 
under the Penal Code except culpable homicide and certain offences ao*ainst 
■nroriertv. ■ ° 




Criminal JmiOE 


8. A slight failing off in the work of the first Class Magistrates and an in¬ 
crease in the work of the Subordinate Magistrates. 

9. A decrease in persons let off with fine or simple imprisonment and a corres¬ 
ponding increase in those sentenced to rigorous imprisonment. 

10. A noticeable increase in the average duration of the pendency of trials 
both before the Magistracy and Sessions Courts but a deoided improvement in de¬ 
tention of witnesses. 

11. A slight improvement in the quality of decisions of the Magistracy and 
Sessions Courts as tested by the results in appeals. 

12. A decrease iu the number of cases—mostly heinous crimes.committed to 

the Sessions Courts. 

13. A large reduction in the arrears of fines pending recovery before the 
Magistracy. 

14. A falling off in the ratio of conviction of persons committed for trial. 

15. An increase in the duration of the pendency of appeals in both the District 
Magistrates’ and Sessions Courts. 

16. A falling off in referred trials and criminal appeals received in the High 
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CHAPTER III. 


Coolies as usual contributed the largest number. 

256. There were in the Central Prison 67 under-trial prisoners admitted in the 
.year, one of whom was a female. 24 were released,. 32 were convicted and 1 
died, leaving 10 in custody at the end of the year. 

257. There were 13 judgment debtors at the beginning of the year. The 
number admitted was 63 and the number discharged 67. The usual particulars 
regarding civil and under-trial prisoners confined in Court Jails will be found in 
the Appendix. 


258. The offences committed by the convicts and the punishments awarded 
are particularised below:— 
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The ratio of punishments to average strength rose from 8-36 to 32-22, though 
the proportion of corporal punishment declined from 1-99 to -96. The Superinten¬ 
dent observes:— 


“ The large number, of offences recorded is due in some measure to a more 
regular rep- rting of such occurrences on the part of the Jail subordinates. 

Corporal punishment is now, in accordance with the British Jail system, 
awarded only in cases of serious misbehaviour and after other modes of punishment 
have been inflicted and have failed to have a deterrent effect.” 

259. To signalise the celebration of the •Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the 
Queen-Empress, 45 convicts were released from the Central Prison of whom 7 
were females. These comprised 18 lifers (4females). From the District Jails too 4 
convicts (l female) were set free—two fiom each—and the sentence of one in the 
Quilon Jail was partially remitted. 

260. Though there was a noticeable falling off in the average daily strength, the 
admissions to the hospital rose from 123 to 208, rairiog the percentage of STcirto 
2'22 from 1 79 in the year be'ore. The total mortality, however, increased only 
by one—14 against 13. N o special cause is assigned by the Durbar Physician for 


Bronchitis acute 1 

Old age 2 

Cancer 1 

Fever 2 


Total. ..14 
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261. The total < 
1071 and 1072:— 



bree deaths occurred among insane convicts in the Lunatic 
oly 2 deaths from dysentery against 7 in the year before, 
m account of the Central Prison is compared below for Eapmaita.. 
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Taking the extramural gangs employed throughout the 
:n so employed is put down at 95,068. Valuing at 31 ehs. per head, the total 
mings came to Rs. 11,879-chs 21 which together with Rs. 4:t49-chs. 23-e. 2, 
! n Bt proceeds of extramural labor amounting to Rs. 16,229-cha. 16-c. 2 to be 
; off against the year’s outlay of Rs. 35,054-ohs.' 22-o. 4. The net cost thus 
nes to Rs. 18,825—chs. 6-c. 2 or Rs. 4L—chs. 8-c 4 per convict. 
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prisoners being taken by the Jail Medical Officer, 
was provided for the purpose. 

265. These rules embodying the recommendations of a S aerial Committee N 
appointed* 0 consider, the questkm of improved jail management aie being gradually " 
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1. The introduction of convicts’tickets. 

2. The introduction of fortnightly wei"iments. 

3. The introduction of night guarding'mside tiie sleeping 









CIVIL JUSTICE (1896-97.) 


fits’ Courts, 


269. The number of Civil Courts which exercised original junsdi 
the same as in the previous year'—25,—5 District Courts and 20 h 
including the Itinerant Munsif’s and the two ex-officio Courts at Devj 


270. The progressive tendency in original litigation particularly noticed inthe JJglgJ 
previous year’s Keport became even more pronounced during the year' under review. 

The number in all the Courts together aggregated 36,083—an mcrase of 2,107 
suits or 0'21 per cent on the figure for 1071—and of 5,942 suits Or 1974 pc-* 


High C„........ —.. 

to arrive at definite conclusions regarding the 
speaking it may be said that the inr™”°“ ™ 
was due to the extension of credit 
cultural produce and to the operation 
•of the Settlement Proceedings.” n ”-- 
of the classes of suits in whin 


_ ... _ itigation” the 

causes that it is, indeed, difficult 
;s of fluctuations ; but generally 

_ __ ___ institutions of 1071 and 1072 

•ansactions, to the rise in the prices of agri- 
of the Jenmi and Kudiyan Regulation and 
ue analysis which the High Court have given 
advance has been marked seem to support the 
operate in combination 


and it is hardly possible to determine the quantum or influence of each. 




relative contributions by the 
being 2-97 per cent and 97'0S tsfS« 

1 ’ J ’ proportion ana n JtfJiro8. 


, ively against 2'82 and 97'18 in the year bei , ^ 

of suits according to their value, except in respect of those of lower value covered 
by the small cause jurisdiction: suits under Rs. 500 formed 97'23 per cent, those 
between 500 and 1,000,; 1'94 per cent, while '83 per cent consisted of suits above 
Rs. 1,000; the corresponding proportions in 1071 being 97'36, 173, and '91. The 
ratio of small causes, however, fell from 42-40 to 3975 per cent despite the small 
accession (13 suits) under the new original small cause jurisdiction exercised by 
the District Courts by virtue of the Jenmi and Kudiyan Regulation (V of 1071) 
which came into force during the year. The decline is entirely in suits below 
Rs. 10 and :I is probably due to the high prices for food grains that prevailed 
during a part of the year ” 


272. The value 
Rs. 34,76,889 aga 
from Rs. 101 47 to 
Rs. 2,500 and 5,00 


: the claims involved in the original suits rose with the file— 1 V: 
it Rs. .34,42,536 in 1071. The average value, however, fell 
s. 96-49 due to the large decrease (—41) in suits between 


■ 273. The aggregate disposals continued the highest on record. There were for m 

disposal m all (including arrears, remands &o.) 41,976 suits against 38,874 out 
o£ So A B J were & s P° sed o£ a g ainst 33,827 in the year before^an increase 

of 1,460 or 4-32 per cent. Nevertheless on account of the much heavier file the 
out-turn fell short oi the year’s institutions^; 746 and formed only 84-06 per ce 


of the year s in 

of the number for disposal, compared with 87-02 in 1071. The 
ts also declined—27’59 against 28-26. 


o of contested 


contribution to the original litigation by the several District Courts 01 





In Nagercoil and Trivandrum a falling-off is observed while in the rest there 
is a perceptible rise more than making up this difference. 

276. The ratio of suits affecting real property to the regular file shows an 
advance—37T9 per cent against 35'43—shared in by all the Districts except 
Quilon and Parur. The increase in Trivandrum isnoticeable (+6-36 per cen>). The 
ratio of small causes to the entire file, however, has, as already noted, correspondingly 
declined—39'75 against42-40 in 1071. The decrease is likewise exhibited by all 
the Courts without exception—the largest being in Alleppey—2’64 per cent. 

277. Taking the several Districts the number of suits, of higher value (Rs. 500 
and upwards) ranged from 359 (Alleppey) to 109 (Parur). The bulk (9) of the 
suits of above Rs. 5,000 likewise came from the District of Alleppey. The average 
value of suits shows a falling off in all the Districts except Quilon, ranging from 
Rs. 125-31 (Alleppey) to Rs. 82-46 (Trivandrum) against Rs. 144-13 (Alleppey) 
to Rs. 84-64 (Quilon) in the preceding year. The decline in Alleppey is marked, 
being from Rs. 144’13 to Rs. 125-31. 

278. The original litigation of the past two years is compared below with 
reference to subject matter:— 
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The above table shows an increase of 1,151 or, 54-63 per cent of the total in¬ 
crease under suits relating to real property and 956 or 45-38 per cent under per¬ 
sonality suits. With regard to the variations in the former category the High Court 







observe —The gradual but steady increase since 3 068 in suits on mortgages, the 
increase in suits between Jenmies and Kudiyaus for renewals and re-adjustment ot 
rent characteristic of the litigation of 1071 and 1072—particularly ot the latter 
rearm which the uumberfiled was more thandoublethe number filediu 10/-l and almost 
treble that in tlie preceding 3 years and the sudden increase in smts to declare 
or establish rights to immovable property, are, ot course, the eftect ot the Jenmi 
and Kndivan Regulation (V of 1071), the whole of which except para 2 of section 
5 and para 1 of section 44, came into force on the 1st Makarom 1072. 

In the latter category, 
and under those for rent, 
ing risen from 320 to 453, 


279 Followiuo- the increase in the file the number of litigants also rose 
from 90,241 to 95,888 in all—41,315 concerned as plaintiffs and 54,573 as defend¬ 
ants against 39,264 and 50,977.in the year before 





Of the litigants, Hindus contributed 73-49 per cent, Mahomedans 10-88, and 
Christians 1547 pel- cent, the corresponding proportions for 1071 boino- 75-ilil, 
10*78 and 14-00. ° 


Among tlie Hindus again, 
ihara law and the rest were 
ir cent of the litigants were n: 
id 11-39 in the year before. 


bowers of the Marumakkathayam system. 90'37 
es and 9-63 were females against 88 61 per cent 
The decrease in the latter class was exclusively 





Mnnsifs continued unchanged 


281. Ifimst/V Court*. The personnel of the 
during the year. 

282. The average number of working days in the Munaifs’ Courts was 208 
against 219 in 107i. The decrease appears general. 

233. The institutions in all the Mimsifs’ Courts together rose from 32,070 to 
34,963 suits—comprising 20,652 ordinary suits and 14,311 small causes. 

234. Suits affecting real property exhibit an increase both in the aggregate 
number and ratio to the total file of ordinary suits—being 7,389 and 3578 per cent 
compared with 6,316 or 33 98 per cent in tbe year before. Of the 14,311 small 
causes including 28 under part C of the Jenmi and Kudiyan Regulation, in 28’03 
per cent the value did not exceed Ils. 10, in 39’90 per cent it ranged between 
Rs. 10 and 20 and in the remaining 32 07 per cent between 20 and Its. 30 against 
29-43, 39-57 and 31-00 per cent respectively in 1071. 

285. The value of the claims involved in the original litigation before the 
Mnnsirs amounted to Rs. 23,27,494—Rs. 21,21,868 under regular suits arid 
Rs. 2,05,626 on the small cause side-against Rs. 22,23,292 (20,2.1,221+2,03,071). 
The value of an ordinary suit averaged Rs. 102-74 and of a small cause Rs. 14-37 
against Rs. 108-70 and Rs. 1412 respectively in the preceding year. Taking both 
classes together there -was no material variation in the averago value being 
Rs. 66-57 against Rs. 67-43. 

286. Including arrears, transfers &c., the number of suits for disposal aggre¬ 
gated 40,499, made up of 25,433 ordinary and 15,046 small cause suits against 
37,548 (22,666 + 14,882) in 1071—an increase of 2,951 or 7'86 per cent. 34,251 
o" these were disposed of during the year against 32,877 in the year before. The 
disposals though much in advance of the previous year fell short of the year’s 
ins itutions by 712 and formed only 84-57 per cent of the total for disposal 
against 87 56 per cent. The ratio of disposals after- contest, however, shows only 
a very slight fall—2670 against 27-40. Jtcpo.rte decisions still increased—from 
12,263 to 12,768. 


287. Viewing all the Mum 
ordinary Buits and 724 sms' 
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' s (with 149)—iho average stands at 1,878 suits in all, compared 
Confining again to the full time Courts a Munsifs disposal 
~ average 502 (346 ordinary and ’"" " -' 


Is the disposal by a Munsif averaged 988 
>r a total of 1,712 suits against 923 and 721 
, „ . all in tbe year preceding. Dropping the 

two e.e-ojjkio Courts (with 449)—iho average stands at 1,87° -- " -- 

with 1,796 in 1071. Confining again to the £u 
of contested e 




;t 339 in 


288. The work turned out in the several Courts 
table:— 




in the followin g 










The High Court remark:— c ‘ The difference in the files of the Courts the several 
Munsifs were respectively in charge of, as also in the number of days devoted by 
them to work mainly accounts for the disparity in the out-turn of work by the 
individual Munsifs as shown in the fore-going table.” 

290. The number of decrees ordinarily appealable, i. e. excluding ex parte decrees, 
aggregated 6,300 against 6,274- in the year preceding. Only 1,735 or 27*54 per cent 
-..™ —st compared with* 30*86 per cent in the 

the merit, by the 


e actually appealed against c 

compares results of the appeals disposed of 


The ratio of confirmation shows an increase of nearly 2 per cent accompanied 
by a corresponding decrease under modifications, while as regards reversals it 
remained much the same in both years. Of the decisions modified or reversed by 
the District Courts 50 were restore!! by the High Court od Second Appeal. The 
ratio of confirmation is thus raised to 63*97 per cent against 62*28 in the preceding 
year. 92 appeals were remanded by the District Courts under sections 537 and 
540 C. P. C. for findings on fresh issues and reception of additional evidence. 
The High Court’s testimony that the quality of the decisions has not suffered in 
spite of the large increase in disposals is noted with satisfaction. 

291. Regular suits disposed of within a month formed only 44*20 per cent (5*41 
contested) against 45*07 per cent (5*52 contested) in the year preceding, while the 
porportions of suits disposed of after 3 but within 12 months and of those on 
the file over a year was practically the same—21*38 against 21*57 and 5*37 against 


5*67 re 


The proportion of small causes disposed of within 15 days formed 38*70 per 
^ - mist 30*48 per cent, while the ratios under other heads of pendency show 
*e than 6 months which were 


nore than double the r 


excepting suits kept on fo 




average pendency shows that the noticeable im¬ 
provement referred to in the last Report was 
sustained during the year under review. 

... | . | | Talcing all classes ot smts together the 
1 i i. 1 s duration of the pendency of a case averaged 

* £ I.® I.® I “if one molrtl1 an . a 28 days against 2 months 
in the year preceding, the average in individual 
Courts ranging from one month and one day 
(Pamr) to 3 months and 3 days (Vaikom, 
excluding Devikolam where it stood at 6 months 
and 7 days, while in 1071 the shortest duration 
was 1 month s and H days (Chirayinkil) and the 
longest _3 months (Kottoyam). This ii: 


thedieavy work which devolved on the Munsif is very 


xottayam). This in v 
satisfactory. ' 






_ Kottara- 

under all heads 


With idl the increased activity on the part of the Courts, the abnormal 
in tlic institutions resulted ill larger arrears at the close of the year, being 
o.ji suits (0 087 ordinary suits and 561 small causes) compared with -M>/1 0M<W 
urdiinirv suits and 408 small causes) at its opening. All the Courts except^Nager- 
coil. hadinanahhauuram and Tintvella have contributed to the m 
him exhibits the heaviest arrears (457), though the bulk (348) we 
in the last quarter. The increase, as in the previous year, was 

suits between 3 and 6 months increased by 307, those between (. ...... ...- 

by 75<> those over 12 months but under 2 years by 129, being 23/ (21 more than 
double as in 1071) against 108. There was one suit of more than 2 hut less than 

a years’Standing at Haripad, “ due to the non-disposal of an appeal in a cognate 

>\iit m the Quilon District Court.” 

Of the arrears, the number pending final heaving and delivery of judgment 
Mgirivcciicd 107 and ol against 84 and 24 respectively in 1071. As the High Court 
rightly observe, the increase in the number of cases pending at these stages is to 
be wholly deprecated. It is noted the attention of the Courts concerned will be 
drawn to the point. 

20:3. The number of applications for execution of decrees for disposal by the 
Mmistts aggregated (with arrears) 34,897 against 34,113 in the previous year. 31,693 
(21,319 regular suits and 10,374 small causes) were disposed of with the result 
that full satisfaction was obtained in 6,865 and partial in 1,777, while 21,948 prov¬ 
ed wholly mfructuous, the corresponding figures for 1071 being 7,548, 1,537 and 
20,837- 8.204 applications were left undisposed of at the close of the year against 

3,082—79 pending over six months. The fully successful applications form but 
21*63 per cent while those that were utterly futile amount to 69*22 per cent. 
Tins is noteworthy and it would be interesting to know bow such a large proportion 
of failures occurred. 

The applications received during the yeaT included 22 (+ 0)—13 against per¬ 
son and 9 against movables—for immediate execution under section 252 0. P. C. 13 
applications were granted, though immediate satisfaction was secured only in 3 


294. The duration of the pendency of the appli 
28 days aud in small causes 17 days ” ' r 
ceding. 


tnd 18 respectively in 


295. The aggregate amounts realised in execution of decrees fell from Rs. 4,54,160 
to Rs. 4,08,891 being Rs. 3,71,659 in regular suits and Rs. 37,232 in small causes, 
against Rs. 4,30,396 and Rs. 23,764 respectively in 1071—a net decrease of 
Rs. 45,269. Rs. 2,85,476 were realised by issue of processes and Rs. 1,23,415 
without them, compared with Rs. 3,25,778 and Rs. 1,28,382 respectively. The 
average amount realised by a Court by issue of processes was Rs. 15,025 and that 
‘ 11 c same Rs. 6,495 or Rs. 21,520, the corresponding figures for 1071 bem«* 
6,757 and 23,903 respectively. 

The number for disposal of miscellaneous petitions connected with exe- 
' nf ”' lloa amounted with arrears (281) to 31,015 against 39.095 in the year 
rere disposed of against 38,814 
‘ £ ible property 


Rs. 17,14 




,695 of these petitic 

on the ground of"irregularity under sections 308 and 310 C. P. a 


i the _ 

iC for discharge on the ground of insolvency 7s 
granted and the rest refused. ' • . ' 

297. Besides these, there were 39,854 (with arrears) other petitions to be dealt 
ivith against 41,841. 39,596 of these were disposed of during the year. Amomr 
the petitions received 2 were for appointment of receivers (section 482), 156 for 

s 1 ron 18 for per — to sw m 2 

culaSedbdow:T i3e ° f ^ the Munsifs during the rear is j u,i 





300. As in the case of the hluhsifs, the average Civil sittings show a falling- 
off from 107 to 165. The largest member (203) was in Kagercoil and the smallest ’ 
(114) was in Trivandrum. The difference in the number of Sessions sittings (101 
in Trivandrum against 19 in Sagercoil) accounts for the variation. 

301. As already mentioned the upward tendency has characterised the original 
litigation before the District Courts as well—the institutions during the year being 
1070 (including 13 small causes) against 956 in 1071. Almost a corresponding 
decrease is noticed in tlie appeals preferred during the year—1,823 against 2,018 
or 195 or 9'66 per cent less than in the year previous. Excluding order-decrees, 
there were 1,735 appeals from regular'decrees against 1,936. 

As in the past two years no appeals were preferred from the decisions of 
forest Settlement officers trader the Forest Regulation (II of 1068) or of Peishcars 
under the Land Acquisition Reg illation (III of 1007). 

302. *Tlie original suits abort 1 mentioned comprised 13 small causes under fe£e 
•ienmi and Kudiyan. Regulation of 1071)—1 m Nagereoil, 7 in Trivandrum and 
2 in Parur. In 0 of these the Mu June, o„> or other dues clair ~ 

Rs. 30 and Rs. 50 and in the other 7 between R 


tier dues claimed ranged between 


The 




respectively. 9 
There were 
balance (35) agai 


.—during the year agains 

while the number of suits bled against Government was only 3’ 
defendant m 22 and as co-defendant ir -IW - - - ---- 


in 17 against 15 and 31 


/S such suits for disposal inclusive of the previous year’s 
3 m 1071. Of these 31 were disposed of leaving 47 pending i 
-v v ,. the merits—8 in favour of and 17 against Government, com¬ 

pared with 17 and 19 respectively in the year before. 

304. Notwithstanding the increase in the original litigation before the District 
Courts the aggregate and average values of suits show further- decrease-^frord 
Rs. 1,219,2-14 to Rs. 1,148,639 and Rs. I,278-;03 td Rs; 1,086 ■70 riesp^c.tively. The 















In respect of original suits Mr. MutbunayagOm Pillay liac 
disposal (153) followed by Mr. Ramachaudra Row (137) who. h< 
in regard to contested and real property oases taken separately. 

Mr. Ratnalingier shows the largest disposal of appeals in 
of contested ones viewed independently. Mr. Eapen disposed o- 
her o£ appeals affecting realty. 

Taking the disposals of the two second judges—Messrs. Ns 
Harihara Iyen—the former stands higher on the original side 
heads—total disposal of contested and real property suits separf 
in. the matter of appeals the order is found just reversed. Mr. 
did some criminal work (4 Sessions cases and 3 Criminal appeal 



ately taken; while 
Hariliara Iyer also 
s) during the short 





time he acted as Sessions Judge; but Mr. Narayana Union disposed of an import 
ant Devasom case “ after a protracted trial extending over several months and 
involving the examination of a very large number of witnesses and documents.” 

The number of regular appealable decrees—both in original suits and appeals— 
aggregated 588 and 1,528 respectively or 2,116 in all. In 301 or 46'26 per cent 
of the former class and 402 or 23-42 per cent of the latter, appeals were actually 
preferred against 32o or o8'6b and 476 or 26-53 in 1071. The ratio of appeals 
from the decrees of individual judges ranged under originals from 63-53 (Mr. Rama- 
ehandra Row's! to 18'06 (Mr. Muthunayagom Pillay’s), while in the matter of 
appeal decrees it varied .from 28T8 per cent (Mr. Eapen’s) to 12-55 (Mr. Ramalin- 

f 'er’s). The proportions in regard to the work of Messrs. Hariliara Tyer and 
arayana Menon stood at 48-87 and 50 per cent respectively m original decrees 




,nd 50 per w 
in appeals. 




n 1071 a 


Appeals rc 
ed by a nc 


lOticeable falling-off under modification a 


The results show decided u 
Urination in First and Second A] 

73-15 respectively, accompanied 

Of the reversals only 12 First and 7 Second appeals were remanded for re-trial 
under section 533 0. P. C., against 20 and 12 in 1071. 

The largest percentage of confirmation of original decrees was of those 
passed by Mr. Harihara Iyer (75-00) while in respeot of decrees from appeals 
Mi'. Narayana Menon stands first (79-61) Mr. Eapen coming next in both (66 67 
and 78-19). Mr. Neelacunda Pillay had the smallest ratio (50) under original 
decrees and Mr. Muthunayagom Pillay (65-38) under decrees in appeals. The 
ratio of reversals was t-he least (3‘85) in Mr. Harihara Iyer’s original decrees, 
while in appeal decrees it was in Mr. Eapen’s. Mr. Raniachandra Row appears to 
have the largest ratio of reversals in both respects. Under sections 537 and 540 
of the Civil Procedure Code 16 First Appeals and 40,Second Appeals had to be remit-* 
tedforfresh findings or evidence. The corresponding number for 1071 was 22 and® 
29. No First appeal and only one Second appeal from the decrees of Mr. Muthunay*- - 
gom Pillay were so remanded during the year. 

314. The number of applications made to District Courts for execution of - 
decrees aggregated 1,766 against 1,933 in 1071—the decrease being 167. Includ- : 
mg the previous year’s balance, the number for disposal amounted to 2,108 against■' 
2,182. 1,787 >vere disposed of against 1,840 leaving 321 pending when the ' 

year closed. ^ 

In 267 or 14'94 per cent full satisfaction was obtained, and onlv partial in 446 
or 24-95 per cent against 344 and 356 respectively. There was a further fall in • 
wholly infructuous applications—1027 against 1068. Among the pending ones., 
there were 27 of more than 6 months’ standing—4 less tlian in 1071: In regard to 
"refully successful applications and the totally infructuous ones; 
i -t.o r and 51 -87 per cent respectively. 

ft 






.mdeney 


3« applic 


is agams 


31(j. The amount realized in exec 
oated Rs. 1,37,171 by issue of proa 
total of Rs. 2,42,4-82 against " ’ 

in all ill the previous year. 


m of decrees by tlie District Courts aggro- An 
and Rs. 1,05,308 without processes, or a 
i9,435 and 1,87,482 respectively or Rs. 2,90,91" 
was thus a decrease of Rs. 84,435—Rs. 22,261 
lmdeVthc*former head and Rs. 32,174 under the latter. Bach court realised on 
an average Rs. 48,496 against Rs. 59,383 m the year preceding. 

' 317 The number of miscellaneous petitions received during the year amounted 
to 12 538 comnrisino- 3,774 connected with execution of decrees. 12,531 were dis¬ 
posed of in the year. There were 10 applications for discharge on the ground 
of insolvency under section 337, of which 9 were disposed of, granting 4 and re¬ 
fusing the rest. There were, besides, among those received in the year, 33 to sue 
or appeal in fonun pauperis under sections 388 and 561, 2 for the appointment 
of receivers and 37 for review of judgments. 

318. Hone of the District Courts exercised the penal powers under sections 165 
and 169 C. P. C., excepting the Alleppey Court where a single witness was fined in 
the sum of Rs. 2 under section 169. 

319. The salient features in the working of the District Courts during 1072 a 
may be thus summarised:— 

1. An increase in the institution of original suits, especially in suits affecting 
real property, and a falling-off in appeals. 

2. A large falling-off in the average value of original suits instituted and 
an increase in the value of appeals. 

.3. An increase in the arrears of original ^uits. 

4. A very' slight improvement in the average duration of original suits and a 
small increase in that of appeals. 

5. A falling-off in the number of applications for execution received and 
disposed of as also in applications in which full satisfaction was obtained. 

6. An increase in cases of partial satisfaction of decrees as also in those in 
which the provisions of section 302 of the Code of Civil Procedure were availed of. 

7. A decided improvement in the quality of the original and appellate work 
of the judges as tested bv the ratio of First and Second appeals preferred to the 
High Court and the final results of such appeals. 

320. High Court. The High Court had the full a 

out the year without any permanent- changes ' - ■ 

321. The number of working days fell by. 
by 9—320 against 329 in 1071. 


— 194 against 198-and the sittings si 


322. The institutions in the High Court exhibit a further falling-off bv 15-18 
per cent-ibeing 302 First and ,399 Second appeals or 701 in all, against 350 and 
476 or a total of 826—due presumably to “the decrease in the file and disposal of 
appeals m the District Courts and the improvement in the quality of their decisions” 
in the year. Excluding the 4 First appeals from the decisions of Dewall Peishoars 
under the Land Acquisition Regulation and the 49 order appeals. First and 
becond, the number from regular decrees aggregated only 648 against 789 in 1071 

323. ’’The First appeals of the year comprised 36 against 30 in 1071 in which A^ui,, 
Lovefnment was concerned as party-as appellant in 18 and respondent (sole 
*5^™$ f r ^ a PP eal , s were pending at the-beginning of the year. Out < £ "'~ 
of the 45 for disposal 36 were disposed of-34 on the merits-with the result that 

as successful m 18 against 13. 









A decided improvement is seen except irf respect of cases disposed of other¬ 
wise than on the merits which, as already noticed, formed but a small portion of 
the disposals. The duration in both classes of appeals—First and Second—whether 
viewed separately under disposals on thp merits, or, as a whole has fallen off by about 
a month even including the delay in the submission of findings in remanded cases. 

' 831. The arrears at the close of the year amounted to 14b cases in all—85 First * 

and 61 Second appeals against 213 at the beginning—less by 67. There was 
in 1071 only one First appeal pending more than a year. But among the arrears 
of 1072 there were 3 First appeals and 2 Second appeals of such standing. 

332. Applications for review of judgments of Bivision .Benches for disposal & 
numbered 33—2 less than in the year before. Of these 30 were disposed of within ° 
the year. 3 were granted and 27 dismissed—4 after notice and 23 at first hearing. 

333. There were for disposal 38 appeals under section 557 0. P. C. against 25 °j 

in the preceding year. 3o of these were disposed of. a-P 

334. The number of Civil miscellaneous petitions (with arrears--13) to he ci 
dealt with was 631 against 709 in the year before. AU but 14 i. e. (517 were « 
disposed of. Among these there were 63 (agaiust 69) for revision of small cause 

335. The High Court disposed of 25 applications for transfer of cases from one A] 

Court to another against 40 in the preceding year. fo 

336. One ease o{ reference under section 563 0. P. C. was received and a 

disposed of m the year. There was no such reference in 1071. . ™ 

in the Stamp Law reCeiTCd ™ d dis P^ d <* S 

CoS'agabstfin lo^T “ ^ T"* ^ the Hi S h * 

sMasr issued 13 generai cii ' oi,iars f ° ,: « uidn ™ e ° f *•■ 












REGISTRATION (1896-97) 


The operations of the department during the year were throughout 
under the new Regulation (I of 1070). Two additional Sub-Registry offices 
were opened at Paraasala and Navaikidam. There were thus 45 offices at the 
year’s close against 43 at the beginning. 

343. Thu average area served by a Registration office was 150 square m le 1 « 

the average population, 56,839; compared with 157 and 59,482 in the preceding i 
year, imdSO] and 81,948 in the Madras Presidency (1895-96.) 

344. The subjoined table shows the number 1 of instruments presented fo t 

tuition during the past three years—1070, 1071, 1072:— R.su.~. 
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There was an increase of 7,974 documents or 6-5 per cent over the previous 
year. The Director attributes it to the opening of new offices and to the unfavor¬ 
able seasons in North Travancore. The new offices contributed only 3,407 cases, 
and, looking to the registrations in the several offices, it is observed that the increase 
was general and not confined to particular localities or districts. The explanation 
offered is not conclusive. Anyhow' the advance is noteworthy, contrasted with 
the fluctuations in the past three years. 

The proportion of documents under Book I {i. e. concerning immovable pro¬ 
perty) still continued exactly the same—98 per cent. 

345. A detailed statement of the registrations in the several offices individually 
is given in the Appendix—No. 42. 

A rise is noted in 35 offices and a falling-off in 9. The increase varied from 
1,310 (Shertailay) to 16 (Devicolum). The decline was marked in Kartikapalli 
(—1,642) and Neyyattinkara (—960)—evidently due, as suggested by the 
Director, to the diversion to the new offices established at Kayangulam and Paras¬ 
sala. Total registrations ranged from 6,263 (Shertailay) to 33 (Devicolam)—in 
1 (Shertailay) more than 6,000, in 7 between 4,000 and 6,000 and only in 3 the 
number was less than 1,000. 



CHAPTER 



except in respect of sales of immovables which slightly declined. But no corres¬ 
ponding variations have occurred in the total and average values. 

The relative proportions of sales and mortgages under Book I, specially noticed 
in the last Report, were again maintsfined during the year. These two formed 75 
per cent against 7 6—sales 15 per cent, mortgages with and without possession 
35 and 25 per cent respectively; the corresponding figures for 1071 being 16, 35 
and 23. In 426 documents value was not stated. 

fairs' 1 * 347. "With the increase in the total registrations, there was a perceptible advance- 
transactions. ; n t j le a gg r6 g a t e value of the transactions involved, being Rs. 2,69,85,143 against 
Rs. 2,63,56,471 in the year before. The average value, however, fell from Rs. 217 
toRs. 208. ' 

With reference to Mr. Nicholson’s remark in para 40 of liis review of the last 
Administration Report, the Director has furnished a classified statement of docu¬ 
ments above and below Rs. 100 iu value. These numbered 59,762 and 66,660- 
respectively with an aggregate value of Rs. 2,31,61,004 and Rs. 3,170,608- In ex¬ 
planation, the Director observes“ Such a statement has not hitherto been furaishr- 
ed, for the reason that in Travancore the registration of all documents relating to- 
immovable property, irrespective of their values, is compulsory, whereas in the 
Madras Presidency, the registration of such documents below Rs. 100 is optional. 
A comparison of the average values of such- documents with the figiires of the- 
Madras Presidency will not therefore he of much use.” 

SE* fc 348. The instruments relating to immovable property are classified below 
imraoiriu according to their assessed value:— ' f 




deposited by a European in the Trivaiidrun 


at were registered on the day of presentatic 
^lile those delayed oyer a week fell from l’c .. 


provided by the new' law. 
n the Appendix, No. 44. 
1071, 1,24,377 or 9.V7 per 
per cent on the second day, 


99, in 14 stood above 80, while there .... 

Referring to the remarks made by Mr. Nicholson (m his review- of the h°t Rep 
para 40) on the favorable results here in this respect, as compared with v 
Presidency, the Director!^Aegraxhig to the procedure laid down and follow. 
_jn Lravancore.^^mgrcopes oniociunents are presented,yvitii the originals ' 
copying* in S) register books has to bo done not from suet copies but froi 
onginals themselves which are endorsed prior to and certificated after tlie cor 
The true copy is presented merely for transmission to the Central office to be 
there, with a view to prevent the commission of any fraud ni Sub-Registry offi 
1 may, however, mention here that one cause of the greater speed attained 

° f *«>"» f T^ore is that while here loose sheets are 
furnished to each Sub-Registrar, who arranges for a number of documents being 











nths old. The 


iths and 63 or 51 '23 per cent 
her (11) of pending documents 


The arrears are thus explained 

(„.) 7 were sent to the Magistrates in connection with certain enquiries held 
hy them and were not returned. 

(6) 3 were pending disposal by Sub-Registrars. 

(e) 97 were impounded under section 32 of the Stamp Regulation and were 
pending disposal before the Division Peishcars, and 

(d) 14 were pending registration owing to the non-appearance of parties. 
355. There was no prosecution under the Regulation during the year. 


356. 23,489 statements were made before Sub-Registrars for transfer of regis¬ 

try in revenue accounts against, 22,837 in the preceding year and were duly trans¬ 
mitted to the authorities concerned. 

337. During the year the District Registrars inspected all the offices (except 
Devicolam) in their charge, visiting each thrice on an average. The Director 
made four tours remaining in camp 58 days. He inspected 42 offices— 4 District 
Registrars’ and 38 Sub-Registrars’ offices. 


358. 


The receipts and disbu 


; of the department for the year are set 



The receipts of the year have naturally'risen with the registrations—both the 
highest on record. They aggregated Rs. 2,08,748 against Rs. 2,01,431. The 
expenditure shews likewise a noticeable increase amounting to Rs. 99,059 or 47’4 
per cent of the reoeipts against Rs. 83,177 or 41-2 per cent in 1071, and the year’s 
surplus fell from 1,18,254 to 1,09,689. The enhanced expenditure was mainly 
on account of the two new offices opened and the operation of the revised scale 
referred to in para 330 of the last Report. The cost of registering an instrument 


1071 1072 

Rs. As. . p. . Rs. As. p. 

To the State „ 11 8 12 2 

To the individual 19 5 1 8 11 

359. Though a recent casualty of the current year, reference may be made 
here to the sudden death (from accident) of the Director, Mr. L. Soobramonv Aiyar 
for pacing on record at once the sense of His Highness’ Government of his ion® 
and featWnl service. In him the department has lost an experienced head and 
£116 Uwernment an old and conscientious officer. 





REGISTRATION OF JOINT STOCK COMPANIES (1896—97.) 


360. During the year under report one company was registered under Regula¬ 
tion I o! 1063—‘The Sri Ratnam Company Ld.’ in Kimnatnad with a capital 
of Rs. 15,000 at Rs. 150 per share. 

361. The year's receipts amounted to Rs. 45. 


MILITARY (1896-97.) 

362. During the year under report Captain Dawson, the Officer Commanding, 
proceeded to Europe on four months’ special leave and Lieut. J. J. P. Quinn, the- 
Officer Commanding the 1st Battalion, officiated during his absence. 

863. On the recommendation of the Invaliding Board 13 men were transferred 
to the pension list. 

364. The usual supply of sashes was procured for the Brigade from the- 
clothing board, Madras, at a cost of Rs. 239-4-0. 

365. One of the two guns sent to the Madras Arsenal to be re-bouched was 
condemned as unserviceable and replaced by a S. B. 3 pounder gun at a cost of 
Rs. 408-13-10. 

366. New great coat slings were also procured from the Arsenal the cost of 
which amounted to Rs. 4,490-5-0. 


367. The following is an abstract of the returns of the Brigade Hospital for 
the year. 
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368. Mr. W. S. BucLel, graduate of the Bombay Veterinary College, was 
appointed Veterinary Surgeon m the Body Guard. 


MARINE (1896-97.) 

tuber of vessels that called at the ports durir 


the year was 522 


The uuti 




:■ ;-licms 'i decrease of 198 vessels on tlie whole. The fall at Quilon, 
.“and Colaohel is marked, being 110, 51 and 20 respectively. The decrease 
.. due to the Plaorie and famine which prevailed in parts of British India 
throughout the year. Our foreign trade is principally with Bombay, 
and Colombo, and the stagnation of trade in those ports necessarily 


370. The subjoined statement shows the tonnage of vessels in all tlio ports for 
the past two years 
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The aggregate tonnage of vessels that touched the several ports during the 
year under report was 2,91,960 against 3,94,629 or 1,02,669 tons less than the 
previous year, the fall at the Alleppey Port alone being 43,580 tons. The decrease 
in tonnage at this port was chiefly in steaipers whose total burthen was 2,22,607 
against 2,62,141 in 1071. 

371. Port dues collections amounted to Rs. 7,971 against Rs. 9,606 in 1071, 
the decrease (Rs. 1,685) being of course due to the falling off in the tonnage of 


372. The expenditure oil this head was Rs. 2,541 against Rs. 2,621 or Rs. 80 
less than in 1071. 


373. The collections under pier toll 
and Rs. 3,756 against 6s. 7,685 and Rs. 
The expenditure was Rs. 3,654 and Rs. 1 


tramway hire amounted to Rs. 7,059 
8 respectively in tlie preceding year. 
I against Rs. 3,825 and Rs. 2,186. 


DESTRUCTION OF WILD ANIMALS (1896-97.) 

374. During the year '17 tigers and 66 cheetahs were killed. The rewards 

disbursed amounted to Rs. 1,278 against Rs. 1,569 in 1071. ' . 

375. 6 permits were issued during the year to shoot elephants. 
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PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


SEASON AND RAINFALL (1896 -97.) 

676. The season was generally favorable for agriciilture. The rainfall was more 
copious than in the year preceding. In parts of Agastisvaram taluk in the Southerif- 
Division the rains were rather late. Both the ram-fed and the channel-fed lands 
in that Division yielded a fair harvest. In the Trivandrum Division the supply, 
though plentiful* m the aggregate, was not so distributed as to ensure the best 
results for agriculture. In the Quilon and Kottayam Divisions (Siiencottak taluk 
in the former excepted) there was a considerable, excess of rainfall and the conse¬ 
quent high and continued floods caused serious damage to cultivation m several 


Scarcity. 377, f n consequence of the floods which destroyed cultivation and the high 
prices of food grains owing chiefly to the famine in British India, there was consider¬ 
able distress in the two northern Divisions. Relief works were started in those 
Divisions and relief kitchens were also established in selected centres where the 
old. the young and the iufirm of all classes were gratuitously fed. At Alleppey 
money doles were distributed in lieu of cooked food. As the operations were started 
only towards the close of the year, full details will he given in the current year’s 

?riccs. 878. The prices of food grains ruled higher more particularly towards the close 

of the year, due to the short crop, in the parts of the country affected by floods 
and to the limited importation of foreign paddy and rice on account of tire prevalence 
of famine in British India. 

Rainfall. 879. The number of stations at which rainfall was recorded was raised from 

89 to 50. The additional stations were mostly on the hills. Out of the 39 stations 
at which observations were made during the whole of the year, 32 showed an 
amount of rainfall m excess of the normal, 2 had nearly the normal amount, while 
5 had a deficiency. Ike total rainfall for the year was in considerable excess in all 
the taluks of the Northern Division: was normal or deficient in the seaward, and 
excessive in the landward, tarnks of the Quilon Division, beyond the normal in the 
Trivandrum Division pirivanarum expected) and very much in excess in the 
Southern Division. On the average the rainfall over the whole State was consider¬ 
ably more than has been the case for many years past. It has to be stated, however,. 
that the rainfall was irregularly distributed throughout the year. Most of it was 
during the last two months of the year. The unusual heavy rain at this period 
did, as already ^ observed, considerable damage to cultivation in the Quilon and 
Kottayam Divisions. The total quantity of rain recorded in the stations was 
8,757*06 inches against 3,05875 in 1071.' The statement below gives the rainfall 
in some of the more important stations during the last two years:— . 
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The usual rainfall chart and a detailed statement of rain 
gauging stations will be found in the Appendix. 


□fall in the several 





FORESTS—(180(5-97.) 


Mr. J. S. Sealy, Superintendent of the Cardamom Hills, continued to net 
for Ur. T. F. Bourdillon, Conservator of Forests, until the latter’s return from 
furlough in November 1896. In April following Mr. Bourdillon having been 
deputed to act as Commercial Agent, Alleppey, in the place of Mr. 0. J. Jlaltby on 
leave to Europe, Hi*. Sealy was again put in charge of the Forest Department and 
continued m that capacity till the close ol the year. An Assistant Conservator 
~\vas newly entertained during the year and placed in charge of the special duty of 
surveying and mapping the forest tracts proposed for reservation preliminary to 
their 'filial settlement. 

681. A new depot for the sale of timber at Bodimettoo on the Madura frontier 
was sanctioned hut not opened during the year. 

382. The re-organisation of the Forest Department was sanctioned during the 
year. The country is, for purposes of Forest administration, divided into three 
Divisions, two of them to be under the Deputy Conservators and the third directly 
under the Conservator. This last is again snb-divided into the Pulyara and the 
Southern Divisions, each under the immediate charge of an Assistant Conservator. 
The establishment is, as m British India, divided mto permanent and temporary. 
In the former are included the controlling, the executive and the office staffs, and 
ill the latter all whose appointments are made with reference to some special work , 
such as the management of the teak plantations, the collection of cardamoms, the sale 
of timber, &c. The permanent establishment consists of the Conservator, 2 deputies, 
4 assistants, 10 rangers, 8 deputy rangers, 14, foresters and 80 forest guards. 
Including those oil the temporary branch the new staff consists of 494 hands 
against 515 under the old system. The slight'reduction in the numerical strength 
has been accompanied by a substantial increase in the number and improvement in 
the position of the higher grade officers so essential for the effective control and 
intelligent working which the expanding interests of forest conservancy imperative¬ 
ly call for. Special qualifications are insisted on in the cases of upper subordinates. 
The Conservator has been asked to submit, for the consideration and sanction of 
'S3 defining the duties and powers of the several grades of officers. 


nong 


the ] 


383. The Cardamom Hills comprising an area of 336 square miles and a. tenet 
of 3* square miles adjoining the Veerapuli proposed reserve were gazetted for reser¬ 
vation during the year. The former as well as Kony No. 1 containing about 280 
square miles was finally declared reserve. In respect of five of the tracts pro¬ 
clamations were issued bytlie Forest Settlement Officers in view to the adjudication 
of private claims, if any, to lands comprised within them. Twelve other* were 
under survey by the special forest officer in view to revise the boundaries so as 
to exclude, as far as possible, cultivated areas. Fair progress was made m this 
work and several of the tracts have been handed over to the Forest Settlement 
Officers. The progress of work by these officers was rather slow and their atten¬ 
tion is specially invited to the necessity of more speedy and vigorous action The 
total'area of reserved forests at the close of the year was 997 square miles and 
626 5 acres, and the area of reserved lands 798 square miles and 306'5 acres ae-ainst. 
386 square miles and 204-52 acres and 1078* square miles in the previous year. 

The formation of fuel reserves in the Southern Division engaged attention 
ana tour tracts were proposed for the purpose, but their boundaries were not 
finally fixed during the year. 

An area of 70 acres under teak in- Mfdayattoor and 35-5 acres in Ariencavoo 
rdrrASn maPPed ' , Th ! 1 <*** in Mode, two plantain 





dealt With. A trigonometrical map showing the positions of the various tracts 
reserved and proposed for reservation was prepared by the special officer. The 
Pallode tract whose reservation was expected to be declared in the year had to be 
surveyed in view to exclude the cultivated and cultivable areas within it. The 
work'was taken in hand and completed during the year. 

384. Three miles of the Travaneore-Cochin boundary, the Malayatur Reserve 
from Perunthode to Elattmnugham, a small tract of private land within the latter 
reserve, the boundary around the Achencoil village, and the western boundary of 
the Sony reserve -were demarcated during the year. The average cost of demar¬ 
cation is not given. In the reserves finally settled a 20 ft. line with a trench on 
the side nearest the reserve is provided, while in tracts under settlement the line 
is 10 ft. wide without a trench. A' clear boundary line is essential for efficient 
conservation and prevention of encroachments. Several oases of hill cultivation, 
within the reserved lands are reported to have occurred and the excuse, ordinarily, 
is ignorance of the limits of the reserves. Such bases must become rare when tie 
demarcation work which, it is noted, is being pushed on with vigour is completed. 



The percentage of acquittals in cases tried by the. Magistrates was 44-2 which*: 
though an improvement over the previous year so far as the figures available for 
that year go, is still too high. With sufficient care on the part of the forest 
officers in collecting and sifting the evidence before the cases are placed before 
the Magistrates, much better results are possible and must be attained. The very ; 
high percentage in the Puliyara Division is not creditable to the officers in that' 








1-J„la vwl [Ochhndre Tmmmriea) flowered generally in the Pulyara iSnh- 
Division ami the seedlings germinated freely. 

390. 10-3i acres were planted witli teak at a cost of Rs. 34'8 an acre as com¬ 
pared with 14-9-td acres and an average of Rs. 32 in 1071. Inclusive of the charge 
of up-keep of the older plantations a. sum of Ss. 15,121 was expended against 
16,729 in the year before. The total area, under teak at the end of 1072 was 
1273' 1 acres costma- on the aggregate Rs. 1,73,886. The acreage is distributed 
thus : 3o9 m Malayattur, 730'9 in Koni and 183-6 in Arienoavoo. The Deputy Con¬ 
servator is said lo have paid special and personal attention to the teak plantations 
under his charge resulting m reduced expenditure. In Pulyara higher charges 
are said to have been incurred and they have not been accounted for. The acting 
Conservator speaks to the unsatisfactory nature of the working of the plantations 
in Ariencavoo due, m some measure, to the difficulty iu getting coolies. 

The damage from caterpillars to all the plantations was exceptionally small, 
the areas affected by them being limited. In vieiv to correctly estimate the 
damage done by these insects and the rate of growth of the trees in favorable 
seasons, a history of each plantation is being written up every year with full parti¬ 
culars. A light thinning was carried out in the ICoai plantations. 12,000 saplings 
were felled bnt were not sold in the year itself. 1,450 saplings cut in Malayattur 
in 1071 were sold at nearly half a Rupee apiece. About 300 young teak trees are 
reported to have been destroyed at Malayattur by floods and elephants. 

391. No new trees or shrubs have been introduced during the year. The act 
ing Conservator thinks that the camphor tree might with advantage be introduced. 
Mr. Bourdillon will be asked to consider the feasibility of the suggestion. 

392. A siun of Rs. 7,455 was sanctioned of which Rs. 6,300 was spent as shown 



The percentage of expenditure to the sanctioned allotment was 55 against 69 
in 1071 and 79 in 1070. Having regard to the importance of making the interior 
forests easily accessible and the need for public works generally in the Forest 
Department, the failure to fully utilize the year’s allotment is regrettable. The 
acting Conservator attributes it to the system under which the unexpended credits 
lapse at the close of the year. It is not clear how this system which applies to all 
departments and which cannot, of course, he modified", could operate against a 
proper use of the budget grant within the year. The budget is generally sanction¬ 
ed before the opening of the year and if estimates are prepared and submitted in 
due time, the jvorks could be begun early and completed before the year’s close. 
The matter calls for the earnest attention of the Conservator. 

393. No noticeable progress was made in the collection of botanical specimens 
for the Herbarium and specimens of timber for the forest museum* But consider¬ 
able progress was made in testing the strength of numerous species of wood. 
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The expenditure amounted to Rs. 2,31.769 or Res. 11,509 leas than in the year 
preceding. The diminished charges on account of the felling of timber were due 
to-the' less quantity of timber removed, and the increased salaries to the scheme 
of iv* organization'carried out in the year. 

397. 12 elephants were captured during' the year and with 19 at its commence¬ 
ment there were in charge of the department 3i animals of which 2 died and 2 
were sent to temples. 8 were tuskers and the rest cows. 

398. The head of the department was out on inspection duty for 14o days. 
The Deputy and the Assistant Conservators spent from 70 to 87 per cent of the- 
number of days they were respectively in charge. 



CARDAMOM AND OTHER GOODS (1896-97.) 

Assistant Superintendent and First Class Magis- 
’ ' ~ ’ Magistrate in 

it of Mr. J. S. 

capacity in April following, 

the Cardamom Department and continued so till the year 

400, As observed in para 37(1 of the last year’s report the monopoly in respect 
of the Makarayeloin gardens was abolished and a system of land tax'introduced 
with effect from the commencement of 1072, while the lCannyelom gardens continu¬ 
ed under the old systum. Of the total area (9,620-27 acres) trader assessment in 
the Makarayelom Dmsiorn, 9,067-95 acres were leased ont on 656 pattalis at, as 
observed in the last Keport, a uniform rate of Bh. Rs. 6j- per aero. The remaining 
area (552-32 acres) consisting; mainly of unproductive gardens which had been 
practically abandoned by the holders under the monopoly system was under direct. 
Government management. 

The demand for the yeai 
system amounted to Bh. Rs. 56 

out-standing balance was Bb. Bs. 1,139 or 2 per cent of the demand. The 
measure is an important one, being a complete departure from the system long in 
vogue. There were serious misgivings entertained in the beginning. These have now 
vanished. Judged by the first year’s results and by the numerous application's 
for fresn areas for cardamom cultivation, there is every promise of the experiment 
proving a success. Though the l-yots generally speaking are poor and were obliged 
to seek tlie aid of the money lender for making up the year’s kists, there is every 
reason to believe that their net earning individually is adequate enough to get over 
the temporary indebtedness and to stand well in future. Anyhow Government 
watch with special interest the progress of the scheme in its bearing- on public 
revenue and the position of the ryot. 

With a view to encourage 
seems to be ample scope, Govern' 
purpose within the Cardamom Reserve on favorable terms vis., a light tax of one 
Rupee per acre for the first three years and the full assessment of Rs. $ere- 

yearand will be granted as so°on as the survey which tes teen oXred is co^feted! 
The question of allotting grass and arable lands within the Reserve for cereal culti- 
vation and for homesteads for those desirous of settling on the hills is'bngaging" 




Wl. The abolition of the monopoly necessitated a reduction of the establish¬ 
ment and this vas effected from the beginning of the cnrrent year. The saving 
on this account amounts to Rs. 11,588—chs. 8-c. 4 per anniua. 

The head quarters of the Superintendent’s office was removed from Peermade 
to Devikolam which is becoming and promises ere long to develop into a great 
centre of planting activity, and the office of the Assistant Superintendent and 
First Class Magistrate was abolished. To meet the convenience of those in and 
near Peermade, it is proposed to establish a First Class instead of the present Second 
Class Magistrate’s Court at that station- 

402. As the result of the change of system the Kannyelam crop together with 
that raised through Government agency on unallotted Makarayelom gardens was 
alone sold at Alleppey. The year’s crop was fair. 12 candies and 80,V lbs. of 
cardamoms were sold and fetched a price of Rs. 19,948 or Rs. 1,644 per candy 
against Rs. 2,096 in 1071. 

406. The following statement gives particulars of the receipts for the last two 



The difference against the year in the sale proceeds of cardamoms was due 
to the smaller quantity as already noted. 

404. The sale proceeds of other goods amounted to Rs. 11,441 against R*. ! 1,902 
in 1071 as detailed below:— 




All the items except, beeswax showed an increase iu quantity as well as in 
sale proceeds. 

405r. ferfew receipts from the sale oE cardamoms and other goods amounted 
to against Rs. 84,124 or Rs. 7,691 in excess of the previous, rear. 

406.. The expenditure for the two years is compared in the following" table. 







407. The net receipts deducting the expenditure amounted to Rs. 27,472 while 
in the year previous there was a loss to Government of Rs. 7,195. 


408. Under the new system the ryots are primarily interested in guarding 
against thefts and smuggling and they have resources and facilities far better 
than what Government could command. The detachment of the Nayar Brigade 
hitherto sent on guard duty was, therefore, discontinued. A staff of watchers 
under the Superintendent was, however, maintained. 

409. Eight elephants were captured, of which one tusker and 2 cows alone 
survived. 

410. The Cardamom Hills comprising an area of 336 square miles were declar¬ 
ed a reserve under the Forest Regulation. 

411. The Superintendent was out on inspection duty for 181 days including 
the stay in the Cardamom Hills during the season. 


TRADE (1896-1897) 

412. The value of the external trade of the country during the year under 
report was. Rs. 2,47,98,100 against Rs. 2,43,17,586 showing an increase of Rs. 
4,80,514. These figures do not, as usual, include the value of the transactions on 
account of Government. Statistics of internal trade are not available. 

413. The subjoined statement shows the proportion of the whole external trade 
carried by sen, backwater and land:— 







against 38, 46, and 16 per cent respectively m 1071. 'fhe trade by sea decreased 
by 4 per cent due probably to the Plague restrictions during the year. 

Of the total external trade, the exports amounted to Be. 1,46,93,752 or 59.2 
per cent and the imports to Rs. 101,04.348 or 40-8 per cent against Es. 1,46,45,487 
or 60.3 per cent and Es. 96,72,099 or 397 per cent respectively in the previous year. 
There was thus an increase in both exports and imports amounting to Es. 48,265 
and Es. 4,32,249 respectively. The increase in imparts is note-worthy. The exports 
exceeded the imports by Rs.45,89,404 against Es. 49,73,388 in the preceding year. 













?ainat Rs. 28,97,562 in 1071. 


;e goods, paddy 


418. The subjoined statement shows the direction of the entire external trade 
of the country :— 


j 


- 

sag 

: !i ‘ 

LliL 

British India 


W7.41- 

8W 

f 

P<«Ktfeherry ami Marseilles 

Other”Asiatic Oountriee " 1” 

AWd™?\-S'yo°5 

5,an; Lass 

i os’aS 


T 


I.-tMWjj ],01.(M,3.18 

—-1 

too 






















100 


CHATTER 


bility of combining irrigation with the supply of drinking water to the town. 
Hr. *Jopp seems to have completed the investigation. His report is awaited. 

(2) The constniction of a cart road on an alternative and improved line from 
the High Range to join the road system in the low country to the west has been 
long’ advocated by the 'North Travancore Land Planting and Agricultural 
Society. The line proposed and partly traced by the Society lias been found to 
be generally preferable to the one traced by the agency of the D. P. W. some years 
ago and an Assistant Engineer with a staff of subordinates has been posted to the 
locality to prepare the necessary detailed estunates. The furtherance of the 
scheme belongs to the current year. 

426. The budget grant originally sanctioned for the year was Rs. 17,17,281. 
This was raised to Rs. 17,78,281. in the course of the year. The amount drawn 
against this grant was Rs. 17,97,940 and the actual expenditure was Rs. 16,56,640 
including compensation paid by the Revenue Department for lands assumed and 
debited to the D. P. W. (vide statement No. 58 in the Appendix). The difference 
between the two figures, vis Rs. 1,41,300, represents cash in hand and debits to 
suspense heads at the end of the year. 

427. Excluding suspense items in the two years, the expenditure compares as 
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Compensation charges during the year' reported on are not separately shown 
as they have been debited to the works concerned. 
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434. Traces for new roads, maintained by the Department, totalled 420 miles 
and cost Rs. 15 per mile against 431 miles and Rs. 16 per mile in 1071. 

485. The length of village roads fell from 899$ to 848$ miles and their average 
cost per mile from Rs. 18J to Rs. 18. The decrease of 51 miles is apparently due 
to their improvement and conversion into cart roads. 

436. Repairs to Bridges and culverts cost Rs. 11,242 against Rs. 17,378 and 
consisted of the renewal of wood-work and sundry other items of repair. The 
renewal of the 60 feet truss bridge over the Massaputty river, which consumed 
Rs. 4,814 in the previous year, had a further ontlay of Rs. 1,725 in the year 
undei' review. The repair of the bridge on the 39th mile, Ayur to Ivulattupuzba 
road, was another item of some importance and absorbed Rs. 2,519. 

437. The maintenance and repair of canals consumed Rs. 21,348 or Rs. 5,839 
more than in the foregoing year. The principal item needing special mention is 
the removal of silt and other repairs necessitated by a heavy landslip in the 


Varkala canal which consumed Rs. 2,515. 

The slip blocked ui 

3 the canal which 

was promptly elei 

wed out and restored for ti 

•aflic. The length of water communi- 

cation maintained was about the same as tha 

,t in the preceding year—133$ miles. 

438. The exj 

jenditure on original road 

works including ta 

ices for new lines 

amounted to Rs. 

1,57,117 against Rs. 63,133 in the previous year. 

439. The foil 

owing statement skowt* the 

expenditure under the head distributed 

over tlu i four ton 

ntomt divisions during the 

two years 
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It will be observed from the foregoing statement that the outlay in theyiShf 
under review exceeded the previous year’s figures in all but the Southern Division 
and that the increase was the highest in the Northern Division, being Rs. 68,$$8 
over the previous year. It was stated in the last Report that 280 miles of iOads 
were newly projected in the Northern and Quilon Divisions and that a special 
staff of surveyors had been employed for surveying, levelling and estimating for 
them. Detailed estimates for these are awaited. Estimates for the improvement 
and thorough restoration of the two existing important Glint roads in the. country, 
rh., the road from Kottayam through Peerinade to the Madura, frontier aiud from 
Quilon through the Aryankavn pass to the Turaevelly frontier have beenikiotioned,, 
the amounts heiiig Rs. 5,46,000 and 11s. 2,50,880 respectively. '. ■ T' 

440. The following statement allow*, the more important road wcatem- the 
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Miscellaneous. 

454. Lrnler tins head. the total expenditure including salt works, femes ami 
lighting amounted ro Rs. .rz.044 or fell short of the previous year by Rs. 2,162. 

halt works, i. <?. works in connection witli salt warehouses and bankshalls 
consumed Rs. 9.438 or Rs. 4.817 on repairs and Rs. 4,621 on original works against 
R.s:. 8-isl / or 4.ot>l on repairs and Rs. 4,256 on original works in 1071. 

447. Femes absorbed Rs. 9,016 or Rs. 190 more than in the previous year. 
Rs. G.Svjy was expended on repairs and the remaining Rs. 2,623 on original works. 

4o8. The cost under the head of lighting came to Rs. 18,385 compared with 
Rs. lo.o4G m 10/1, the increase being due to adjustments made on account of the 
previous years issue. Out of the former amount, Rs. 3,239 was spent in providing 
new lamp posts m the capital and elsewhere and Rs. 3.5,146 in maintaining existing 
lights on the sides of the main roads chiefly in Trivandrum, and the principal 
points m canals and backwaters. 

4ov». The chief Engineer was asked to consider the question of lighting the 
Trivandrum town with gas and submit a feasible scheme. The report and the 


400- On miscellaneous works properly so called, the expenditure incurred 
amounted to Rs. 15,205 against an outlay of Rs. 21,017 in the foregoing year. The 
repair of damages caused by floods and heavy winds in the Northern Division and 
the construction of 6 latrines at Alleppey form the principal items and absorbed 
Rs. 4,592 and Rs. 3,276 respectively. 

Establishment. 

461. The cost of establishment excluding Rs. 14,646 for contingencies stood at 
Rs. 1,83,748 against Rs. 1,34,763, thus showing an increase of Rs. 48,985. With 
reference to this increase which is due to the re-organization, the Chief Engineer 
reports:—“This excess, however, is only apparent. The following table will 
“ give the details of the changes in the re-organization of the department, which 









“ It will thus be learnt that the net result, from a financial point of view, 
« wa < an increase in cost to Government- of only Rs. 800 per mensem or Rs. 9,00ft 

* “Moreover as regards the strength of the staff, the re-orgamzation consisted 
“ chiefly in an increase in the number of professionally trained Engineers, and h 
“ decrease m the number of petty clerks. 

“ It should be noted that the gross cost of. the department (as shown in the 

•• ctaged’m thTaecotrats to'thehead establishment. 

:, By the old system, it was permissible to employ, and charge directly to 
“ works, a very considerable staff in addition to the permanent staff, so that, out 
“of 15,007 Rupees, only 9,747 Rs. was on the average actually charged to 
“establishment; the difference, Rs. 5,260 per mensem or Rs. 63,120 por annum, 
“ was charged to works. 

“It would therefore be right in comparing the proportion of outlay ou 
“establishment fco the total outlay in the previous years, to correct the figures given in 
“various Administration Reports, by deducting fts. 63,120 from the head. ‘ works’ 
“ and adding it to the head ‘ Establishment 1 and then striking the ratio. If this 
“be done, it will be found that the ratio of actual cost of establishment to the total 
“outlay in !U7l was 19-6 per cent and not 14-12 as shown in the Administration 
“ Report. 

“ As a measure of the success attained by this re-organization during the first 
“ year of its introduction, when it could scarcely be considered as in full auil 
“efficient working order, it may be stated that the expenditure on works alone has 
“amounted to Rs. 13,63,244 while the average actual expenditure of the five pre- 
“ vious years amounted only to Rs. 8,46,000. If the cost of the establishment 
“be compared with the outlay, it will be found to work out at 11-98 per cent which 
“ is a considerable improvement in point of economy when compared with former 

Tools and Plant . 


the oxpenuitr 
. in addition 


mditure of Rs. 95,002 on Tools and plant was absorbed 
' : tools, such as im 

the Kofcayar project and the e 
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2 Steam mortar mills. 

2 Bullock mortar mills. 


2 Well’s light appan 

1 Sawmill. 

3 Ran mills. 

2 Baxter's stone cru 
1 Crab winch. 

H Donkey pump. 









In regard to'stock, the transactions are described in the following extract 

“ The transactions of the war are shown m the accompanying statement 
{No. 61 m the Appendix). 

«The balance at the beginning ot the year amounted to Rs. 2,37,000, the 
receipts Rs. 4,14,53d and the closing balance Rs. 3,36,754. 

“ This is the first occasion on winch such a statement has been prepared for 
stock. Ill previous years under the old system, this could not be done, the 
accounts of stock manufacture, for instance, having been carried on to a suspense 
account ami no vearly balances struck or adjustments of rates made. This 
accounts tor the item * ‘ Stock manufacture 5 appearing in the statement without 
any opening balance. The closing balances also do uot represent the true state 

ot Government- have been passed on a report that is shortly to be submitted. 

“ The value of work out-turned in the Trivandrum Workshop during the year 
as per adjustments made was Rs. 74,468, but deducting the actual work done in 
Vykasi, Ani and Adi 1071, omitted from the accounts of the previous year, 
amounting to Rs. 17,347, the actual work turned out in the year was only 
Rs. 57,120. 

“The value of bricks and tiles issued to works from Vykasi 1071 to end 
of 1072 from the Trivandrum brick-fields amounted to Rs. 27,027.” 


Mar/mat Department. * 

464. The expenditure incurred by this department during the year amounted 
to Rs. 4,71,097 or fell short of the year previous by Rs. 36,632. 


465. The outlay during the two years was thus distributed over the usual 
sendee heads 



As hi tiie. case of the Chief Engineer’s department, compensation \ charges 
have been debited to the works concerned. The figure for 1071 did not contain 
this item. 
















The number of private covers amounted to 13,10,115 against 11,77,800 in 
1071. The increase is chiefly due to the introduction of the half-a-chuckram postage 
system. The official covers were 10,27,065 against 10,12,228. The result 
indicates an increase of 1,32,315 or 10 per cent under the former and 14,837 or 
1 per cent under the latter. 

i-imneioi. 176. The actual collections on private covers including transit and miscel¬ 
laneous receipts amounted to Rs. 57,525 against Rs. 55,344 in the previous veal'. 
The postage on official covers aggregated Rs. l,9o,831 against Rs. 2,11,246 in 1071. 
The total receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 2,53,356 against Rs. 2,66,390 
of the previous year. Deducting the cost of the Anchal and Transit .establish¬ 
ments,—Rs. 75,355 against Rs. 71,650,—the net earnings of the department 
amounted to Rs. 1,78,001 as compared with Rs. 1,94,940 m the previous year. 
This shows a decrease of Rs. 16,939 which however is merely nominal, being 
entirely in postage oil official covers. 

Length<>f limit 477. A new branch line was opened from Rermnpavur to Malayattnr, a distance 
iff" 1 ' «f 6 i miles- T!le total lfinprth of mail communication at the close of the rear was 
8401 miles. 

478. There was a slight improvement in the speed of the mail in the southern 
section of the main line and a slight falling off'in the northern section and ■branch 


479. There were 23,33,198 covers for delivery excluding 3,982 unclaimed ones. 
This, distributed among the delivery peons of flie department, gave oil an average 
11,163 covers each, i. r. 30 per day. * 


< 
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180. During the year under review there w 
against the Anehal Regulation, with the result 
convicted, in 5 discharged and the remaining 4 v 


481. In the course of the year 8 new buildings 
all. There are still 85 offices to be constructed accc 

482. The following statement shows the operat 
during the year under review:— 




The number of covers received and disposed of at the Dead Letter Office 
was 34,672 of which 66 covers had neither name nor address on them. The 
corresponding figures for the previous year were 30,2S8 and 93 respectively. 

The value of the contents of covers opened, such as hundies, stamps &c. 
amounting to Rs. 65, was duly returned to the senders. 

483. During the year, an experimental station was opened at Trikunnapuzha Sfarataa 
between Chavara and Ampalapuzha. 





HAPTER 


REVENUE AND FINANCE. 

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE (1896-97.) 


435. The revenue under this head is contributed by items of a fluctuating 
character and is particularized in the stateme nt subjoined _ 



SALT (1896-97.) 

486. Salt was manufactured, as usual, in the local Ullams with the following 
isult:— 

Maunds. 

Rajakamangalom . 11,996. 

Thamarakulam ... ... 89,297. 


Total.1,08,300. 

or a decrease of 1,28,447$ maunds as compared with 1071. The decrease is due 
to heavy rainfall during the manufacturing season. 

Together with the balance of the previous year’s stock (maunds 4,76,750) the 
total quantity available for issue to the various bankshalls was 5,80,050 maunds. 
Out of this 2,65,598 maunds were sold during the year leaving at the close of the 
year a stock of 3,14,452 maunds. 
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Home salt 
Bombay salt 


improved quality of salt 
Travancore during the year 

490. The aggregate, re 

The charges Vore Rs. 
to income was 18-08 againsl 
The net revenue of t 
Rs. 15,486 less than in 107: 

491. A new bnnkshall v 

492. The consumption t 
tion against 19-5 lbs. in the 


... 2,31,720 2,65,098 

. 3,89,070 3,54,489 

Total..7,20,Tso" ■ 720,0S7 

le an advance again this year due to some extent to the 
turned out. The distress which prevailed in North 
r accounts for the decline in Bombay salt, 
eceipts from salt revenne amounted to Rs. 18,99,618 cw^., 
■mg a decrease of Rs. 33,263 as compared with 1071. « 

3,43,612 against Ks. 3,61,389 and the proportion of cost 
st IS-7 per cent. 

the year was Rs. 15,06,006 against Rs. 15,71,492 or 

.s opened at Porakad near Alleppey. 
or salt per annum was 19'4 lbs. per head of the popula- 
previous year. 


STAMPS (1896-97.) 


493. 'The number of stamp papers and adhesive labels printed duriug the year 
was 4,42,999 and 1,80,000 respectively against 4,88,484 and 60,000 in the year 


494. The following- statement gives details of the stamp papers and labels sold s, 





















1,517 candies. 

The decline .. . 

which prevailed in North Travaneore where these varieties are largely cc- 

The decline in Tinnevelly confected tobacco is due to the adjustment of duty 
referred to in para -178 of the last year’s Administration Report !. e. the reduction 
of duty on dry tobacco from Rs. 180 and the raising of the duty on confected 
tobacco from Rs. 60 to a uniform rate of Es. 90. Confected tobacco is merely dry 
tobacco tempered with a solution of jaggery, and is said to weigh 2j- times as much 
as the raw article. The duty on both, determined by weight, having been equalised, 
it would manifestly be unprofitable to import the confected leaf, and its importation 
therefore must necessarily cease. The financial effect of the change would depend 
to whieh'the dry tobacco imported takes the place of the confected 
if duty every candy of confected tobacco is equal to f of a 
the measure of gain or loss is the extent to which the 
actual increase in dry tobacco exceeds or falls short of two-thirds of the decline in 
confected tobacco. Compared -with 1071, the year’s import shows a loss of 153 
candies (i. e. | of 2,436— 1,471). But as the new duties came into operation in 
the course of 1071, the comparison should properly be with 1070, the figures for 
which are 137 candies dry and 2,688 candies confected tobacco. In reference to 
these figures the year under review exhibits a falling off of 106 candies (f of 2,687— 
1,685), the duty on which at Es. 90 a candy together with the difference between the 
old and new duties on the 137 candies of dry tobacco imported in 1070 or Es. 15,020 
represents the financial loss on account of the adjustment of the duty. This loss 
which is but temporary is more than counterbalanced not only by the lightening of 
the burden on consumer’s in respect of an article whioh is almost a neoesssary of life 
in this country but by the consequent effective incre'ase in consumption. Every 
candy of dry tobacco becomes at -least two candies after confection, so that the 
difference between twice the increase in dry tobacco and the decrease in confected 
stuff represents the actual increase in importation and consumption. Thus 
calculated, the year’s import was in effect 683 candies of confected tobacco in excess 
of that of 1070. Every candy of tobacco imported into the country and confected 
means a saving to the consumer in duty of Es. 15 on a candy of confected tobacco. 
The measure was also the means of introducing a new industry—the manufacture 
of confected tobacco—into the country. 

506. The charges in connection with the realization of the tobacco revenue 
amounted to Es. 44,183 against Es. 45,271 in 1071, leaving a net. revenue of 
Rs. 9,31,033 or Es. 72,755 less than in the year previous. 

507. The average consumption of tobacoo per head of the population was 
3-71 lbs. or -54 less than in 1071. The decrease is only apparent (vide para 505 ). 


Section and balance of the Abkari 
rived from toddy and country spirits 
■s 1071 and 1072. 


The slight decline in demand was due to the fal 
abkari farm which is leased out from year to veai 
balance was caused by the break-down of some of tl 


•om the Anjengo 
the outstanding 
The outstand- 


subjoined 




Rs. 18,086. 

Adding to the duty on imports the amount (Rs. 40,714) paid by the British 
Government under the interportal arrangement, the ratio between exports and 
imports stands financially as 8: 1 against 10:1 in the previous year. 

514. The decrease in the customs revenue of the year was entirely in exports, 
the articles which chiefly contributed to it being- copra, cocoanut oil, pepper, timber, 
molasses, rice and dried ginger. The agricultural distress in North Travancoro 
and the plague and famine in British India are the principal causes of the deolme. 

515. The cost of collection was Rs. 27,000 against Rs, 27,832 being an increase 
of Rs. 158 over 1071. The proportion of cost to collection was resell the same as 
last year—about. 4 per cent, 

516/ The net revenue, taking all items together, was Rs. 5,06,243 against. 
Rs. 6,14,487 or Rs. 18,244 less than in 1071. 

517. The export duty on all kinds of palmyra fibre was, in the interests of 
this growing industry, temporarily abolished during the year. 







FINANCIAL (1896-97.) 


I. Gauss racoons and Expendituse. . 

i.- 518. Excluding the figures under debt heads, the aggregate revenue of the 

' State amounted to Es. 88,28,223 and the expenditure to fis. 88,89,502 against 
Ks. 89,31,540 and Rs.81,18,461 respectively in 1071. 

revenue was Ks. 88,55,556 against Es. 89,58,991 
enditure Es. 89,16,723 against Rs. 81,50,183 or 


Ks. 7,66 


re than in the 




Cash ... .... ••• .. , 

Promissory Notes ..., 

Goods . . 

Investments in fixed deposit with Messrs. 
Arbutknot & Co. and the Cochin Branch 
of the Madras Bank. 


65,98,870 

8,60,617 


520. The cash balance is composed of Es. 21,72,316 in the Huzur and subordi¬ 
nate treasuries, Es. 4,39,109 with Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. as a floating deposit 
bearing interest, at 4 per cent per annum, and Bs..2,505 in the Cochin Bank. 

521. The balance in Government, securities' at the close of the year was 
Es. 65,98,870 including the investment of Es. 2,30,000 adverted to in para 
495 of last year’s report. - Promissory notes for another two laes were 
purchased hi the current year out of the balance with Messrs. Arbuthnot & Go. 

522. The balance in goods represents salt, grain &o. in the Sirkar stores and 
other receipts in kind. The decline in goods is mainly due to the Smaller quantity 
of salt remaining in the Sirkar stores than in the preceding year. 

523. The investments in fixed deposit with Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. and the 
Cochin Bank remained as at the close of 1071. 


Qmary of receipts and disbursements under debt 
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Explanatory Remarks. 


Calls for no notice. 

The decrease is very small and requires no explanation 


Out of a number of elephants advertised for sale only a few were sold, there 
being no demand owing to prevalence of scarcity in North Travancore. 
The income from hiring-elephants was also less. The result is a decrease. 
The small increase under this head calls for no special remark. 


Calls for no remark. 

Fresh investments of Rs. 2,8(1,000 in Government Promissory notes made in the 
year and larger receipts from interest on money with Messrs. Arbuthnot 
and Co. contributed to the increase under this head. 

Calls for no notice. 

The increase is due principally to larger receipts from Adyara or succession and 
other customary fees. 

















n*y Remark*. 


(1) Additional hands ware provided tor the banitavv Comnii.-isioner’s office, the 
Vaccination Department, the Town Improvement Committees and rural 
Conservancy ( 2 ) preventive measures were adopted against the importation 
i of the plague (3) purchase of a large number ot dust bins and wheel bar- 

I rows, (4) the increments given m 1071 had full effect in 1072. The above 

items entailed a larger expenditure. 

: As no detachment ot the Brigade was sent to the Cardamom Hills, there was a 
saving m the shape of batta. In 1071, passage money was paid to Dr. 
Perkins. This charge was absent tins year. The amount ot compensation 
i allowance paid to European officers was less owing to a rise m the exchange. 

There was also a saving in the lighting charges. The result was a reduc- 
; non m the expenditure. 

1 The increase is due to the purchase ot horses and carnages lor the Royal ^tables 
! and the Body Guard. 

; The higher figure for the year was the result of the operation of the New Pension 
! Rules. 

- Out of Rs. 22,95,155 representing the actuals of 1072, Rs. 18,24,058 stand de- 
: bitecl to the Chief Engineer's Department and Rs. 4,71,097 to the Marali- 

i unit. The large increase in the expenditure as compared with the previous 

I year is accounted for by the more extensive road works and important 

] bridges sanctioned, the purchase of tools and plant for the Kotayar and 

i , other works, the compensation paid for lands assumed and the additional 
; cost ot‘ establishment in consequence of the re-organization of the depart- 

j The quantity of stationery purchased was smaller than in 1071. Hence the 

: difference. 

; The grant of increased, pay to the establishments and the entertainment of addi- 
j tional hands increased the expenditure. 


j A fixed item. 

I The celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, 
His Highness the Maha Rajah’s contribution to the Indian Famine Relief 
j Fund, payment of premium and commission on the purchase of Govern- 

i ment Promissory notes and a few other minor items explain the higher 

; • charges under this head. 


Galls for no remark. 













CHAPTER VI. 


VITAL STATISTICS, VACCINATION 

AND 

MEDICAL SERVICES- 


SANITARY STATISTICS—GENERAL (1896-97.) 


;>8U. There was no material change* m the constitution or jhn-xonnel of the 
department during the year. 

Tho four Sanitary Districts of the State were re-constituted into five and 
placed under the charge of separate Sanitary Officers. An additional Sanitary 
Officer was sanctioned for the outlying- taluk of Sbencottab, and the, office 
establishment- of the Sanitary Commissioner was strengthened. 

581. The system of collection and registration of vital statistics explained 
in para 513 of last year’s Report underwent no material change either in 
the rural or urban areas. The Viruthy holders on whom chiefly devolves the duty 
of collecting statistics do not appear to have worked satisfactorily, owing, in 
the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner, to the arrangements in regard to the 
grants of land not having been fully effected to satisfy the expectations of the 
grantees. The Revenue authorities had their attention drawn to the matter aud 
good progress was made in the proper settlement of the holdings before the close 
of the year. Referring to this and other draw-backs, the Sanitary Commissioner 
rightly observes: “ tlu-se arc minor defects incidental to the working of a new 

machinery and are bound to disappear in the fulness of time.” 

The proprietors of some of the Edavagais who were expected to make 
suitable arrangements for gathering information within their estates having 
failed or refused to do so, Government had, after much correspondence and 
consequent loss of time, to provide other agency. The statistics for hill tracts, 
coffee estates, jails and medical institutions and for the areas under-Town 
Improvement Committees are stated to have been duly collected and transmitted 
to the Sanitary Commissioner for incorporation in the general returns of the 
State. The thanks of Government are due to the Planters’ Associations for their 
assistance and co-operation. 

The Vaccinators and the Inspecting Officers of the department continued 
to check Vital Statistics Registers as in the previous year. No information has 
been, furnished as to the extent of scrutiny exercised by the Dewan Peishcars and 
Tahsildars in this direction during their inspection tours. 

532. The total number of births registered during tlie year was 46,975 against 
56,739 in 1071, showing an aggregate birth-rate of 18-47 per rnille of the census 
population of J891 against 22 31 in the year previous. Of the total number 0,044 
or 511 more than in 1071 were returned from the towns under Town Improve¬ 
ment Committees; but for want of accurate census figures showing the population 
of these towns, the ratio of births to urban population- cannot be correctly esti¬ 
mated. Tiie ratio per mill? of mole to female births is as 1,05*58 to 100 in the urban 
aud 108-47 to 100 in the rural areas against 108*61 to 100 and 109-48 to 100 
respectively in* 1073. The highest rate registered for the taluks was 30*67 per 
mille in Nevyattinkara and the lowest in Alangad and Parur, being 8*6l and 6'32 
respectively. 10 taluks show birth rates ranging between 20 and 30 and the rest 
between 10 and 20. The abnormal variations in the ratios exhibited by the 
differ?ut taluks are possibly due to imperfect registration. 



5:30. A toUt) of 08,180 death? was registered during the year against 40,640 
in the year previous. Of these 2,807 were reported from the Town Improvement 
Committees against 2,385 in 1071. Reckoned on the census population, the 
average death rate per mille is 35*01 against 10*53 in H>71. The ratio of male 
to female deaths in the urban areas is as 100: 133*81 against 100: 120*19 in the 
previous year, while in the rural areas the proportion was 100: 125*21 against. 
100: 120-68 in 1071. Taking the taluks separately Tovala exhibits the highest 
death-rate 26*65, while Kartikapalli and Parur show the lowest, the rates being 
8*49 and 8*58 respectively. In one of the proverthies iu the former taluk the 
Vital Statistics Registers are reported to have been neglected throughout the year. 
This is very unsatisfactory. Three taluks show death-rates between 20 and 30 
and 23 taluks between Id and 20. Two diagrams representing graphically the 
birth and death rates in each registration circle of tin* .State will be found 
in the Appendix. 

53-1. The total number of infantile deaths registered duriug the year was 1,873 
or 39*75 of the registered births. The taluk of Kunuatunnd shows the highest 
rate of iufantile mortality (67‘72) and Clmnganachery the lowest (1*87.) Among 
the towns Quilon stands first (130*72) and Nagercoil the last (lo - 90.) 

535. The foregoing figures show that there was a falling off in the number 
of birtli3 and deaths registered throughout the State except in the towns under 
Town Improvement Committees. This is partly due to the special circum¬ 
stances alluded to in para 531, but may possibly be the result of other causes 
as well. Similar fluctuations in the statistics of consecutive years arc observable 
in the. ’Madras "Presidency with reference to the total returns for the last 14 
years. 

536. Compounding- the birth and death returns we get a net increase of 8,775 
or 3*4 per mille of the census population against 2*79 per mille in 1071. 

Principal Diseases. 

537. Deaths from cholera were returned from every taluk and in all months 
of the vear under report. But the areas of greatest intensity were in North 
Travancore and not in the South as in the previous year. The disease is reported 
to have been imported from the adjoiniug Tinnevelly District where it was 
prevailing- in a more or less virulent form all the year round. While the scarcity 
and distress which prevailed in the Quilon and Kottayam .Divisions during the 
greater part of the year contributed to the development and spread of the 
disease in North Travancore, the special sanitary arrangements provided for the 
seaboard taluks and other precautionary measures adopted during the usual 
epidemic season and the comparative absence of scarcity in South Travancore 
probably account for the fall in the incidence and mortality in the southern taluks. 
The total number of deaths from cholera, according to the registration returns 
was 4,528 against 7,055 in 1071, which gives a death rate of 1*77 per niille on 
the total census population against 2*76 io the year previous. Calculated on the 
total mortality from all causes, deaths from cholera constitute 1.1*85 per cent 
against 14*2 in 3071. The taluks of Kanmagapally and Parur show the highest 
mortality uuder this head, the rates per mille of the census population being 5*21 
and 4*9fci respectively, and Trivandrum the lowest (*28 per mille). As already 
observed, the sea-hoard taluks of South Travancore—Eraniel, Kalculam, Vilavan- 
code and Xeyyattinkara—exhibit very low death rates as compared with the 
previous year. Prompt and energetic measures were adopted for^combating the 
scourge. The sanitary officers visited almost all the affected villages and en¬ 
deavoured to stem the progress of the disease by timely administration of medicines 
and pro'fnpt removal of all possible sources of dissemination. Special medical men 
were deputed to all important centres and oi her places where the disease prevailed 
in a virulent form. Cholera medicines and leaflets containing simple rules fon 
prevention and treatment were freely distributed through the Revenue, Police and 
Sanitary agencies, The Native Vydians in whom the rural population have much 
faith were largely employed in treating patients and distributing medicines. 






With reference to the remarks in para 617 of last year’s report regarding 
the peculiar susceptibility of South Travancore to cholera, the Sanitary Com¬ 
missioner repeats his former observations, supplementing them by others equally 
general. Fishermen live and carry on their industry more or less in the same 
manner and under like conditions, with some difference, perhaps, m respect of 
water-supply, in North as well as in South Travancorc. To trace out the real 
causes is, of course, yet a problem with the medical profession. 

Among the precautionary measures adopted during the year against the 
importation and spread of the disease may be mentioned 

(a) the provision of a temporary Conservancy establishment for the South 
Travancore beach. 

(i) the opening of medical inspection and detention sheds in some of the 
frontier stations, and 

(c) the disinfection of a large number' of wells with permanganate of 

potash. 

538. Deaths from small-pox were returned from 24 taluks against 22 in the 
previous year. The number of cases recorded was 80 against 137, giving a 
death-rate of "02 per mille of the census population against '05 in 1071 


Tile taluks of Tovala, Kartbigapally, Ohangamaeheri, Vaikam, Muvattujmzha, 
Todupuzha and Parur appear to have enjoyed perfect immunity from the disease, 
’ ’ ' 1 . r, honed on the total mortality from all causes, 


539. The total number of deaths from fevers registered during the year was 
9,463 against 12,510 in 1071, which gives a death rate of 872, against 4'92 in 
the previous year, per mille of the census population. Of the mortality from all 
causes fevers exhibit the highest percentage—2478. The accuracy of this ratio is 
questionable since the term ‘fever’ covers a multitude of complaints in the esti¬ 
mation of those responsible for the collection of vital statistics, both in the urban 
and rural areas. Nevertheless many of the so-called fevers should have been of 
malarious origin, as most of the cases appear to have been returned from the 
taluks adjoining the Ghauts. Tovala takes the lead iu fever mortality being 13-03 
per mille against 10-9 in 1071. Shencottah, Neduvangad and Todupuzha exhibit 
death-rates of 9-34, 8-08 and 7-44 per mille respectively. Parur was the least 
affected taluk (-49) 

540. The deaths recorded under these heads numbered 3,887 against 6,156 in 
1071. This gives a death rate of To per mille upon the census population against 
2-58 iu the previous year and a percentage of 10-18 on the total mortality from all 
causes against 12-48 in 1071. The taluks of Kottayatn, Shertalla. and Ambala- 
ptezha show the heaviest mortality under this head. 

541. The mortality under this head was 1,748 against 1,530 in 1071, giving a 
death rate of 68 per mille of the total census population against '60 in 1071 and 

iff previous on the total mortality from 


a percentage of 4-57 against 3-0S 


.3 against 6f 


542. The total number of deaths from wounds or aeci 
bites and attack of wild beasts registered during the vear, - 
1071, the rate per mille of the census population being n 
1071 (-25). The percentage of deaths under this head on the total mortajity was 
171. Under the head ■ suicides, females stand to males m the proportion 
of 3-2 to 1. 

543. The total number of deaths registered under this head was 17,821 against 
21,583 in 1071 or 46-67 per cent of the total mortality against 43'47 in 1071. 
A geographical map of disease distribution will be found in the appendix. 
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VACCINATIOX (1806-97.) 

.>44. During the year under report no changes were introduced in the 
administration and management of the vaccination department. The full 
complement of vaccinators sanctioned was entertained during the year and the 
inspecting agency was strengthened by the appointment of a taluk sanitary officer 
for Shencottah. The sub-joined table shows the strength of the- vaccination 
establishment under the different grades during the year with the pay of each 



Besides the above members of tbe department, vaccinations were as usual 
performed by the medical ’officers in charge of the State medical institutions. 

In pursuance of the arrangements made in the previous year to train conservancy 
overseers in vaccination, 32 out of 39 overseers were able to and did perform 
operations during the year. 

545. The following statement exhibits the total number of vaccine operations Op®™* 0 "- 
performed by all the agencies throughout the State during the last three years 
compared with 1071:— 






There was a general increase in the ninnbei 
ill the taluks except Tovala, Agastisvararn, She 
Hie continued falling off in Changonachei-y is not accounted ior. 
ncrease occurred in Muvattupuzha. The percentage of success w 
n-Kottayam (09 66); Kunnatnad (97-92), Muvattupuzha (93-16) 
90-65) coming next in order ; and the lowest in Alaugad (62*13). 


-accinations performed in 
id Changanachevy. 
The greatest 
the highest 


5-16. The total number of persous vaccinated under one year of age during 
the year was 5,641 against 2,628 or a little more than double that of 1071, the num¬ 
ber vaccinated above one and under six years being 34,343 against 31,053. The 
ratio of successful operations on infants was 1169 per cent of the registered births 
against 4-23 per cent in .071. The highest percentage is exhibited in the Parur 
taluk (50-16) and the lowest in Neyyattinkara (-32). Ettumanur in which there 
was not a single case of infant vaccination in 1071 shows signs of decided im¬ 
provement, the percentage of such vaccination during the year being 12-36. With 
regard to towns, Nagerooil continued to head the list with a percentage of 98*29, 
Qnilon, Kottayam and AUeppey exhibiting percentages of 78 75, 20-68 and 14*89 
against 12-77, 3*84 and 1'05 respectively in 1071. Thus all the towns except 
Trivandrum show an increase in the percentage of successful infantile vaccination. 


547. The Sanitary Commissioner urges the necessity for making vaccination 
compulsory in all the towns under Town Improvement Committees. It does not 
appear that except among the Numboodri Brahmins and some other classes who form 
but a microscopic minority of the urban population there is any serious senti¬ 
mental objection or noticeable opposition to vaccination on the part of the people, 
and with sufficient energy and tact the subordinates of the department would 
find no difficulty in persuading the indifferent many and the apparently hostile 
few to submit to the operation. The necessity for a compulsory provision of law 
is not therefore quite apparent and Government cannot be too chary in the matter 


548. The following statement compares the primary vaccinations performed 
according to sex and caste during the years 1071 and 1072 



549. Of the total number of vaccinations 1,45,443 were performed by males 
and 10,168 by females against 1,02,257 and 6,976 respectively in 1071. Of the 
operations performed by female vaccinators, 3125 or over 30 per cent were by 
Mariam. This is very creditable, The average number of vaccine operations 





performed by a vaccinator was 2,047, by a male vaccinator 2,220 and by a female 
vaccinator 1,271 against 1,720 and 995 respectively in 1071. 

Tbe number of operations performed by medical officers in charge of hospitals 
and dispensaries was 4,239 against 2,333 'in the year previous. Of these, 3,189 
or 75'2 per cent were successful against 67 3 in 1071. It is observed that out of 
the 4,239 operations, 1,332 were performed by Assistant Apothecary J. ilathan, 
whose work in the previous two years was equally good. In 18 medical institu¬ 
tions the number of operations performed during the year was less than 100, 
which shows that the medical officers, as a rule, take very little interest in the 
work. 

•550. Of the total number vaccinated during the year, 43,435 or 2r91 per cent 
were verified against 23-50 per cent in 1071. The percentage of verification, 

ar t Sanitary Officer does not appear to have verified a single case, while 
the Vaikam Sanitary Officer verified 13,248 cases. The percentage of successful 
cases to the total number verified varied from 4-0'21 in the Vaikam Sanitary Dis¬ 
trict to 86*25 in Padmanabhapuroiu. 

The variations are not explained, nor have any particulars been furnished as 
to how the cases verified were selected. It is not stated whether the Sanitary 
Commissioner personally verified any cases and with what result. 

ool. The Superintendent of the Vaccine Depot who had been deputed to uu- Vaccine 
dergo a course of training in calf vaccination at the Madras Vaccine Depdt returned Lymp1 '* 
and took charge of his duties towards the latter part of the year. The total 
number of calves inoculated in the Central and Sub-Depfits together was 458 and 
tbe quantity of glycerine paste prepared was 30,410 grains against 196 and 5,079 
grains respectively in 1071. * During the year the system of arm-to-arm vaccina¬ 
tion wa3 completely done away with throughout the State. 


The following statement shows the different kinds of lymph employed for 
vaccination during the year with the relative efficacy of each:— 
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Vaccination with humanised lymph continued to show the greatest percentage 
of success ri>:: —87*72 against 85*03 in U)7l, glycerine paste, calf lymph and tube 
lymph showing percentages of 83*34, 74 02 and 81*09 against 71*79, 85*71, and 
77*95 respectively in the year previous. Thusthere was an increase in the percent¬ 
age of success with glycerine paste and tube lymph, as compared with the results 


552. . The {Sanitary Commissioner was out on inspection duty for 106 days 
against 81 in 1071 ‘ and travelled 2,089 miles. All the taluks in the State with 
the exception of 4 wore visited in connection with sanitation and vital statis¬ 
tics; and the vaccination work m 31 stations was inspected during the year. 
The District Sanitary Officers spent on an average 220 days in camp against 224 
in the year previous. The Sanitary Commissioner appears to have distributed 

































The conservancy cavts employed by the contractors for the removal of 
rubbish being found unsuitable, 25 now ones were sanctioned. 


The selection of sites for slaughter houses, the provision of night-soil carts 
and appliances and of 100 dust bins, the lighting of ^ important roads, the im- 

roads and tho gravelling of a few others and the provision of new drains and 
culverts for certain roads wove among the other work a done during the year. 

the Committee. A set of* revised rules'for the market were framed by the com- 
nhttee and submitted to Government, and they were sanctioned in the current 
year. Tho number of stalls occupied was on an average 90 against 87 in 1071. 
The gros3 receipts consisting of collections from the stalls and the produce of the 
trees within the market premises amounted to Rs. 1204-14-8 against Rs. 1224-5-5 
in the previous year. Deducting Rs. 705-21-8, the cost of the establishment ami 
lighting charges, the earnings which stand to the credit of the market were 
Rs. 498-14-0 against Rs. 534-8-8 in 1071. 

569. The following are some of the measures of public utility sanctioned' and 
carried out diming the year under report. 

(a) A system of private scavenging was introduced in Alleppey as a tem¬ 
porary measure. . It is reported to be much appreciated by the public. 

(5) The operation of section 18 of the Regulation relating to the removal 
of inflammable roofs of buildings was extended to certain parts of ICobtayam; 
and notices were issued under the section in Quilon. 

(c) Sign-boards showing the rules regulating wheeled traffic were posted 
at the principal entrances at Kottayam and Nagercoil. 

(d) Additional lights and dustbins were provided for Quilon and Nager- 

coil. 

(a) Two public wells were sunk in Kottayam, bathing ghauts were con¬ 
structed and notice boards put up in Thimnakarai and Pnthukulam tanks. 

(f) An additional urinal was constructed and a site for another selected in 

Quilon. 

(y) A fish market and a public latrine having been sanctioned for Kottayam, 

(h) The improvement of the drainage system at Alleppey, the provision 
of a recreation ground for the use of the public and the boring of Artesian wells 
for providing good drinking water for the town engaged the attention of the 
Committee. No definite action was, however, taken during the year, 

570. The subjoined statement shows the number of prosecutions started under 
the Regulation with their results as compared with 1071:— 






mile there is a striking increase from 2 to 26 in the number of persons 
prosecuted in Kottayam, there is a perceptible fall m Nagereoil from 12 to u in 
the year under review. The variations are not explained. All the cases prose- 
cuted in Quilon and Kottavam ended in conviction. Tins is satisfactory showing 
the care used by the committee in ordering' prosecution- llie results shown by 
the Trivandrum Committee, though better than lost year’s, still oall for improve¬ 
ment. Nagercoil and AUeppey have considerably fallen in this respect. 

571. Tlio following statement compares the expenditure on account of the 
several Committees during the last 2 years.:— 



572. Government 
by the Presidents and 
advancing -- 


_ the interest and earnestness displayed 

official and non-official, of the Committees in 
health, sanitation, and comfort of the towns in their charge. 


MEDICAL RELIEF (1866-97.) 

573. In submitting his report on the working of the Medical Department for 
1072, the Durbar Physician seems to have adoptod as far as possible the.forms 
used in'regard to the Madras hospitals, to permit of easy comparison with those 
institutions. 

The necessary changes in the various forms of record-keeping and of period¬ 
ical returns were also introduced during the year. 

574. The supply of European medicines, instruments and appliances was 
obtained as usual from Messrs. Ferris and Co. of Bristol. There was great 
demand for quinine, owing to the prevalence of fever throughout the State during 
the year, and the additional quantity required was obtained from the Madras 
Government and from Messrs. Treacher and Co., Bombay. Several instruments, 
which could not be repaired in Tndia, were sent to Messrs. Ferris and Co. for 
repair. 

No information is given in the Durbar Physician’s report of the extent to 
which indigenous drugs Were used in the medical institutions. The omission 
should be supplied in future reports. 

To carry out the scheme, adverted to ill para 574 of the report for 1071, for 
the sale of quinine and chlorodyne to the public, a special supply of quinine and of 
ingredients for*making chlorodyne was obtained from England.' 

The quinine packets are made up and labelled at the Reformatory by the 
boys of that institution and the chlorodyne is manufactured* in the 'General 
Medical Stores. . 

The sale is effected through the Anchal department, a supply being always 
kept at each Anclial office throughout the State. Quinine is put up in powders 
of 5 grains each, each powder being sold.at 8 cash, and packets of 12 powders at 








Two dispensaries were opened (hiring the year, one at, Pallode and the second 
at Pachipara, the latter being for the special benefit of the D. P. W. coolies on the 
Kotayar Project Works. All the expenses of this institution are charged to the 
.Public Works Department. 

in view to better distinguish hospitals from dispensaries, it was ruled during 
the rear that, all institutions in which acconniiodation for in-patients is provided 
and'for which diets are sanctioned permanently are hospitals and those without, such 
accommodation and diets, dispensaries. Under this riding the- dispensaries at- 
Pnrnr, Lalam, Todupuzlunmd 'J'iriirella were converted into hospitals. 

The Durbar Physician is empowered to sanction diets for dispensaries tem¬ 
porarily where such is necessary when Police or other cases have to be specially 
admitted. 

A weekly dispensary mu opened at. Talavadi, a Iri-weokly one at Uttuiuunur 
and a third was sanctioned for Erattupettali. it is proposed to provide special 
accommodation for these dispensaries and the Chief Engineer has been asked to 
submit, a type design for dispensary buildings. 

The weekly dispensary at Kayangulam was changed into a bi-weekly one. 

Grants were given under the new rules to the Mission Hospital at Neyyoor, and 
the Planters’ Medical Institution at Ponmudi, both being thus brought to some 
extent under the control and supervision of the Medical Depart,incut of the State. 

The abolition of the old Taikad hospital has been sanctioned. It, is, however, 
kept open until the incurables who are accommodated in it for the present are 
shifted to the special building proposed to be constructed for them. 

Excluding the special institutions, such as the Lunatic and Leper Asylums, 

' the Central Jail Hospital and the Maternity Hospitals at head-quarters and Quilon, 
there, were in the year 1 22 hospitals and 19 dispensaries or 41 institutions in all in 
■ the State against lie in the previous year. 

Talcing the number of institutions in relation to area and population, there 
was one hospital for every-161 square miles and for every 62,686 of population, a 
considerable advance on the figures for the previous year. The ratio per mille- of 
population was ’016 which compares favourably with the ratio tor t.ho Madras 
Presidency which was’014 iu 1896. 

Besides the Government hospitals and dispensaries above referred to, there 
were under the grant-ui-aid system, both Europeon and Native, 10 institutions vide 
paras 6,16 and 6,17. Thus m the whole State there were 77 institutions tn relation 
t,o area and population there was one institution tor every 87'4-0 square miles and 
tor every-68,217 of population. 

Bull,lings. o78. The aggregate expenditure during the year on hospital buildings m 

repairs, original works &c. amounted to Its: b0,804. Gome of the principal items 
are shown below :— 

Oerbmn additional works l<jr llio Asylum . ! >)(g 



Slick* subjoined statement shows in one view the number of medical 

*“ ' institutions, the provision of beds for the accommodation of in-patients, the number 
treated m each institution both as m- and out-patients, the results, the ratio of 








The total number of beds available in all the institutions ivas 869 ; the daily 
average under treatment was about 535. In some of the larger institutions like 
the General Hoepilal and the Taikad Hospital at the capital the daily average of 
in-patients slightly exceeded the accommodation available. 

10,920 m and 3,22,279 out-patients were treated in the year as compared with 
9,826 and 2,71,577 respectively in 1071. The increase in the in-patients is attri- 
buted partlv to the additional accommodation provided by the conversion of tour 
dispensaries"into hospitals and partly to tho additional diets sanctioned during the 
year for some of the more important institutions. 

580. The following table compares the total number treated in each institution 
in the years 1071 and 1072 




The largest increase was at Alii 
sician “ chiefly due to the appreemti 
Officer.” Excluding the Jail Hospi: 
greatest decline was at Thodupuzlia 
The Medical Officer at Thodupuzha 
which if at all should produce the of 
reported to have been due to the nht 


at Pachippara, The Government 
planters’ hospitals, and the number 1 
In Muvattupuzlia and Colachel 
than in the pi-evious year. 

10,325 persons were treated 1 
treated by the Medical Department, 
relief in the State was 3,43,524. 

581. In-patients. The total mu 
stated 10,920. Of these 62-06 per e 
otherwise, and 5-04 died. 

Mortality among in-paUenlt. 5 
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586. The following table shows the result of the working of the department 
and the expenditure incurred as compared with the previous year. 



The charge to Government for each patient treated was 19 chuckrums against 
20 chuckrums in the year before. 








The following statement gives the classes of patients treated 

Eurasians ... ... 3,410 

Hindus ... ... 106,714 

.Mussulmans ... ... 10,090 

Other classes ... ... 177,365 

Information not. available ... 25,991 

Total .3,33,19!) 

he following is the distribution of patients treated according to se: 
Men ... ... ... 164,087 

Women... ... ... 80,120 




(3,199 


) been available for a large number of 
id sex. It is hard to understand how the 
itered in the registers for such a large 
' ' honld bo -- 


directed to 


Information does not seem to 
patients with reference to their olassi 
required particulars were omitted to 1 
number. Medical officers in charge 
attention to the proper recordation of these particulars. 

id in the number of patients treated and operations per- 
i is satisfactory. The Durbar Physician bears excellent 
: working of the hospital under the immediate charge of 
len M. D. He remarks “ The re-organization and placing 

__ e immediate charge of Assistant Surgeon Poonen a. I. 

has bqen followed by very good results. The,hospital is now worked on a regular 
system and has a special staff permanently attached, including a resident Assistant 
Apothecary. Dr. Poonen has token a good deal of trouble to work up the insti¬ 
tution and very good results have been obtained for which Dr. Poonen deserves 


it Surgeon E. 


589. 


a- of the year under review, a 


a Dispensary in the former Vaccine Depot. An tipper-storied building on the 
premises of the General Hospital occupied by the Sanitary Commissioner’s office 
was vacated, and converted into a hospital towards the close of the year. Both the 
buildings were added to and fitted up at considerable cost. A complete supply of 
medicines and instruments was provided and the institution equipped with every 
requisite. 6,343 cases were treated in the year, almost all in the dispensary. This is 
very satisfactory, and shows that female medical aid is greatly appreciated. It has 
been resolved to admit all classes of cases in the institution, including those of 
maternity—the latter to be confined to • women of the higher classes and of good 
social position. 

Additional sheds have been provided to accommodate the latter cases. Infec¬ 
tious diseases such as cholera and small-pox are excluded. 

The following shows the classes of patients treated :— 


590. ' In connection with this institution it may be interesting to note that t.h 
are at present five young ladies studying in the Madras Medical College urn 

the D.ufierin Fund, and one as a special scholar. One young lady—a 'Erav 
core Dufferin-Fund scholar—passed the L. M. & S. in the year umler report, but. 
not elect to serve in Travancore. 









CHAPTEU y 


« P^rfon 


is attributed to the ve-ovgnnisaticm of 
■manont staff of imdwives. 

WHS transform! temporarily to a 
is, until a near building is provided. IS 

..tlis was 3-8S of tlio total 

flio year, and only one ease 

f,92. As stated in para 559 of tlio report for 107.1., the fourth batch of pupil 
mid-wives, 5 in number, passed their final examination at tlio beginning of the year 
under review, and were entertained in the department. A new class consisting of 
8 Government students on scholarships of Bs. 10 each and 2 private pupils has 

II formed. Buies have been framed laying down the standard ot general edu- 

class.* A knowledge of English is essential. 

598. 288 in-patients and 254 out-patients were treated, compared with 242 and 

341 respectively in the previous year. Of the number treated, 270 were lying-in 
eases and 272 gynocological against. 316 and 207 in 1071. Tlio decrease was in 
the lying-in cases. 

594 21 midwives remained at the close of the previous year; these, to¬ 
gether with the five pupils also passed out of tlio Victoria Jubilee School during the 
year, brought up the strength to 26. Of these, one died, one resigned, and one was 
absent throughout the year. Of the remaining 23 excluding those attached to the 
Maternity at Trivandrum and the ( Jnbilee Hospital at Quilon, 17 were working in 
the several hospitals and dispensaries in the State. 432 cases were attended by 
them as compared with 354 in 1071. Each midwife attended on an average 25'4 



The increase was greatest at Alleppev. No reason is assigned for the consider¬ 
able decline irt the work done by the midwife at Clianganchery. Though the 
number of cases attended by the midwives is in advance of the previous year, still 
better results seem possible and are certainly desirable. 












The sale proceeds of the garden amounted to h*. 70-17 chs. during the year 
against Rs. 77 in the year before. The working inmates were employed mostly 
in cleaning the compound and drawing water. 

u07. The average strength of sick was 4*0 against 7'S in 1.071. Most of the 
admissions were for “ Bright’s Disease.” 2S deaths occurred. 

10 from Bright’s Disease 
6 „ Cholera 

2 „ Dysentery 

2 „ Debility 

I „ Organic disease of the heart 

1 Phthisis 

2 „ Diarrhoea 

1 „ Enteritis 

l „ Metritis 

l „ Ancemia 

1 „ Fracture of skull. 


008. As already stated in para. 577 the Leper Asylum at Oolumpani was opened 
in the year under report. The- lepers in the State had hitherto been accommodated 
in the Oliantv or Taikad hospital, an old institution in the heart of the town. 77 
lepers were transferred to the new asylum on the 18th Kartigay. With new 
admissions the strength rose to 1.58. 53 patients were discharged during the year, 

50 males and 13 females. Of these, 32 are reported to have shown marked im¬ 
provement in their general condition and health under treatment and the liberal 
diets allowed them. 

509. Divided according to caste and creed, 

■55 were Hindiis 

52 Other classes 


510. HI of the patients were males, and 27 females. * 

611. The following shows the previous occupation of the patients admitted 
do the Asylum.:— 

Baker. 

Bazaarraen 
Beggars 

Constables ■ 

Cooks 
Coolies 
Cultivators 
Dyers 
Fishermen 

Horse keepers ... 

“ Agricultural Labourers 




The largest number of admisssions was from the agricultural cooly class and 

(>12, The gToatest number of admissions ranged between the ages of 20 and 40. as*. 

(313. The division of the disease into tubercular, anasthcetic and mixed isadop- 
ted in the Asylum. Divided thus, the patients numbered 13, 77 and 78 respect- ° pros7 ‘ 
ively under the three heads. 

614. As far as could be ascertained from the previous histories of the patients, 
the majority seem to have contracted the disease from immoral lives, some by here- 

filo. There were no criminal lepersin fl» institution, convicts suffering from comma! 
the disease being kept in the Central Jail, isolated from the rest of the inmates. p " r kt ~ 
One of the patients was subject to insanity (Melancholia). 

GIG. The male wards were all full towards the end of the year. Government Aaamiooja- 
have sanctioned the construction of an additional ward, and the work is in progress. 0 
There was accommodation towards the end of the year for 1 06 patients, and the 
largest number confined on any one day was 101. 

The following a.re the existing buildings:— 

(1) 4 permanent wards (3 for males and 1 for females) holding 24 beds 
each, and a temporary shed for Pulayas to accommodate 10 beds. 

.(2) Two cook-rooms one for Eurasians and Native Christians and the other 
for all classes. 

(3) An ulcer washing and a bathing shed. 

(4) Two buildings for the use of the head and other warders, with, out - 
houses attached. These are not occupied owing to the proximity to the wards. 

(5) A dead house and jmt, mmim room. 

(6) Contractor’s godown. 

(7) Office. 

(8) . Apothecary’s quarters. 

each a portable latrine. The dry-earth system is in use. * ' 

618. Every attention is paid towards the bathing, food, clothing and exercise jj y . 
of the patients. 

619. The patients are reported to be at present without any occupation. They 
are made to do some work in keeping the wards and'premises clean and tidy—with ’""'p 
mncli reluctance, however, on their part. It is proposed to introduce gardening 

as a light occupation. ’ 

620. Those who are able to read,, occupy themselves with secular and religious 
readings and newspapers, when they could get them. 

621. - The chief diseases treated ware diarrhoea, dysentery, debility, malaria) 

fever Ac. ' 

622. 8 deaths occurred in the Asylum during the year from rheumatic affec- if oh cm. 
tions, diarrhoea, malarial fever &c. 

623. Rice is the staple food of the inmates and is served thrice a day: rood. 

1st—in the morning—as conjee with two vegetable curries. 










hospitals, the opening of 2 weekly and bi-weekly dispensaries, the improvement in 
the diet scale at head-quarters and out-stations, and the re-organization of the sub¬ 
ordinate establishment. Of this amount Rs. 1,06,291 or 46*8 per cent was expended 
on salaries to Medical Officers and the inferior establishment, Bs 48,397 or 2T3 
per cent on European and country medicines, Rs. 39,902 or 17*5 per cent on diet¬ 
ing audits. 82,334 or 14 - 2 per cent on bedding and clothing, allowances, bntta and 
mileage, contingencies &c. 

Tlie average cost per diet was chs. 3 cash 13 aud the average cost of medicine 
per patient was cli. 1 cash 4 against ch. 1 cash 7 in 1071. The difference in the 
latter is most probably due to more accurate calculation and to a more favorable 
rate of exchange. 

634. It is gratifying to observe that the operations of the department have 
expanded considerably during the year under review. 

635. The Planters’ Hospital at Ponmndi and the London Mission Hospital at 
Neyyoor were brought under the new grant-in-aid system and given the maximum 
grant of Rs. 100 per mensem each. The old aided institutions continued to receive 

The following is a statement of the institutions that received Government aid 
during the year and the amount of grant and the number treated in each:— 
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636. The system of grants-in-aid to Vydia Salas referred to in para 578 of last 
year’s report was improved and extended during the year under review. Rules were 
passed prescribing the conditions of the grants and the duties and responsibilities 
of the persons securing such grants. Applications for grants are generally re¬ 
ferred to a committee of two leading native physicians for report as to the quali¬ 
fications of the applicants. The opinion of the local revenue officer is also obtained 
regarding the general character, the nature and extent of practice, of the applicants. 
An honorarium of Rs. 85 each per mensem is paid to two native gentlemen who 
are proficients • in ■ the science of native medicine and whose duty is to advise 
Government on professional and other important points connected with the Vydia 
Salas. The native medical school which was established at the capital some, years 
ago lias been improved and strengthened and grants are generally given to those 
who pass out of the school. 

637. The number of Vydians to whom grants were given during the year was 
28 and the amount of grant ivas Rs. 393 per mensem. The aggregate expenditure 
including grants, salaries and honoraria amounted to Rs. 6,354. The number of 
patients treated during the year was 36,930 of whom 32,637 are said to have been 
discharged^ cured. The cost per patient was chs. 8 cash 13. 







646. During this period, schools li 
31'5 per cent, while the number ol sc] 
■i r. b T 407 per cent. 

It will also be noted that dnri 


number by 20 and in 
793 and in strength by 
712 and m strength by 


t ngtl 
84 
1,364. 


l'f 



♦ The increase in Government schools has been due to the opening of 14 
Vernacular schools tor girls. 4- Vernacular schools tor boys, 1 English Primary 
school ana 1 Second Grade College tor girls. The increase m strength of the 
Government schools has been chiefly among the Primary Vernacular schools.' 

647. The considerable decrease m the number of aided institutions is due 
entirely to the withdrawal on December 11th 1890, of all grants under the former 
Grant-in-aid Buies. In all 1,232 schools were thus affected. Under the provisions 
of tlie Grant-in-aid Code 1070 however, 472 schools were receiving grants at. the 
end of the year. From this first year’s experience of the working of the new Rules 
and Code, it is evident that the number receiving instruction in schools aided by 
Government will very soon reach its former figure. In fact it is expected that by 
tlie end of the current year the number will have reached nearly 50,000, which is 
not far short of the number at the end of 1071. 

. 648. There has of course been a considerable increase in the ftumbet and 

strength of private unaided institutions due to the schools formerly aided being 
mostly transferred to the unaided list. It is evident that, some (about 80) schools 
have disappeared—a result which is not to be altogether regretted as these were 
almost wholly institutions of the lowest grade, which being badly taught and man¬ 
aged have been altogether unable to comply with the requirements Qf the Granfc-m- 


649. It will be noticed from the above table that 25 per cent of the total 
number of pupils receive instruction in Government institutions, 16 6 in aided and 
58-3 in private unaided institutions* * . 


















EDUCATIONAL 


It will be observed that there is an Arts College in each of the large towns of 
Nagercoil, Trivandrum and Kottayam; an English High school at every impor¬ 
tant centre of population ; an English school of at least the Middle grade in each 
taluk except Pattanapuram, Kunnattur, and Thodnpuzha. Vernacular High schools 
are as vet limited in uumbers, but all taluks except Tliovalay and Pattanapuram 
have at least one Middle school. Primary Vernacrflar schools, as stated in previous 
Reports, are now established in every provertliy; indeed there are few localities 
which are now absolutely unprovided in the matter of primary education. 

C52. The above table when compared with that corresponding to it in the 
previous year’s Report shews what changes took place in the number and strength 
of schools of different grades in the various taluks of the State. Among Colleges 
and English schools there were few changes of moment, such institutions being as 
a rule much more stable than Vernacular schools. 

Among Vernacular Middle schools, a large number have this year been return¬ 
ed as Primary schools; more especially has this been the case in the Southern 
Range. The reason is that schools which were aided under the former rules fre¬ 
quently had a few pupils who, nominally, read in what is now known as classes 
III and TV. WhemsuOT-Tsciiools received aid under the Code of 1070, stricter 
classification was insisted upon; classes III and IV are only allowed now when 
there are sufficient teachers on the stall to give the necessary instruction. As a 
result, most schools of the kind are now regarded as Primary. It will be the 
object of Government to assist as far as possible in the raising of the standard of 
the best of such schools in order to decentralise higher instruction and thereby 
lessen the pressure on the Government Middle schools. 

Among Primary Vernacular schools there has been a considerable increase in 
the Central and Southern Ranges while in the Northern Range, there has been a 
corresponding diminution. In the former case, the increase is due, partly to the 
inclusion of schools formerly classed as Middle schools, and partly to the opening 
of new private institutions. In the Northern Range and in one or two taluks of 
the Central Range, the continuous rain and floods which occurred towards the end 
of the year led not only to a diminished attendance and the closing of the school 
in many cases, but also to the actual destruction of many school buildings in the 
low-lying lands adjoining the back-waters. The consequent vise in the price of 
food also led to the withdrawal of many pupils from schools in this Range. 
To such an extent did such causes affect attendance in the schools that Govern¬ 
ment had to consider the advisability of temporarily abolishing fees in Government 
schools. It is hoped that the current year will sec the revival of many schools 
which thus suffered during last year. 


(553. The next table gives the number of sohools and scholars 
the State. 


;h taluk 




As regards the uumoer ot schools ls> mlvucs shewed an increase, 1 was station¬ 
ary anu T.ne remainder stieweu a decrease, as already referred to. the decrease 
was most serious in the Northern Range excepting those taluks which did not 
suffer from excessive rain and heavy floods. As regards the total strength of the 
schools, it rose in 20 taluks and fell in the remaining 11. Of those .11, 8 were in 
the Northern Range. On the whole the number of schools rose by 34 in the South¬ 
ern and 10 in the Central, while in the Northern Range it fell by 105. The number 
of scholars increased by 1,462 in the Southern and 5,510 in the Central Range and 
fell by 3,134 in the Northern Range. The taluks shewing the largest increase 
are Trivandrum and Quilon. It is satisfactory to note that in spite of the smaller 
number of schools in several taluks, their total strength has risen, resulting in the 
extinction of petty schools and the strengthening of the more important ones. 



the population 
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The above table shews that during the past five years the number of jjirls 
under instruction has increased at a greater rate than that of boys, and that it is 
now 50 per cent greater than it was five years ago. 

658. The distz-ibution of female pupils among the various classes of English 
and Vernacular schools is shown in the following table, a comparison being made 
with the figures for the previous year. 
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Christians. Among girls, the numbers of Europeans, Lauiii Brahmins, K.sluitriyas, 
Malayali Sudras, Pandy Sudras, Elavaw, Channavs, Parayas, Vodurs, Kaimies, other 
Hindus and Syrian Christians have increased while tho others have decreased. 


063. The tabulation given uboue has only b< 
of little use in determining the progress, dur 
the different sections of the communities. In o 
page 140 of tlie Administration Report for LOt> 
in fclie above paragraph. The subjoined sta 
comparison:— 



with that given 
results of this 



It may be noted that the greatest proportionate increase is among Moham¬ 
medans. Theie has also been a very considerable increaso among the sections 
classed as “other Hindus,” and including, chiefly, the lower or educationally back¬ 
ward classes. This is largely due to the efforts which have, in recent years, been, 
made to extend education among these classes. The comparative smallness of the 
rate of increase among Christians may, at first sight, seem surprising,-but a re¬ 
ference to § 6l0 of last year’s Report will furnish an explanation. It was there 
shewn that among the Christian population there have ahvays been greater edu¬ 
cational facilities and that advantage has been very largely taken of these. In conse¬ 
quence them is less room for expansion, since one half, roughly speaking, of the 
boys of school-going age are already at school. , 




y to the population of school-go- 
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665. It may be observed by a comparison of the above with the corresponding 
return in last year’s Report, that the number of Eurasians in English Schools has 
fallen considerably. Tins is believed to be clue to a large number of Eurasians in 
one of the Trivandrum High Schools having been returned as Roman Catholics. 
Tamil Brahmins have increased m Colleges and Ensrhsh Schools and have boon 
practically stationary m Vernacular Schools. It is noticeable that nearly three fourths 
of the pupils belonging to tins community are m attendance m Government Schools. 
A« noted already thonumber ot Mfl3avali Brahmins under instruction has risen. Du¬ 
ring the year, one of tins class passed the B. A. degree, the first instance ot tne kind. 
A« a class, tliev nave hitherto been averse to English education, but oi recent years, 
the number attending English Schools has been rising- steadily. During the year, 
’t rose from 29 to 45. There was also a very fan* increase among the numbers of 
this class in attendance on Vernacular Schools. Kshatnvas have pist maintained 
their former representation in Colleges and English Schools, but have increased, 
considerably m Vernacular Schools. The number of Malayali Sndras lias increased, 
while that of Pandy budras has been nearly stationary, in all the three classes of 
institutions- 'die number ot Konkani Brahmins is tabulated this year for the first 
time- Among Eluvas there has been an inoi-oa.se of oO m the attendance at English 
Schools, while m Vernacular Schools the number has fallen. This latter result is 
due to the closing of several Elava Schools in the Northern Range during, the floods 
prevalent at the end of the year. Channars lmvo remained, nearly stationary in 
English Schools but have increased considerably in Vernacular Schools. The same 
is true of Pamyas. The other backward classes, who arc almost entirely confined, 
to Vernacular Schools have decreased Other Hindus are very nearly m the same 
position as last year. The number of Mohammedans has increased in English, and 
decreased slightly in Vernacular, Schools. The representation of Syrian Christians 
•has increased considerably in all classes of institutions. Roman Catholics shew in¬ 
creased strength in English Schools while Protestants in attendance at Colleges and 
Vernacular Schools are fewer. 


666. It may also be of interest to note what portion of the total pupils belonging 
to a given section are receiving an English Education. Excluding Eurasians and 
Europeans whose mother tongue is English, the lead in this direction is taken by 
Tamil Brahmins, since 38 per cent of the pupils of this class are studying English. 
Next corao Kshatriyas with 26 per cent, Protestant Christians 20 per cent, while 
others are all below 10 per cent. 



From the above tablo it appears that the proportionate representation of the 
various occupations tabulated remains substantially as in the previous year. 


668. The pupils belonging to each class are distributed among the various 
grades of institutions in the manner indicated in the following tabic. 
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ihe expenditure on salaries and contingencies and grants-m-aid amounted to 
Rs. 3,44,741-7-8 being Rs. 11,376-12-7 more than in the previous year. The 
income from fees &c., amounted to Es. 76,588-23-10, being Es. 5,042-25-12 more 
than in, the previous year. The expenditure on buildings, furniture and repairs 
was Es- 49,326. The total cost to Government on account of education was there¬ 
fore Rs. 3,17,478-11-14, being Es. 19,632-3-7 in excess of the previous year’s 
figure. 

670. Operations under the Grant-in-aid Code. Previous Reports have detailed 
' the nature and scope of the Grant-in-aid Code 1070. One of its chief provisions 

was the continuance for two years of all grants in force on the date of its introduc¬ 
tion (11th December 1894). This period expired during the year uow under 
review, and in consequence, all grants under the former system were withdrawn. 

671. During the year, maintenance grants under the 1070 Code were given 
to 411 schools and 6 .schools received special grants. This result of the 
first effectual working of the 1070 Code may be regarded as satisfactory. It 
shows that the conditions laid down in the Code are of a kind practically 
workable, inasmuch as within eight months of its final introduction, more 
than one third of the schools formerly aided have been iu a position to benefit by 
its provisions. A larger number of grants might have been sanctioned before 
the close of the year, but for the very heavy inspection and clerical work which 
the process of sanction entails upon the officers concerned. 

In several cases it was considered advisable to relax the stringency of the 
Code, but in all instances this was done without the sacrifice of any principle. For 
example, in the matter of buildings and accommodation, grants were temporarily 
sanctioned .in those cases where managers had already begun to make the required 
improvements. In the case of schools for backward classes or in backward districts, 

minimum strength requisite for a grant- The chief point upon which Government 
continued to insist was the rule relating to the qualification of teachers. On this 
question. Government are not prepared to make any modification of the conditions 
laid down in the rules. It is believed that the operation of this rule has had very 
considerable influence in compelling managers to improve the qualification of their 
teachers, and Government are glad to learn that recently the London Missionary 





1)73 Of the grants sanctioned during tlie year, '128 were to schools tor backward 
classes, ana of these 101 were under the management of the missionary agencies. 
Schools of tins class were given grants at tlie rate of three fourths the salary of 
the teachers and the total amount of these grants at tlie end of the year was 
Jfe. 7801 per mensem. 

674 Heference was made in last Report (§ 620) to the provision of the Code 
allowing the recognition of teachers, formerly employed-in aided schools, as quali¬ 
fied to.earn salary grants under the Code of 1070. 'During the year under review 
a very large number of applications for recognition were received and after exami¬ 
nation 1071 teachers were passed. 

075. Daring the year several of the measures indicated in § 026 of last year’s 
Report were introduced. More might have been done in the directions there 
indicated, had it not been for the exceptionable pressure on the inspecting 
staff, in connection with the investigation of each application for aid to a school 
or for the recognition of a teacher. Very largely, therefore, tlio departmental 
officers were engaged in completing work already begun, rather than initiating 
new schemes. A few schools were opened during the year in various localities 
whose needs had not as yet been fully supplied. An English School for Shortallay 
taluk was opened, and another for Minaohil taluk was being prepared for opening 
at the beginning of tlie current year. 

At the request of Government the Chief Engineer has prepared standard 
plans for school buildings which will considerably facilitate the work of providing 
greater accommodation in Government Schools. 

The scale of salaries for all employes of the Educational Department was 
completely revised during the year-. In the scale of pay since introduced each 
particular post requires certain defined qualifications on the part of the person 
lidding it, and to it a certain pay is attached. Where the possibility of promotion 
is necessarily small, as in English Schools, increments, are given; but where it is 
comparatively greater, it can only be obtained by higher appointment. The intro¬ 
duction of a graded service list, which will regulate promotion so far as seniority.is 
concerned will follow most probably during tlie current year. 

During the year four graduates were sent to Madras to study for the degree 
of L. T. at. the Teacher’s College. One was compelled to leave owing to ill-health. 

It was stated in § 593 of last year’s Report that Government had under con¬ 
sideration a seneme whereby the administrative system 6f education might he 
brought into closer touch, with the public, so that the educational interests and re¬ 
quirements of specified districts might receive due attention. During tjie year un¬ 
der review, Government carried this scheme into effect by the institution of-Ednca- 
tional Boards appointed for, particular localitiea*or district*.. Each Board is esta¬ 
blished for a certain proverthy or number of proverthies, and consists of at least five 
members, ‘all nominated by Government. As far as practicable the various sections 
of the community are represented. The only restrictions upon eligibility for member¬ 
ship arc that members must reside within tlie prescribed area and must not be in- 
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fcerested, financially or 15tl1erwi.se, in any school, whether as manager, correspondent 
or teacher. Educational Boards in their collective capacity, however, may, with 
the permission of Government, undertake the management of schools. Mn nearly 
•every instance, the nominated members are non-officials: and the only official ele¬ 
ment consists oi the Inspector of Schools of the Range, and the Assistant li^spectop 
of the District, within winch the Board is established. Educational Boards hpe ex¬ 
pected to supply information regarding tlie state and needs of education Withm 
their districts, more especially with a view to ascertain how tar existing schools, 
satisfy the local demand. They are also empowered to visit any Government or aid¬ 
ed school within then* district, and submit to the authority concerned any repres¬ 
entation they consider necessary regarding the efficiency of teaching, discipline, or ' 
management of such schools. 

Up to the close oi the year Boards had been established tor tour districts, out 
«i£ they were all started pist at the close of the year. if. is not possible to give anv 
record of the work done by them. Government hope that this auxiliary means of 
furthering the interests and of improving the efficiency and usefulness of education, 
will meet with success. 

Other changes or improvements referred to m ^ 62b of last year s Report, and 
introduced during the year, will be noticed in their respective places in the sub.se- 
<jent sections of this chapter. 

Controlling Agencies. 

676. During the year, the three Inspectors of Schools were transferred ; Mi*. 

P. Aiyappen Pillai from the Central to the Northern Range; Mr. C. Krishna Pillai 
from the Northern to the Southern, and Mr. P. Ramaswainy Iven from the Southern 
to the Central Range. 

There was no change in the staff of Assistant Inspectors; but among the Sub- 
assistant Inspectors there wore a few transfers, the pt'-rsomid remaining the same. 

677. The following is a statement shewing *fche work done by the inspecting* 
staff during the year. 




ISO j CHAPTKE VIL 

Mr. 0. /Krishna Pillai inspected the largest number of schools and made the 
largest nurc/ber of visits of inspection. Mr. Aiyappen Pillai was on circuit for the 
greatest, &4.d Mr. Ramaswamy Iyen for the least, number of days. In some respects 
the actugu circuit work of the Inspectors was better than that of the previous year. 
On the .'whole a larger number of schools were inspected, and a larger number 
of visits of inspection were made. The length of time spent cm circuit and the 
mileage travelled were slightly less. 

/ Judging from the diaries of the Assistant Inspectors, the character of the work 
done was distinctly better than hitherto. 


078. The number of Arts Colleges r« 
year, viz. 4, and the total strength was 215 
institution, the Holy Angel’s Convent Collegi 
the College department attached to His H 
for Girls, was opened during the year. 


mined the same as in the previous 
s compared with 223 in 1071. One 
Trivandrum was closed, while another, 
jhness the Malm Rajah’s High school 


679. Arts Collages, Gornament. The strength of H. H. Malm Rajah’s College, 
Trivandrum, decreased slightly, from 143 to 133, during the year. The average 
attendance was much better than in 1071, being 90*3 as compared with 85 per 
cent. The only change in the staff was that due to the lamented death of Rao 
Bahadur P. Sundrara Pillay, Professor of Philosophy. Mr. S. Subrahmony 
Sastri M. a. acted as Lecturer "in Philosophy until the end of the year. 


Per the F. A. examination held in December 1890, 22 candidates appeared 
and 9 passed, a proportion of 41 per cent, as compared with an average of 29-5 
per cent for the whole Presidency. 


For the English Language .Branch of the B. A. Degree Examination, 
34 candidates appeared of whom 25 were successful, 1 being in the first, 8 in the 
second, and 16 in the third class. The proportion -of passes wns 73*5 per cent, the 
highest figure for any College in the Presidency. 


In the Vernacular Language Branch 30 candidates appeared and 29 passed. 


In the Optional subjects, the results were also good. In Branch I (Matbe- 

Branch II. (Chemistry), 30 appeared and 17 passed, 10 being in the second 
and 7 in the third class. ‘For Branch TV (Philosophy), 16 appeared and 12 passed; 
2 in the first, 9 in the second, and 1 in the third class. 


The College Council held four meeting's during the year. The societies 
connected with the institution continued tojvork satisfactorily. The Cullen scholar¬ 
ships were awarded to J. 0. Chalcko, and E. Subrarnony Iyer, the Victoria Jubilee 
scholarship to K. Renga Xyen, and the Sirkar Scholarships to A. T. Ummen and 
G. Rama Menon. The Ross Gold Medal was awarded bo V. S. Subrahmony Iyer, 
and the Harvey Memorial Prize to K. Parameswaren Pillai. The Arni Gold Medal 
of the University was won by M. Subrahmony Iyer. 

The expenditure on salaries, contingencies &e. amounted to Rs. 43,284.— 
9—4; and the fee income to Rs. 6527—22—0. The net cost to Government was 
thus Rs. 36756^-15—t, being Rs. 143—11—4 less than the previous year, and 
at the rate of Rs. 26(5—9—14 per student (on average attendance of 138) per 


680. Arts Colleges, Frit:ate. The strength of the Nagercoil Christian College 
remained the same as in 1071 viz. 19. 5 candidates appeared for the E. A. exami¬ 

nation, and 3 passed. The strength-of the C. M. S. College, Kottayam, rose from 
•56, to 60. Of the 16 candidates who appeared .for .the, E. A. examination, 12 passed. 













689. Kottar Higli School decreased slightly in strength dining the year, the 
numbers having fallen from 380 to 374. The average attendance was not so good 
as in the previous year, and is capable of improvement. Mr. K. Eegunatha 
dyen B. a. Headmaster, was transferred to the Trivandrum High school and his 
place was filled by Mr. K. Parainu Pillay sr. a. For the Matriculation Examination 
22 candidates appeared and 6 passed. the result was not satisfactory. A number 
of improvements in organisation were introduced during the latter part of the year. 
The expenditure on salaries and contingencies was Rs. 5,540-26-7 and the fee 
income was Es. 3,393-12-0. The net cost to Government was thus Es. 2,247-14-7 
or at the rate of Es. 5-26-15 per pupil. 

690. The Quilon High School increased in numbers from 400 to 402. The 
opening of a private unrecognised school in the neighbourhood, charging much 
lower rates of fees, affected the strength of the lower forms. The percentage 
attendance, 82-9, was still unsatisfactory. An additional graduate was appointed 
to the staff. At the Matriculation Exammation 10 pupils appeared and 4 were 



and the net cost to Government was Es. 2,308-11-8 or at the rate of Es. 5-21-3 
per student in average attendance per annum. 

691. The strength of the AUeppey High School foil from 370 to 264 during the 
year. The pfennig of a Fifth Form at Yaikam, of a High school at Parur, of a 
Hostel, for Hindu students at Kottayam, are among the causes which have contri¬ 
buted to this decline. The situation of the school has always been against its 
prosperity, and Government have- under consideration plans by which the school 
building may be removed to anohner part of the town where it would be of much 
greater use. The Examination lviults were very unsatisfactory. At the Matri¬ 
culation Examination, only 2 passed out of 23 who appeared, the results in the 
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700. The schools at Eraniel and Kottarakara, and the Mavdikara Special School 
declined very slightly in numbers. All the others increased. The schools at Ohcn- 
gantrar and Vaikam shew the greatest increase: six 48 and 34 respectively. Tlie 
attendance at these schools is still capable of much improvement- in point of regula- 
rit.y. In‘only 4 schools has the average attendance reached 90 per cent, and in 2 
cases it is below 80 per cent. In fcho Annua) Comparative Examinations, the results 
were fairly good. On the whole the Mavdikara school obtained the highest passes 
both in Forms ITT and ,LV. Most of the schools did badly in the History and Geo¬ 
graphy papers in Form III; while in some, the teaching'of Elementary Physics 
and Chemistry in Form IV seems to be particularly inefficient. More especially 
was this the case in Attengal, Haripad, Changanaehery & Vaikam. The total 
expenditure on English Middle Schools under Government mamigment amounted to 
Rs. 22,273-12, the fee income was Rs. 14,073-13, the net cost being thus Rs. S,199-27 
or at tlie rate of Rs. 3-22 per pupil in average attendance. The cost per pupil varies 
considerably in different schools. For example, the Mavdikara and Tliiruvclla 
schools are more- than self-supporting, while Neyyattinkara and Kayungulum are 
nearly so. The highest cost per pupil is reached in Eraniel, Chiraymkil, Clmngana- 
chery and Alwaye schools, where it is over Rs. 0 per annum. 

701. English■ Middle School*, Aided. The number of schools of this class at tlie 
end of the year was 14; the same as in 1071. The total strength increased from 
1,281 to 1,415. Eight were schools for boys, and seven were for girls. The per¬ 
centage attendance was more satisfactory than in the previous year. The total 
amount disbursed as grants was Rs. 4,617-3 4-1 (). being at the rate of Rs. 3-11-15 
per pupil in average attendance per annum. 

702. English Middle School*, Pricatc, I'nmdnl. The number of Middle Schools 
under unaided private agency which furnished returns for the year was 6, being a 
decrease of 1 as compared with the previous year. The total strength rose from 
533 to 710. 

70ls. ErajLwh Primary ScIioqIs, Crooemmerd. The numbei- of schools of this grade, 
at the beginning of the year was 2, but during the year Boothapandy and Chenganur 
schools were raised to the Middle School grade. During the year a private school 
at Sliertalla was taken over by Government. Its strength at the end of the year 
was 63. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 144-8-0, and the fee income to Rs. 
123-24—0 the net cost to Government was thus Rs. 20-12-5 or at the rate of Rs. 
0-9-1 per pupil tor the 0^ months during winch the school was under Government 
management. 

704.. English Prieiu-mj Schools , Aided. The number of English schools of the 
Primary Grade in receipt of aid was hi being 1 more than in the previous year: 10 
were boys’ schools. The strength at the end of the year was 503 as compared with 
499 at the end of 1071. Two of these schools declined in strength while the others 
increased. In point of percentage attendance there has been some improvement in 
individual cases; but in the case of the Parassala L. M. S. School, Kilimanur 
school, Olesha C. M. S. school, and Perampavoor C. M. S. school, it is still un¬ 
satisfactorily low. It is noticed that only 2 of the 49 pupils in the Moovattupuzha 
C. M. S. school are vaccinated. The total amount disbursed as grant to these 
schools was Rs. 1092-15-8, being at the rate of Rs. 2-5-1 per pupil. 

705. English Primary Schools, Private, UmuiUd. The number of schools of bills 
class furnishing returns was 23 as compared with 24 iu the previous year. Their 
combined strength was 813 as compared with 947 in the previous year. Three 
were girls’.schools. 

Vernacular school*. 

706. -During t-lie year the number of Vernacular Schools of all kinds was 3,170 
as compared with 3,231 at the end of 1.071, while'their total strength was 1,48,876 
as compared with 1,45,600 in 1071. 










tory of what was anticipated, in § 678 of lust year’s report. It may also be noticed 
that the average strength of a Vernacular. liigli School was 304, of a Middle School 
150-1 and of a Primary School 44*2. 

711. The next table shews the total number in each class of the Vernacular 
schools; a comparison being also made with the returns for 1071. 



The causes which, lead to such a disproportionate number of pupils in the 
Infant class have been alluded to iu previous Reports. That it is a serious evil is 
recognised, but the difficulties in overcoming it are great. The Infant class pupils 
pay no fees (at least in all Government, and ifl many aided schools)' and as a 
natural-result, , parents are less careful in sending their children regularly to school, 
and in keeping them at school, Chan if-fees were levied. It follows also, that there 

Vernacular. In Government schools, efforts have been made for some time, to 
obtain greater regularity iu attendance, aud also to induce pupils to remain at 
school so as to go through the whole of the Primary school course. In boys’ 
schools considerable improvement is noticeable, but there is little, if any, in girls’ 
schools. In tins respect, the schools aided under the 1070 Code, ate very satis- 
. factory. In private schools on the other hand, matters are worse. Improvement, 
of a permanent lanu cannot be expected in any school until it becomes subject 
to direct Government management or is assisted by Government aid under the 
rules and conditions of the Code. 


712. Vernacular Schools, (fowrnmvnt. The number and strength of these 

institutions were practically the same as at the end of the previous year. Suchin- 
drum School, which appeared last year as a High school, is returned as a Middle 
School during 1072; the highest class being- Class V. The Challay Vernacular 
. School, Trivandrum, increased in strength from 321. to 420. It is now the largest 
Vernacular school in the State. The percentage attendance was 80'2, a figure 
capable ofimpro Yemen t, although it is above the general average for Vernacular 
schools. . Six pupils appeared for the Vernacular Higher Examination, but none 
passed- For the- Vernacular Elementary Examination, 4o appeared and 14 passed. 
The. total, expenditure was Rs. 2,291-15-1.1; the fee income was Rs. 626-9-0. 
' The net cost, to Government was thus Rs. 1,665-0-11 being at the rate of Rs. 
4-13-1 Wpei* pupil in average attendance per annum. 


, The Vernacular High School for girls, Trivandrum, decreased in strength from 
345 to 326, during the year. The percentage attendance also declined slightly, 
though it is still above the usual figure for girls* schools. 16 pupils appeared for 
the V emacular Elementary Examination and 6 passed, a slightly better result than 
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appeared tor the Vernacular Elementary Examination, <) wo successful. TIu> 
expenditure was Rs. 1,151-22-0 and the fee income amounted to Rs, 302-13-8. 
The net cost was thus Rs. 840-0-1 or at the rate of F 
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management at the end of t: 

Of these 30 were schools 
ose from 9,728 to 10,442. 

•eased m'streugih by 724 while girls’ schools were practically st; 
schools in the Central Range shewed an increase in strength, whil 
Southern, and 7 Schools in the Northern Ranges shewed a decre 
boys’ schools are those at Neyyattinkara, Tiruvella, and Quilon 

the registers being 351, 332, and 324 respectively. All the other boys’ i- 

have a strength below 300. The largest girls’ schools are those at. Thiruvattav, 
Neyyatinkara, and Mavelikara, the number being hS)0, 101 and IRo. All the other 
girls’ schools have a strength below 180. 

The percentage attendance in hoys schools averages 73*8 per cent; the 
schools with the highest percentage attendance being those at Kottarakara, 
Quilon, Mavelikara, Ohangauachery, Kottayam, and Kunnatnad. The attendance 
at some of the schools in the Southern Range is very bad. The percentage attend- 

possible In this direction. ° y " 1 ‘ 1 

The results of the Vernacular Elementary Examination as affecting these 
schools have now to be considered. Altogether, candidates appeared and passed. 
The schools which obtained the best results were those at Suchindram, Thirnt-tar, 
Kartigapalli, Mavelikara, Chengannur, Tliiruvella and Ampalapuzha. The schools 
showing the worst results were those at Pathara, Vilavancode, Neyyattinkara, 
Nemom, Cherayinkil, Shencotta, Quilon, Karuuagapalli, ‘Knyangulam, Changann- . 
chery, Pala, Thodupuzha. 

The total expenditure on boys’schools was Rs. 24,388-17-6, and the fee in- 
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.minted to 
■85-b-ll 1 
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714. Vernacular Middle Schools, Aided. The number of schools of this class at 
the end of the year was 4 as compared with 69 in the previous year. The reduc¬ 
tion in number, by transfer to the unaided list has already been explained. 1 was 
a school for girls. 


The total strength at the end of the year w 
mice was lower than might be the case. The res 
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274 to 295. Boys’ Schools increased in numbers by S and in strength by 1,190, 
while Girls’ Schools increased in numbers by 15 and in strength by 1,141. In the 
Northern Range 2 Boys’ Schools were opened, in the Central Range 4, and in the 
Southern Range 9. 9 schools were also raised to Middle Schools. In the North¬ 
ern Range 5 Girls’ Schools were opened, in the Central Range 4, and in the South- 


The attendance on Government Primary Schools increased in 22 taluks and 
decreased in the remaining 8 taluks. In only one taluk (Changanachery) did the 
strength fall by more than 100, and in that case it was due to floods in a low-lying- 
area. The percentage attendance of these schools was 72'8 as compared with 


Further efforts were made diming the year to improve the organisation and 
teaching in these schools. It is believed that in several respects the teaching- shews 
improvement under the more effective supervision which is now possible. Build¬ 
ings have in many cases been improved, and furniture has been supplied where 
necessary. Registers and school records are being more accurately and carefully 
kept. Still, it is undeniable that tliero remains vast room for improvement. To the 
means by whioh this may be effected, unremitting attention is paid by Government 
and the inspecting staff. It is fully expected therefore, that, year by year, there 
will be visible improvement in this most important class of schools, upon the effi¬ 
ciency of which the success of primary education practically depends. 

717. Vernacular Primary Schools, Aided. The number of Primary Schools in 
receipt of aid under the 1070 Code at the end of the year was 435 (including 54 
Girls’Schools) with a total strength of 23,387. The percentage attendance was 
77'7 as compared with 72-5, which was last year’s figure for schools aided under 
the former rules. 

The total sum disbursed as grant to Vernacular Primary Schools amounted to 
Rs. 44,352-19-14. Part of this was disbursed under the former rules, and part 
under the 1070 Code and with effect from different dates. It will not therefore be 
possible to give an estimate of the cost per pupil until the end of the current year 
1073 (vide § 674- of last year’s Report) but approximately the rate is about Re. 1 
per pupil which is very slightly less than last year’s rate. 

718. Vernacular Primary Schools, Private. The number of schools of this class 
at the end of the year was 2,363 as compared with 1,643 at the end of 1071, the 
accession to the numbers being due to the transfer of a large number of schools 
from the aided list. The total strength at the end of the year was 89,503. 

School Education—Special. 

Training Schools. 

719. Training Schools, Government. The number of training- institutions 
-under Government management remained, the same as in the previous year, via. 2. 

720. The number of students under training at the end of the year at the 

English Normal School, Trivandrum, was 31. Of these 3 were in the High School, 
Normal Class, 15 in the Middle School Class, and 13 in the. Primary . 25 of the 

students were teachers from Government Schools, and 6 were stipendiary students. 
The percentage attendance diming the year was 94-1, and the average age of the 
students was 24'7 years. The curriculum of studies underwent no alteration during 
the year. It is the same as that-prescribed for the Normal Schools in the Madras 
Presidency' Seven students appeared for the High School Normal Certificate and 
5 passed. 11 appeared for the Middle School Normal Certificate and all passed. Of 
the 16 who appeared for the Primary Certificate, only 7 passed.. 

The expenditure on salaries aiid contingencies was Rs. 2,671-12-lS ; on books 
and teaching appliances Rs. 73-23-5, on stipends to students and allowance to 
Government teachers, Rs. 2,527-13-15. The total expenditure was Rs. 5,272 -22-1. 




Deducting Rs. 37 realised from fee 
22-7, 'being Rs. 1,398-7-7 less 
157-17-1 per student. 

721. At the Female Normal Sc 
he Higher 


le previc 


at the rate of Rs. 


„ ..er training at the end of 

<uiu V in the Lower Yernacular Normal Class. Of 

_ ; 2 passed for tlio Higher Yernacular Normal Certificate; and of the 

latter 2 passed for the Lower Vernacular Normal Certifi*^" ,pi,/ ‘ 
ture was Rs. 648-8-8, being at the rate of 108-1-7 per 
Measures were adopted for providing a Vernacula 
actual opening of the institution belongs to the current y< 

722. Tiuming School*, Aided. At the end of the year, 4 Training S', 
a total strength of 47 students, were in receipt of aid; as compared witl 
and 22 students at the end of 1071. 


expendi- 
r boys. The 


723. The strength of the Holy Angels’ Convent Normal School at the end of the 
year wns 6, 4 were in the Upper and 2 in tho Lower Secondary department. 
3 passed the Teacher’s Certificate, Upper Secondary Grade, and 1- passed 
the Lower Secondary Grade. The amount disbursed as grant was Rs. 543-19—2, 
being at the rate of Rs. 90-17^3 per pupil. 


724. The numbers of students under training at the Cambridge Nicholson 
Institution Ivottayam decreased from 17 to 10. 2 students appeared for . the Lower 

Vermicular Normal Certificate and 1 passed. 2 appeared for the Upper Secondary 
Grade Teacher’s Certificate (Practical Test) and both passed. For the Lower 
Secondary Grade, 5 appeared for the written test and 4 passed; while all the 3 
passed who appeared for the practical test. 3 candidates appeared for the English 
Primary School Normal Certificate and 2 passed. The total grant to the school . 
for the year was Rs. 852, being at the rate of Rs. 53-7-0 per student. 

Kottayam, antf also^to the Nagerooil Girls’Training School. Neither institution 
sent up any pupils for public examinations before the end of the year. 


Industrial Schools. 


726. X-iahstriid School of Arts, Trivandrum. 15 apprentices were enter¬ 
tained at the beginning of the year, under the conditions detailed in § 708 of last 
year’s Report. They were distributed among the various industries as follows: 
Carving or Carpentry 5, Pottery 4, Carpet weaving 3, Silver Smiths’ work 3. 
They were also taught Elementary Drawing. The building recently erected for 
the use of the school was completed and occupied during the year. The students 
and apprentices appeared for the Madras Technical Exannnatioos and passed as 
follows: Advanced Free-hand Drawing 1; Intermediate Free-liand Drawing 4; 
Elementary Free-hand Drawing 16 : Elementary Geometrical Drawing 2, 
Intermediate Design 1, Elementary Design 1, Intermediate Painting 1, Elemen¬ 
tary Painting 2, Intermediate Pottery Manufacture 2, Elementary Pottery Manu¬ 
facture 2, Elementary Carpet-weaving 1. 

The .following table gives the usual details of the out-turn of work in the 
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The value of articles manufactured and the amount realised by sales, both 
hew considerable improvement. The former increased by Rs. 2,787-12-0, and 
he latter by Rs. 2,600-19-0 as compared with the corresponding amounts for 1071. 
The expenditure and income of the school may he summarised as follows :— 


Continge: 


se of Raw materials for 1071 


Balance of Raw mater 
Stock remaining unsol 
Unfinished articles ... 


5,231- 8- 0 
1,615- 3- 8 
6,474-37-13 25,50! 
5,730-24- 0 
42-12- 0 
2,286-26- 4 
7,058-23- 0 
1,484-11- 7 16,60; 
Net cost... 8,898 


of Buildings, Machinery, & 


The actual cost to Government was thus Rs. 14,472-18-4, being Rs. 4,231-12-5 
less than in the previous year. 

During the year the Committee of visitors held regular weekly meetings and 
were of considerable assistance to Government in many matters relating to the 
internal management of Che school. The thanks of Government arc due to the 
members for the interest they have shewn in the work of the the school. 

727. Industrial schools, 'Aided. The C. M. S Industrial School, Kottayam 
continued to work safisfactorily during the yeai;. The total grant for the year was 
Rs. 156, being at the rate of Rs. 8§ per pupil per annum. 


Olher Special Schools, 

728. Sanskrit College, Trivandrum. The number on the registers at the close 
of the year was 208, being an increase of 20. The increase is partly dne to the ad¬ 
mission of non-Brahmin caste Hindus, to whom the school is now open. As regards 
oaste, 154 were Tamd Brahmins, 27 Malayoli Brahmins, 3 Kshatrivas, 24MaIayali 
Sudras. The daily attendance is lower than might be the case; the percentage be¬ 
ing 82-4. 2 candidates appeared for the Upadhyaya Examination and both passed. 15 
appeared for the Sastri Test and 13 passed. Minor changes in the staff were effect¬ 
ed during tile year. The total expenditure on salaries, contingencies, &c. was Rs. 
9,274-26-10 .being Rs. 513-5-4 less than the amount for 1071. 


SERVICE EXAMINATIONS (1896-97). 

729. The Vernacular Elementary Examination was held twice during the year. 
The total number of candidates registered was 2,103. Of these, 96 belonged to 
the backward classes and were admitted without fee. The number who passed was 
534, inclusive of 42 female candidates. The amount realised as fees was Rs. 8,028; 
the expenditure on examiners’ fees, stationery, &c. was Rs. 3,616-3x6, leaving a 
balance of Rs. 4,411-24-10 to the credit of Government. 

730. The Magistrates’ Examination was held once during the year. 772 candi¬ 
dates appealed and 229 passed. The amount realised from fees was Rs. 4,632-3-0 
and the "expenditure'was Rs. 1,430-7-7. The balance to the credit of Govern¬ 
ment was therefore Rs. 3,201-23-9. 

'731. The Vernacular Higher Examination was held for the first time in the 
month of Audi 1072. This test was established with a view to providing a more 
definite qualification for teachers in the higher classes of Vernacular Schools. 
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43 candidates appeared, but only 4 were successful. The income from fees was 
Rs.258, and the expenditure amounted to Rs. 253-24-13. Tie balance credited to- 
Government was Rs. 4-3-3. 


REGISTRATION OF BOOKS (1896-97.) 

732. During the year under report 14 booxs were registered for copyright 
under Regulation II of 1039, being 3 more than in the year preceding. 

733. Of these 5 were in English, 8 in Malayalaan and 1 in English and Tamil. 
Classified according to subjects 5 were Government Law Reports and the remaining 
9 purely literary works. 


AGRICULTURAL DEMONSTRATION FARM (1896-97.) 

734. The staff of the farm remained tlie same as at the end of the previous 
year. The area under cultivation was extended by 6 acres, a portion of paddy 
land adjoining- being taken over by the Farm. The agricultural operations of the 
year were again interfered with by floods, owing to the dam which keeps out the 
Karamanay river having- been again destroyed. A more substantial structure has 
now been erected and in future there is little likelihood of damage being done in this 
way. 

The crops raised during the year were similar in kind to those mentioned in 
last year’s Report. The paddy crop suffered from the flood but tho return wan- 
sufficient to cover the cost of cultivation. Cholum was similarly affected. It was 
found to give a larger return when sown in lines than when sown broadcast. 
Plantains, yams, and vegetables ofall lands were very successful. Potatoes failed 
owing to the continued rains. The sugar-cane crop was exceptionally good, the 
return being at the rate of Rs. 250 per acre. Tho experimental plots of jute, 
indigo, and hibiscus gave good results. A large number of mrops including pulses, 
oil-seeds, -and fibres were experimentally raised. 

Six improved ploughs were purchased during the year and were given on free- 
loan to ryots in the neighbourhood. They were very extensively used. Seeds, 
seedlings, and cuttings were distributed to agriculturists. There was very little 
trouble from insect pests, and. the live stock in the farm continued in very good 
condition. A drain was excavated on both sides of the road through the farm, 
and the cost of labour was recouped from the tapioca and plantains planted on the 
sides and top of its banks. 


The expenditure and income of the farm may be summarised as follows 

Capital expenditure .Buildings ... 207- 0- 0 

( Salaries ... 1,967- 3-13 

Current expenditure. 1 Labour ... 599-28- 1 

(.Contingencies... 799-17-13 

Rs. 3,573-16-11 

Receipts from produce sold... 769- 3- 6 
Net cost Rs... . %804Tr3^5r 


The net cost to Government was Rs. 71-6-12 less than in the previous year. 

It may be noted that the capital expenditure (including the “ permanent ” 
labour of the first year) on the farm up to the end of 1072 has been Rs. 4,074-8-10. 
The receipts for the same period exceed the cost of labour (excluding the cost of 
management) by Rs. 317-17-5 which is sufficient to pay SJ per cent on the capital 
expenditure. 

735. In § 720 of last year’s Report details were given of a scheme of agricul¬ 
tural education to be worked in connection with Primary Vernacular schools. 




The school on the Farm in which the teachers were to he trained was established 
shortly before the beginning of the year tinder review and during the year, 12 
stipendiary students were taught the principles and practice of agriculture, as also 
the allied subjects of Chemistry and Botany. At the end of the year they were 
ready for appointment as. teachers in Elementary agricultural schools. One school 
of the kind was opened during the year, mid preparations were being made for the 
opening of eleven others. 

The expenditure upon the Agricultural School amounted to Rs. 1,511-21-1; 
the greater part of which was due to the scholarships of the students under training. 


REFORMATORY .SCHOOL (1896-97.) 


736. The strength of tlie Reformatory at the beginning of the year was 13. 
6 were admitted during the year, 1 wan released on expiry of sentence, and 3 were 
discharged. The number at the end of the year was 15. Of the boys admitted 
during the year there were Sudras 2, Christians 2, Brahmin 1, Mohammedan 1. 
Four were illiterate upon admission, and all were convicted upon first offences. 
The behaviour of tlie boys was satisfactory, the number of punishments being much 
smaller than in tho previous year. The general health was good, there being only 
8 cases of illness, and only one of these was serious. The Inspector of Schools 
reports that the progress made by the boys in the primary course ef Vernacular 
education has been extremely satisfactory. During the year, the boys were en¬ 
gaged in gardening, preparing quinine powder in packets for the Medical Depart¬ 
ment, making official envelopes, and labels. A new well was sunk during the year. 
The expenditure for the year Was Rs. 2,061-9-1;; deducting Es. 12-23-4. being the 
receipt from sales, the net cost was Rs. 2,048-13-7. 

leetings and 1 special meeting. 


PUBLIC LECTURE COMMITTEE. 

787. During the year 14 lectures were delivered under the auspices of the 
Public Lecture Committee. Of these 5 were on Literature, 2 on Botany, .2 on 
Biology, 1 on Astronomy and 1 on Industrial art. 12 lectures were in English, 
1 in Mnlayalam and 1 in Tamil. In tho appendices will be found a list of the 
subjects and the names of the lectures. The lectures were all well attended. 
The amount paid as honoraria to leotures was Rs. 860. Contingencies amounted 
to Rs. 188-16-11, and Rb. 407-4-0 was expended on the purchase of educational 
lantern slides. The total amount expended was therefore Rs. 1,450-20-11 being 
Rs. 291-26-7 more than the expenditure for 1071. The balance with the Honor¬ 
ary Secretary at the close of the yeitr was Rs. 77-25-4. 


THE MUSEUM AND PUBLIC GARDENS. (1896-97.) 

738. The Superintendent’s second term of ■ engagement having expired at'the 
dose of the.jw under report, Government, at his request, permitted him to retire. 

It. is proposed to appoint a trained native Head Gardener. 

739. Including a supplemental grant of Rs. 2,265-13-0, the sanctioned allot¬ 
ment for the year was Rs. 32,265-13-0. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 29,970- 
20-6. via. 

’ Public Gardens Rs. 13,118-4-12. 
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. .9,824-20-4. 
..7,027-23-0. 


Zoological Department 

Deducting tins amount recovered from fines, sales, &c., tile actual cost to Go- 
vernment was Bs. 27,557-19-6 against Es. 27,365-20-9 in 1071. 

740. Tlie stock of plants in the Gardens lias been considerably increased. Se- 
G * rd ““’ veral varieties o£ orchids were purchased and collection of bulbs and new varieties 
of Cana seeds were obtained from Mr. Bull of Chelsea.. 

The usual varieties of seeds of annuals were purchased from Messrs. Moone- 
swarav & sons. Bangalore, from whom were also obtained 24 mango grafts to be 
planted in different parts of the Gardens. 

The Agri-Hortieultural Society, Madras, were kind enough to present several 
packets of seeds as also four seeds of the Victoria Eegia, three of which are report¬ 
ed to have germinated. 

Addition, aud 741. The fountain which, was removed last year has been ro-erected on a suit- 
jmprovements, 3 p_£. A good deal of work in the shape of sloping, turfing, altering pathways, 
building drains &c. w as done in the year, and a new iron fern-house was very near¬ 
ly completed. * 

The boat on the lake continued to be used largely by the public. 

Ecological 742. The buildings and cages were as usual maintained in proper condition and 
DcpsTtaont. 8ewa i m i nol . alterations and improvements were made. 

Some surplus animals were sent to Mr. Htwrenbeck of Colombo, and a collec¬ 
tion of Australian animals consisting of one emu, one pair of gray kangaroos, three 
wallabies, one walleroo, a pair of hare kangaroo, and a pair of African dwarf 
goats, obtained in exchange. Of the four lion cubs that were born in the Gardens 
in the year previous, a pair was sold for Rs. 1,500. 

The lioness has again given birth to.three cubs, all of which are said to be'in 
excellent condition. 

A new aviary was built in the year to which the birds of prey have been re- 

’AtoKueun. 743. In the year under report, the Superintendent, the Head Taxidermist and 
staff, and a Gardener were sent to the High Range for the purpose of collecting 
specimens for the Museum and plants for the Gardens. They returned after 54 
days with a collection of birds and reptiles for the Museum and of orchids and 
seeds for the Gardens, several of them being new. 

A collection of snakes and frogs sent to the British Museum were identified 
and returned. 

The Index collection of reptiles referred to in the last report was completed 

Five skeletons were added to the collection dining the year, viz : one Indian 
civet, one crocodile, one fresli-water turtle, and 2 sea-snakes. 

Besides the above, a considerable number of bird-skins, which, were sent to 
Messrs. Van Ingen. and Van Ingen of Mysore, have been received mounted. 

Select specimens of Syrian embroidery have also been added to the collection of 
indigenous manufactures. 

library. 744. A portrait in oils of the late Mr. Grigg, British Resident^ has been placed 

in the Library room by the Grigg Memorial Committee. 









ilOAL SURVEY—VEBNACC1AR 


BOOK COMMITTEE. 

752. The work of the Book Committee consisted partly in revising the senes- 
of new Vernacular Reading Books, and also in the revision of works submitted by 
private authors. The reading books were almost completed during the year and 
arrangements have been made for their publication. 



ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 


753. Reference was made in § 752 of last year’s report to the institution of an 
Archeological Survey of the State, and the appointment of an Archaeologist to 
Government. Unfortunately Rai Bahadur P. Sundram Pillay, who was appointed,, 
died a few months afterwards. The work was carried on as far as possible by the 
Field Assistant, who was instructed to proceed upon the lines already laid down. 
He visited a large number of villages m the taluks of Agastisvaram, Thoyalay, 
Eraniel and Kalkulam, and examined 118 inscriptions. The chronicles of the 
PadmanabhaBwamy Pagoda, Trivandrum, were examined. In all 140 rolls of old 
cadjau records were translated. The Field Assistant will submit a more detailed 
report on the work during the current year. 

The expenditure for the year amounted to Rs. 1,713-1-11.. 


, VERNACULAR PRESS (1896-97). 


754. The subjoined statement gives details of the Vernacular newspapers 
and magazines published m Travancore during the year under report: 
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CHAPTER Till. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


TUB MINT (1896-97.) 

755. Ill the year under report 21,06,000 copper cash equivalent to Rs. 4,700 Sg" 

25 olis. were coined out of 1,20,836 tolalis of copper worth Es. 981 -elis 23 resulting 
in a profit to Government of Es. 8,719-chs 2. 

75C. 12,000 tolalis of silver were coined into 3,66,000 chuckrams equal to 
13,071-12 clis. Deducting the value of silver ri, Be. 10,389-21 chs.-8 c., tlie 
gain realized was Es. 2,681 18 oils. 8 c. 93,76-1 silver fanam pieces equal to 
13,894-24 elm. were minted out of 12,296 tolalis of silver valued at Rs. 10, 

7-chn. 6 o. The result was a net earning of Es. 2,748 oils. 16 e. 10. 

757. 11,820 gold coins called Anautharaman fanams wore also struck out of «*"•»*• 
387 tolahs, which cost Es. 3,752-chs. 19. The number so coined equals Es. 5,276 

chs. 22 and the profit was Es. 1,524 chs. 3. This coin is not a legal tender. 

758. The following statement exhibits the receipts and charges of the Mint:— 



ELEPHANT DEPARTMENT (1896-97.) 

759. There were at the beginning- of the year 120 elephants, to which 18 were 
added by capture—making a total of 138. Of these 16 died, and two were sold by 
auction. 

as specified below:—- 

At the Royal Stables ... . 22 

For work in the Forest Department... 12 

Do. Engineer’s Depart- 

Department^invanArum.... 4 


inr 
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GOVERNMENT PRESS. 

For Processions in Temples. 9 

Young ones under tra ini ng for pro¬ 
cessions, &e... 30 

Specially reserved for capturing and 

training new ones... 14 

Detached from work on account of 

old age... 4 

In the cage under training. 16 

Total...... 120' 


760. The following statement compares the receipts and disbursements of this 
department for 1071 and 1072:— 
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GOVERNMENT PRESS (1896-97.) 

761. The usual detailed statements'of the work done in the Press will be found 
in the Appendix. • 

<’62. The total value of the work turned out in the year amounted to Rs. 
31,292-11-11 against Rs. 28,631-9-12 in 1071, being an increase of Rs. 2,661-1-16. 






764. The value of private work done in the Press during the year under re¬ 
view was Us. 479-27-12 against Us. 143-3-13 in the previous year. 

765. The expenditure on salaries and contingencies amounted to Us. 12,208 
against Us. 13,027 in the year previous. 

The Press was worked during the year at a profit of Us. 19,084 against Us. 
15,604 in 1071. 

766. The re-organization referred to in para 766 of the Administration Report 
for 1071 was effected during the year under report. The salaries of the staff 
were generally increased and a few new hands were entertained. 


THE GOVEUNMENT GAZETTE (1896-97.) 

767. The subjoined statement, compares the circulation of the Gazette during 



768. The Gazette contained as usual the Proceedings of the Legislative Council 
and of, the Town Improvement, Committees, Police Sheets, Educational and other 
supplements. 


STATIONEUY (1896-97.) 



. 771. The stationery required for the year was mostly purchased from a Bom¬ 
bay firm. 





CHEMICAL EXAMINER’S DEPARTMENT (1896-97.) 


772. During the year under report, tlie Chemical Examiner’s Laboratory was 
shifted from the building in the General Hospital premises to a rented house 
opposite the Public offices. Arrangements are being made for a well-equipped per- . 
manent Laboratory being built for chemical as well as bacteriological examina¬ 
tion and a consignment of bacteriological appliances and fittings is shortly expected 
to arrive from Europe. 

773. 36 cases requiring the examination of 100. articles were attended to 
during the year, against. 57 cases involving the examination of 177 articles i'n tlie 
year previous. 

The following table furnishes a comparative statement of the analytical work 
done during 1071 and 1072 M. E 



Copper Salts ... ... ... in 1 case. 

Gloriosa Shperba ... in 1 case. 

Calcium carbonate, 5 

Nickel Sulphide and 1 in 1 case. 

Sodium Chloride ) 

Of suspected blood stains, there were 13 cases, in 12 of which the presence of 
mammalian blood was certified to. In the remaining case, no blood stains at all 
were detected. 

775. There was one case of water analysis and another of au earthy looking 
substance supposed to contain common salt. 

776. Conclusion. It is my pleasing duty here to offer my tribute of respectful, 
acknowledgments to my Sovereign Master. His Highness’ confidence and support 
have been graciously continued to me with marked cordiality, deepening my con¬ 
viction of his genuiue identity of interest with the progress of good government. 
This great trait has all along been a potent factor and it finds prominent illustration 
in Hie: liberal scale of expenditure permitted in the year—a scale never befofe. 
reached—in furtherance of various measures bearing intimately on the physical, 
intellectual, moral and material well-being of His Highness’ subjects. 
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I have also to express my deep gratitude tor the uniform courtesy, consider¬ 
ation and support I received'at the hands of the Honorable J. D. Rees and 
Mr. (now Honorable) F. A. Nicholson both of whom were connected with the 
administration in the year. 


My thanks 


the principal members of the service for their continued 


Dew an. 

Hczub Cutchbrry, ) 

TitIVAEDBUM, S- 

27th February 1898. .) 



PART III. APPENDIX. 


STATISTICAL ILBTUMS. 







CHAPTER II—AMINISTRATION OE THE LAND. 























(8 )—Statement of •*. n ■ t* i 
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A.—LEGISLATIVE. 


























B.—POLICE— 











D.—ARMS, AMMUNITION, Ac-. 

(VDSUOmmU. of Permit * irnitd for importing Military stones Mo Tmmncon- 
, during the year 1072. 
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D.—ARMS, AMMUNITION, See. 












ifi.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CRIMINAL)— continued. 

Statement showing the operations of the Magistrates Courts in Trcuancore, during the year 1072 M. E. —Triads. 

















E.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CRIMINAL )—contimi 






























E.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CRIMINAL)— continued, 

(29 )—Statement of under-trial prisoners detained in custody by the Sessions Courts of Travancore, during the yei 
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—JUDICIAL STATEMEMTS (CRIMINAL)— continued. 

'/lit fliving details of the Offences reported during the. year 1072 M.. 
under the Penal Code and Local and Special Laics. 










B.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CRIMINAL)— eonclwh'J. 
(SOA )—Statement of fines pending recovery at the close of 1072 in the several grades 
of Magistrates' Courts, distributed behceen the. years in which they were imposed. 




F.-—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CIVIL). 

(31— Statement showing the file and disposal of Original Suits in Ute District and MimsijV Courts 



















F.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CIVIL)— continued. 

(38)— Statement showing the Vo. and description of Original Suits and of Appeals 
from Regular decrees instituted in the District and Munrifs Courts 
of Tmvcmcore during the y&c?r 1072 M. D. 



F.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS 




(83 )—Statement skewing the No. and description of Original Suits and 
Gorn'ts of Tmmncore, during 
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(CIVIL)— continued. 

°f -App 60 ^ f rortl Aguiar decrees instituted in the District and Munsifs* 
the year 1072 M. J8. 

















(CIVIL)— continued. 













F.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS 

mi'—Statement distributing the total No. of Original Suits and Regular Appeal 
during the gear 1072, according to the interval of tine 










(CIVIL) —continued. 

disposed' of in the District ami Mtmsif's Courts of ihavancore, 
within which they wen disposed of. 







E.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CIVIL)— 

result of Proceedings on /plications for Execution 
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F.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CIVIL)— continued. 



fiillsliisr: 









6.—REGISTRATION. 

(42)-Stai<™™( tl b t '» »«< j»c d Jm nqr<h«t ml 

Registry Ofr l J > J " 107 1 and 1072 U . E. 



(43 )—Statement of work done in the Central Office during the yea#' 1072 



—REGISTRATION. 



ins riispisr 






CHAPTER. IV.—PRODUCTION ANI) DISTRIBUTION. 








mgp] 








A,—SEASON AND RAINFALL. 
' (4(5 )—JfamifnU ('hurl. 







































B.—TRADE. 


(47 )—Duty on goods imported. 



(48 )—Duty 









B.—TRADE —rmiHnmth 








B. —TRADE— continued. 


(51 )—Quantity of dutiable goods imported. 



(52 )—Quantity of dutiable goods exported. 












B.—TRAD E— contimt-ed. 

(53 )—Trade rentes—goods imported, dniiabh. 




















B.—TRADE— continued, 

(5o )—Trade route* - goods imported free. 

From BritSA India. | Fvom Foreign countries. | Total value ii» Rupee*. 









B.—TRADE— concluded, 

(06)—Trade routes—goods exported free- 












0.—PUBLIC WORKS. 
















1072 

Diagram shewing the Death rate 

IH EACH REGISTRATION CIRCLE 







































FliBLlO WORKS— continued. 































































C.—PUBLIC WORKS —continued 


(59)—Statement, of Expenditure on works undertaken by the J). P. W. durimj liic year 1072—continued. 






































































C..PUBLIC! WORKS—.■ 







a—PUBLIC WORK concluded. 
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CHAPTER V.—REVENUE AND FINANCE. 






REVENUE AND EINAN0E— continued. 













i'V 




CHAPTER YI.—VITAL STATISTICS, VACCINATION AND 
MEDICAL SERVICES. 


































i ■'! . 


" :! C :! Mi, 

1 | °| ^ J r £ j « 


















A.—VITAL STATISTICS— continued. 








































































D.—MEDICAL BELIEF. 

(90 ;—-inuttal IMim of the sick treated by the Members of the Sanitary Department, 
Tmvaneore, during the year 1072 M. S. 



Ill § -SH8»88««i=illg8.P8SSIt!»sP| ! : 













CHAPTER YII.—INSTRUCTION. 





A.—EDUCATION. 

(93 )—GoVefiate Mutation— General. 



(94)— Goltet/utte Efctcatim — Spatial: 





A.:—EDUCATION— continued. 

English—High 8ohooi,s. 










m 


» kl StlmW iH t i = h il" isiife l iii iiii M ill I« 


















A.—EDUCATION- 























A,—EDUCATION— continued. [ 

(101)— Scfawl Education, Special. 












L—EDUCATION- 

















0.—MUSEUM AND PUBLIC CARDENS. 

(104) —Statement of the number oj Visitors to the Museum (hiring 1072 M. E. 


| Month. Mon. 

Women.! Children. 

Total 1 


USSlIflflll 

4,26l| 4,97d 

«,375| 6,985 

13,704 13,544 

3,008 3,518 

' 3,678 5*150 

2,282 3,347 

1,500 2,057 

d gg 

2821 3770 

22,514j 

10426 

6,145 

20,375 

8,355 

10,973 

Total 

| 78,464; 51,810j 59,021 

1,89,395 


(m-State;mnt of the.nmiber of Vidtoro 1A0 Uoedg-mt hdr-natn 
BoaVjiit the M'usotm Library during the gear 1 Wi M. 











I 


•SPIRIT SPECIMENS. 



U.—MIJS5KUM 

(10 7 )-r-l,i»t of ttddiiitwn hi 



iND PUBLIC GARDENS—concluded. 
hr /zoological Golhdions String the year 1072 M M. 



Captured. 


J Long-nosed, grcon tree-snake,.. 

Bom in ike Gardens. 


















.CHAPTER VHL—MISCELLANEOUS. 




PRESS RETURNS. 


(108 )—Value oj work done for departments daring the year 1072. \ 






* J* 



















’ private parties 
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